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PREFACE.

jEEEMASONRY and Brotherhood are terms recognized at once as
synonomous throughout the universe; conveying the very essence

of Love, Goodwill and Unselfishness, and when practically applied in the

various walks of life result in the greatest good to the greatest number.

Such was the thought that prompted the author to undertake the
preparation of Egypt, the Cradle of Ancient Masonry, after first receiving
the Light in India, and being brought face to face, in the Eastern coun-
tries, with convincing evidences of the wonderful knowledge acquired by
the ancient people.

This knowledge, even from its first and superficial manifestation,
commanded both intense surprise and admiration. It led to a determina-
tion to investigate, to the fullest extent, the meaning and purport of the
numerous hieroglyphic inscriptions, symbols and characters found upon
the ancient tombs and temples, so that the Masonic Fraternity might
understand, appreciate and apply the teachings of the hieropilants and
sages of bygone days.

In writing this work it was deemed expedient to refer to numerous
Masonic authorities, due acknowledgment and credit being given to each;
if, however, such has been omitted, it has been purely an oversight.

That greater knowledge and more earnest devotion to Masonry ; that
higher and nobler manhood and purer thought and life, may follow a
careful perusal of these pages is the sincere desire of

THE AUTHOR.
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INTRODUCTION.

e —— - —

N this age of countless books and wide-spread literature there is still
j[ remaining a vast field, both for the attainment of knowledge and
its dissemination, by means of that ever useful, instructive and enter-
taining type of literature,—the historical narrative.

In this connection Egypt, the Cradle of Ancient Masonry is entitled
to more than passing notice, not only from the general reader, but more
particularly from the Masonic Fraternity, for whose peculiar and especial
benefit this work was conceived, undertaken and completed.

In all the ages which have elapsed since the mighty Pharaohs
swayed the destinies of the surging masses, composing the ancient
empires, whose silent and impressive memorials stand as mute witnesses
to the exceeding grandeur and glory of Egyptian civilizations, the savant
and the scholar have been delving and exploring for the secrets which
have been hidden within the concealed recesses of her tombs and temples.

Years of untiring energy and zeal have been devoted by the author,
Bro. N. F. de Clifford, to the accumulation of data, the very best part of
whose life has been spent in personal investigation and actual research
among the archives of India, Persia, Syria and the Valley of the Nile.

The work treats, primarily, as the title implies, of the infancy of
Freemasonry, not only proving by natural deductions, and positive evi-
dence its antiquity, but tracing its rise and progress, and the glorious

fruition to which it has attained at the present day.



INTRODUCTION.

Beginning, in the opening Chapter, with the founding of the City of
Alexandria B. ¢. 332, a vast store house of knowledge, beneficial instruc-
tion and pleasurable entertainment is unfolded in charming sequence,
until the Lost Word is finally reached in the closinnghapter and the
narrative ends.

To every Masonic student, in fact to every Mason, knowledge is an
absolute essential in the attainment of that perfection on which depend
the Higher Degrees, and toward which we should ever strive with unceas-
ing effort.

An actual personal examination of the evidences inscribed upon the
tombs, temples and monuments in the Valley of the Nile, in India,
Persia and Syria would doubtless be of intense interest to every sincere
and earnest Mason, but should environment prevent, the graphic descrip-
tion herein contained will constitute a most acceptable and authentic
substitute.

With sincere gratification upon the completion of this valuable
addition to Masonic literature ; with due appreciation of the unselfish
labor of love bestowed by the author for the advancement of Masonic
knowledge ; and with the earnest hope that “ More Light” may result
to every inquiring Mason, from the study and perusal of these pages, I
have the homnor to present Lgypt, the Cradle of Ancient Masonry.

JOHN ARTHUR,

Past MAsSTER ST. JouN's LobGe No. g, F. & A. M,,

DertTY GRAND MASTER OF GRAND LODGE OoF WASHINGTON,
Past PoTENTATE AFIFl TEMPLE, A. A. O. N. M. S,,

AND MEMBER OF ALL OTHER MasoNIic BoDIEs.

SEATTLE, WASH., May, 1902.
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The Nile! the Nile! T hear its gathering roar,
No vision now, no dream of ancient years —
Throned on the rocks, amid the watery war,
The King of floods, old Bomer's Nile, appears
Wlith gentle smile, majestically sweet,

Curling the billowy steeds that vex them at bis feet.

—LORD LINDSAY,



EGYPT, THE CRADLE OF ANCIENT MASONRY.

CHAPTER 1.
ALEXANDRIA—THE ANTIQUITY OF MASONRY.

%I HE city of Alexandria was founded by Alexander the Great, B.cC.

332, and here at the age of thirty-two, in the thirteenth year of his
reign, he was buried with all the pomp and splendor of that age, and
to-day there is not a single stone to mark the spot where this great
warrior was laid to rest. This city was bequeathed to the Roman
Empire by Ptolemy Alexander, B. c. 80, but it was not until fifty years
later that it became an Imperial city, with a Roman Governor who was
appointed by the Emperor Augustus.

In A. D. 640 Alexandria was captured by the Arab Caliph under
Amru, a Saracen, who wrote to his master the Caliph Omar “ that he
had taken a city containing four thousand palaces, four thousand
baths, twelve thousand dealers in fresh oil, twelve thousand gardeners,
forty thousand Jews who pay tribute, and four hundred theatres or places
of amusement.” From this account of Amru we are enabled to form
some idea of what a magnificent city it must have been.

History informs us that this city was second only to Rome, with an
immense population, very highly civilized, and possessed of a most
wonderful knowledge in mechanical arts and sciences, greatly beyond
the comprehension of our architects and men of letters. This city had
two libraries, the Soter and the Serapeum, and it was in this celebrated
city that Mark suffered martyrdom and Peter preached Christianity.
The modern city stands partly on what in ancient days was known as
the Island of Pharos, but which is now a peninsula. The old city was
built on the main land close to and nearly adjoining the modern town.

The ruined walls of this ancient city are to be plainly traced, and the
3



4 EGYPT, THE CRADLE OF ANCIENT MASONRY.

old reservoirs which were constructed over two thousand years ago are
still in a good state of preservation. Few remains of the ancient city
are to be found at the present time, and it is only when workmen make
excavations that fragments of pilasters, statues, etc., may be seen, which
belonged to the Alexandrian and Ptolemaic age.

How well I remember my first visit to Alexandria as we came
steaming along up to the harbor of this remarkable city, on board
the Peninsular & Oriental Company’s side-wheel steamer Ripon from
the Island of Malta, one never to be forgotten, lovely Sabbath morning.
Shortly after sunrise we saw the sandy shores of this most wonderful
country, and rising up into the clear azure sky, seemingly, from out the
very ocean itself, was that far famed and justly celebrated column known
as Pompey’s Pillar. Next to view came the light house, and the boats
with their lateen sails; the harbor and the shipping, from whose masts
float the flags of many nations, then the very unpretentious looking
palace of the Khedive with its whitewashed walls on the Ras-et-tyn, and
last, but not least, the numberless wind-mills. All these various things
seemed to impress themselves upon my brain, and these scenes remain
with me and come back at memory’s call whenever the name Egypt or
Alexandria is mentioned.

I was quite a boy when first I saw that celebrated city and visited it
with my father during a vacation from school, and since then I have
travelled through nearly every country upon the face of the earth and
sailed on every sea and ocean. I have visited Alexandria many times
in later years, but the memories of my first visit seem to recall the
scenes and incidents which charmed and fascinated me in my boyhood’s
happy days in the long ago.

The “donkey boys” of Alexandria are a feature in themselves, the
hackmen of our own country, in their most palmy days, could not begin
to compare with the cool, rascally impudence of these celebrated “ boys.”
Just as soon as you land from your boat they will crowd around you,
and Nolens Volens forcibly drag you along, actually lifting you into the
saddle and compelling you to ride their patient, enduring little animals.
These boys prevent their donkeys from running away, when not working,
by simply tying up one of the forelegs, instead of hitching them as we do
our animals to a post or fence. They give their donkeys very peculiar
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EGYPT, THE CRADLE OF ANCIENT MASONRY. 5

names, such as: Napoleon, John Bull, Yankee Doodle, Mark Twain,
Moses, Jesus Christ, etc.

The Grand Square or Place Mokammed Ali, formerly called the
Place des Consuls, is the most noticeable place in Alexandria to-day, and
reminds one of a European city. It is embellished with beautiful trees
and fountains, with a very fine equestrian statue of Mohammed Ali
erected in the centre. The statue is sixteen feet high and stands upon
a pedestal of Tuscan marble, twenty feet in height, making the monu-
ment in all thirty-six feet. The whole square is surrounded with
magnificent edifices, and among them are some very fine hotels with all
our modern improvements. They have some very fine stores here that
will compare favorably with any of those in our own cities. In this
square are located some of the prominent public buildings, and it is the
regular promenade for the Europeans and Americans who live there.
In fact, all classes of people go there to enjoy themselves after the busi-
ness hours of the day. ’

We visited Pompey’s Pillar, located a short distance from the
city, which stands upon a mound forty feet high, as near as I can
remember. According to some historians, this was the site of the
Serapeum, situated in the Egyptian quarter of Rhacotis near the
catacombs. This celebrated pillar is constructed of red granite, no
doubt brought from the quarries of Syene, near the first cataract of the
Nile, on the borders of Nubia, to which we shall refer later on.

Pompey’s Pillar stands upon a square base or plinth, and bears a
Greek inscription which most certainly proves that it was erected to honor
the Emperor Diocletian. The shaft is composed of a single piece of
granite, seventy-three feet long and twenty-nine feet eight inches in
circumference, crowned with a Corinthian capital nine feet high.
The base is about fifteen feet square, making the column nearly one
hundred feet in height. It is one of the first objects to be seen on
approaching the harbor of Alexandria and it is well worth a visit.

A party of English sailors, while ashore on liberty one day, flew a
kite over this monument, and in this way they placed a string over it,
then they drew over a stouter and stronger one, until, eventually they
succeeded in drawing up a rope ladder, by the means of which they
ascended to the top and displayed the British flag upon its summit.



6 EGYPT, THE CRADLE OF ANCIENT MASONRY.

They discovered a cavity on the top, in the capital, showing that at some
time or other something must have occupied the hollow, and it has
been claimed by some writers that a statue once stood there. This
pillar does not in any way owe its name to the great Pompey, who
was murdered off the Egyptian coast by his ward Ptolemy, but to a
Roman Prefect of the same name, who, as is proven by the inscription
it bears, erected it in honor of the Emperor Diocletian “ the guardian
genius of the city,” in return for a gift of grain he had sent to the
Alexandrians (during a year of famine, no doubt).

The two obelisks that are called Cleopatra’s Needles were erected
at Heliopolis in B. c. 1,500 by Thothmes III one of the greatest Egypt-
ian Pharoahs, in order to commemorate victories over his enemies in
the “ Golden Age of Egypt.”” They were brought from that great
City of the Sun for the express purpose of decorating the temple of
Caser (The Cesereum), in Alexandria, during the reign of Tiberius.
One of these stupendous monoliths was given to the English Gov-
ernment by Mohammed Alij, and after considerable delay it was finally
shipped to England in the year 1877, where it eventually arrived,
having passed through great danger of loss by shipwreck, and
stands to-day upon the Thames embankment, a relic of one of Egypt’s
grandest monarchs. The dimensions of this stone are sixty-eight feet
long and seven feet seven inches across the base. The other one was
brought to New York, by Commander Goringe, in the year 1880. This
obelisk is seventy-one feet long, and seven feet seven inches at the base,
measured across the face of the stone. I have often sat upon the com-
panion stone, as it laid lengthwise beside this monolith, deciphering
the hieroglyphics and pondering upon the glory that belonged to a
people who built such magnificent monuments to adorn the banks of their
grand old river Nile. Both of these obelisks were quarried in Syene,
and are composed of the same kind and quality of granite as that in
Pompey’s Pillar.

These monoliths were erected to honor omne of Egypt's mighty
warriors nearly thirty-five centuries ago, and yet, now, they are the
admiration of people not in existence when this great and powerful
king conquered the Maharania of Mesopotamia, and blazoned upon
their stony sides the deeds that he had done to thoroughly estab-
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lish his kingdom, upon the banks of the river Nile, in the hoary civ-
ilization of a far away past. When Commander Goringe lowered this
magnificent monolith from its pedestal in Alexandria, in order to ship it
to America, they found beneath the stone a number of Masonic emblems
as,—an apron, a trowel, a trestle board, the two ashlars, etc. The
discovery of these emblems, placed beneath this mighty monolith
by our ancient Brethren, must most assuredly demonstrate to the present
generation that the peculiar rites and ceremonies practiced by the
speculative (?) masons of the twentieth century, in erecting and
dedicating their monuments and temples, were not only performed
by the practical, operative masons at the beginning of our present
era, but in every epoch of the world’s history. This proves the verity of
our rituals, in the statement that Masonry has existed from time imme-
morial, and that the most intelligent men in every age have been
members of our most Illustrious Fraternity.

There were two Libraries in Alexandria during the reign of the
Ptolemies that were the envy and admiration of the nations of antiquity.
Ptolemy Soter was the founder of the one that bore his name, and he
collected a very large number of books for the especial purpose of
drawing together the most eminent scholars and learned men of
the world for the improvement of the Sciences, Arts, Philosophies,
etc.,, and founding in Alexandria a Museum or College like that of the
Royal Society of London, England, or the Royal Academy of Paris,
France. There is no doubt but Ptolemy Soter communicated his
love of learning, the development of the intellectual qualifications, as
well as the collecting of valuable books, to his son Ptolemy Philadelphus,
for we positively know, from the historical records of that age, that this
young king, previous to his father’s death, sent learned men to all
parts of Greece and Asia, to collect the most valuable books to be
found in those countries, and bring them to Egypt, in order to grace and
adorn the shelves of the Library in Alexandria, and to enrich the
collection that had already been made by his father. Ptolemy Philadel-
phus followed up the work, so ably begun by his predecessor, in
enlarging the Soter Library, already established in the Regio Brucheum,
then the most magnificent quarter of the city, the abode of. royalty,
and the location of the splendid palaces -of the Ptolemies. He also
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organized and established a Library in the Serapeum, the celebrated
temple of Serapis, the principal building of the Regzo Rhacotis, or regular
Egyptian quarter of the city. This celebrated building was of such
remarkable magnificence and beauty that it rivalled those glorious
buildings of the Roman Capitol.

According to the best authorities the Serapeum occupied the site of
the mound whereon stands Pompey’s Pillar, and that column is said, by
some writers, to have formed a part of this remarkable edifice. ‘The
structure was supported by firmly built arches, distributed through
various subterranean passages. The building itself was surrounded
by a quadrangular portico, leading from which were most magnificent
halls and corridors, wherein was placed exquisite statuary that
demonstrated their knowledge in the arts, while the books upon the
shelves showed the source from whence they derived their wondrous
knowledge of science and philosophy ; but the triumph of the Soter and
Serapeum Libraries was in the presence of the most learned men and
scholars, who came from all quarters of the earth, men who had passed
through the various stages of culture and refinement, in their own coun-
tries, and had been attracted to this wondrous city of Alexandria by the
stupendous development belonging to the Egyptian civilization during
the dynasty of the Ptolemies.

Ptolemy Euergetus appropriated all the books that were brought into
Egypt by foreigners, no matter from whence they came, or who they
were. He placed them in the Libraries, and when the owners made com-
plaint about the seizure of their books, they were given a copy, but
the original would remain in the Library, and in this manner he was ena-
bled to gather an enormous number of the most valuable works, all of
which were added to either the Soter or Serapeum Libraries, until accord-
ing to Calimachus, who was the librarian under Ptolemy FEuergetus,
a catalogue of the books was formed and the two Libraries classified.
By arranging them into one hundred and twenty classes, he found that
there were seven hundred thousand in the Soter and four hundred thou-
sand in the Serapeum.

I do not wish to enter into a description of the Alexandrian School of
Literature and Philosophy, but simply to state that all peoples were bene-
fited by Egyptian civilization and her marvellous intellectual advance-
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ment. It is a well known fact that the Alexandrian philosophers and
scholars devoted a vast amount of their time and attention to the transla-
tion, into Greek and other languages, of the priceless treasures that
had been placed upon the shelves of these most magnificent Libraries.
In disseminating their knowledge throughout the world, by transla-
tions into a language common among the learned men of that age, they
benefited all mankind, some of whom made antiquity illustrious with the
knowledge gained through drinking from this most glorious fount of
ancient Egyptian wisdom. There are various conflicting accounts of the
destruction of the magnificent Soter Library, and it has been very difficult
for me to decide as to which is the true or the false, because there has
been a vast amount of evidence brought forward by various writers, for
and against, which, as I say, makes it difficult to arrive at a decision; but
_after careful investigation I have come to the conclusion that all the
priceless volumes upon the shelves of this stupendous library were
destroyed by the order of the Caliph Omar, in A.D. 641, after Amru
took possession of Alexandria and its libraries.

History informs us that a celebrated peripatetic philosopher and
a friend of Amru, called John the Grammarian lived in Alexandria
at the time it was forcibly wrested from the Persians by the Arabian
General Amru, B.c. 640. John went to him immediately and requested
that he give him the books .contained in the Soter Library. Amru told
him it would be impossible to grant such a request himself, but that
he would write to the Caliph Omar for his consent. The Caliph on
receiving the request from Amru made answer thereto that “If those
books contain the same doctrine with the Koran, they could be of no use,
since the Koran contained all necessary truths; but if they contained any
thing contrary to that book, they ought to be destroyed; and therefore,
whatever their contents, he ordered them to be burned,” in consequence
of which they were given to the public baths of the city to be used
as fuel, and we are informed, by the best authorities, that these priceless
treasures of knowledge and information supplied those furnaces with fire
for a period of six months.

It is also positively asserted, by some historians, that by an order
of the Christian, Theodosius, the Serapeum was sacked, the books
destroyed, the magnificent building pillaged, and the exquisite statuary
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broken. What had been the admiratior of the civilized world, the very
centre and source of intellectual development, was completely destroyed
by fanatical and bigoted Christians. There are many other accounts
of the destruction of these libraries and their contents. One relates
that a fire destroyed the valuable treasures, both books and building.
Some writers give one account and some another; but one thing is
certain, and that is they were destroyed. By whom, when, or how, it is
difficult to decide, but we are positively certain that the destruction
of these libraries was assuredly one of the most barbarous and unpar-
donable acts ever committed by the hand of man. This vandalism
resulted in the suppression of the Greek School of Philosophy, and
turned the European world into the dark night of Christian barbarism
that hung over the people like a deadly nightmare for twelve hundred
years. The Christians have branded this era of Christian domination
“The Dark Ages.”

Alexandria has two harbors, the O/d or Western, and the New or
Eastern. The former is most decidedly the better of the two. It has a
good anchorage close to the town, with from twenty to forty feet of water.
A very fine breakwater protects the Old harbor, allowing shipping to lie
safely at anchor at all times of the year without fear of wind or storm.
There are three entrances leading into this celebrated harbor, but the
middle is the principal one, considered to be the best, and the one most
generally used; it is fully a quarter of a mile wide, is well marked
and buoyed, so that pilots have no difficulty in taking vessels through
this channel into the deep water of the harbor and pointing out the
anchorage.

The Eastern or New harbor is very seldom used on account of its
exposure to the heavy winds from the North. At one time this harbor
was the only place in which “ Christian " vessels were allowed to anchor.
It was never considered safe, in fact it was more like an open roadstead ;
but now we very seldom find vessels in the New harbor, because
the Old harbor is now in common use. Shipping from all parts of the
world may be seen lying safely at anchor, side by side, in one of the
best ports in the Mediterranean Sea—the Old harbor of Alexandria.

Ah! what glorious days I have spent in sailing from one harbor to
another, examining the various pointé of interest and listening to the
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legends and stories told by my friend and companion, Abd-el-Belek.
I have much enjoyed a visit to the breakwater, to the queer Turkish fleet
of old-fashioned men of war, with their three and four tiers of guns,
the palace on the Ras-et-tyn, and the ancient site of ‘ Pharos,” the cele-
brated lighthouse, as well as sailing around ‘ pirates’ bay,” the strong-
hold of the ancient Greek and Pheenician sea rovers, who made this bay
their headquarters long centuries before the great Alexander was born.
I have often sat upon the thwart of our boat, when becalmed of a lovely
moonlight night, and watched the twinkling lights of the shipping in the
distance, and the swarthy faces of our boatmen, pondering upon the glory
of aucient Egypt and the hoary civilization on the banks of the Nile,
when our great ancestors were digging clams with stone hatchets in the
lagoons of Europe, and the altars of the Druids ran red with the blood of
human sacrifice.

The catacombs of Alexandria are not very extensive, and are of
Egypto-Greek origin. Strabo states in book 17, page 795, that “the
quarter where it is placed had the name of the Necropolis.” I did not
find anything of especial interest in these receptacles of the dead, but I
simply call the attention of my readers to the place and the fact that they
can be very easily found by simply calling a donkey boy, jumping on to
his little animal and telling the boy where you want to go. It is not far
and the trip will only cost you about a quarter of a dollar. It is close to
Pompey’s Pillar and you can visit both places on the same trip.

There are quite a number of places one may visit on donkey back,
and very enjoyable ones, more especially if you have friends to accom-
pany you.

The Pharos, or lighthouse, was situated on the extreme point of the
Island of Pharos. Its foundation was commenced by Ptolemy Soter, but
was not completed until the reign of his son and successor, Ptolemy
Philadelphus, about the year B. c. 283, at a cost of eight hundred talents.
It was constructed of beautiful white marble and built in the shape of a
tower that was five hundred and fifty-two feet high, on the top of
which a fire was kept continually burning, said to have been dis-
tinctly visible forty-two miles at sea. It was erected for the purpose
of directing sailors into the bay and harbor of Alexandria. History
informs us that the following inscription was carved upon it: ‘ King
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Ptolemy to the gods, the saviours, for the benefit of sailors,” but
Sostratus, the architect, who was desirous of having the honor of erect-
ing this magnificent edifice, cut his own name upon the stones of the
tower and covered it with cement, upon which he lightly chiselled
this inscription. In the course of time the cement decayed, disappeared
and dropped from the face of the stone or tower, taking with it the name
of Ptolemy, and in its place was to be seen: ‘Sostratus the Cnidian,
son of Dexphanes, to the gods, the saviours, for the benefit of sailors.”
This justly celebrated lighthouse, or tower, was considered to be one
of the wonders of the world.

The population of Alexandria during the reign of the Ptolemies
was estimated at nearly half a million, but it dwindled down to a few
thousand at the end of the eighteenth century. To-day it has a
population of two hundred and forty thousand, sixty thousand of whom
are FEuropeans, principally Greeks, Italians, French and English.
According to Josephus 1: 31, he estimated the population of this city
at three hundred thousand, and the whole of Egypt at seven million.

It was in this city, on the steps of the Caesereum, that Hypatia,
the maiden philosopher of Greece, was brutally murdered by order of
Archbishop Cyril in the year A. D. 415. She had been lecturing to
the assembled thousands in the immense auditorium of this magnifi-
cent structure upon her favorite questions: “ Where are we? What am
I? What can I know? and Where am I loved?” By her eloquence
and the subjects chosen for her lectures she drew immense numbers
to hear her, at the same time evoked the envy and wrath of the Christ-
ians, which eventually led to her destruction and the suppression of the
Greek School of Philosophy, to which I have previously referred. At
her death, when the glorious Theosophical and Philosophical truths
were stamped out, it gave great power into the hands of the early
Church Fathers, revolutionizing the whole world and bringing on the
“Dark Ages” of Christian barbarism, or the rule of the Catholic
Church over the people, for long, weary centuries. At this time
it was considered proper to kill any one, even a bosom friend or
nearest relative, if they dared to advocate a religion that was inimical
to the Catholic faith, and we should ever remember that from the fourth
to the end of the seventeenth century, the Catholic Church dominated
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the whole of the European nations, their governments, laws, literature,
religion, sciences, and philosophies. Human rights were unknown,
while ignorance, outrage, oppression, and injustice ruled supreme. The
tentacles of the Roman Catholic Octopus enwrapped the most intel-
ligent men of the age in its deadly fold and drank the life-blood of
countless thousands.

All literature not officially sanctioned or approved by the Romish
Church was proscribed under the penalty of death, and Dr. Draper
informs us that “ men in terror burned their libraries in order to save
themselves and families from destruction.” From the commencement
of the Christian era until the end of the eighteenth century, the
Romish Church, in its cruelty and bigotry, gave to human rights and
individual liberty not the shadow of a chance to believe according to
the dictates of its own conscience, in fact the Romish Church in those
days was kept busy hunting out, condemning, and burning at the
stake ‘“ witches” and heretics. During this age the rack and stake
were the
bosom of ‘“ Holy Mother Church.” Dr. Dick, an ecclesiastic writer, says

‘mild” persuaders to bring both men and women into the

that one hundred thousand of Germany’s most intelligent men and
women were burned alive at the stake during the fourteenth century
for the crime of witch-craft alone.

John Wesley, the celebrated divine, informs us in his sermons
that the religious contentions and persecutions were so fierce and unspar-
ing during this age of Christian “ Brotherly Love” that forty millions
were slaughtered within the short space of forfy years. Was ever record
of death so awful and appalling as this? But, thank God, we have
passed beyond the damnable power of this Roman Catholic Octopus.
They know their hold upon the people is gradually but surely slip-
ping away, and it is only a question of time when the Romish Church
will be, like her most firm adherent and supporter—Spain—a thing of
the past, for with her downfall on this American continent, tke dawn of
a New Light and a New Era will beam forth. As man stands erect
within the rays of effulgent glory, with arms outstretched to wel-
come the coming of this New Light that will give him Free Thought,
Free Conscience and Free Government, the cross of bondage falls behind
him into the shadows of the dark past, among the falling ruins of the
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Romish institutions that have in every age been the most bitter and
relentless foe of education, in free secular schools, because, so long as
they can keep the world and people in ignorance, just so long will
they be enabled to rule it with their mummeries.

My dear Brothers, let me quote you parts of two speeches that
were made by two Methodist ministers at the Methodist Convention
held in St. Paul’'s Methoedist Episcopal Church, New York, Novem-
ber 19th, 1900. Bishop Goodsell, of Tennessee, while speaking of
the work that was being done by their Missionaries in Southern
Europe, said: “There are many who doubt whether we have done
any work in Italy, the land of superstition and priestcraft; whether
we could ever hope to accomplish anything there, in the face of the
tremendous press of adverse thought with which we are confronted.
The fact is, we sent one of our workers into Italy. He soon made
up his mind that in Rome we had to do as do the Romans. He
began by training the young, by taking them into our schools and
seminaries. The work is slow, but its value has been recently
testified to by the pontiff himself, who has honored us by excom-
municating every one, teachers and pupils alike, connected with our
institutions of learning. In his effort to preserve for himself the
triple crown of papacy, lie has issued a sweeping interdiction against
the schools, and every one passing through their gates. This, how-
ever, has only made us more determined to wipe out a system
which has created, out of a former man of empire, a cringing beggar
with a monkey and a grind-organ.”

At the same place and during the same Convention the Rev. Dr. C.
W. Drees said: ‘ Christendom is divided into two camps, with Protes-
tantism on one hand and Greek and Roman Catholicism on the other.
The time is upon us when, anew, the questions which appeared in the
Protestant reformation will begin to agitate the world, and demand to be
pushed to their final issue. After slumbering through four centuries,
these self-same questions were awakened, by the last act of infamy, of the
pontiff in declaring himself infallible. Within twenty-four hours after
that blasphemous declaration lhad been written, on the triple crown of
Rome, the Prussian armies invaded Catholic France. Forty-five days
later the battle of Sedan was fought, with Protestant Prussia the victor,
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and twenty days only had elapsed when the united armies entered the
‘holy city’ where the pope held sway, bringing with them carloads of
Bibles. The pope lost his temporal power, and since that day the creed
has been weakening. »

“The Roman Church at one time held sway everywhere, but now
both that church and Spanish domination have fallen off their high
pedestals. When Spain is arraigned the Catholic church should be
arraigned with that power as co-respondent. Ever since Isabella signed
away the liberty of Spain to the pope there has been illegitimate alli-
ance between statecraft and priestcraft against human liberty and human
progress.”

The Cesareum was commenced by Cleopatra, but, it was not
finished until long after her death, then it received the name Casareum,
to honor the Emperor Augustus, in whose reign it was finished, and it
was dedicated to his worship. Philo, of Alexandria, who lived in A. D. 60,
gives us a description of this magnificent temple, stating that it was
“facing a secure harbor, filled with votive offerings consisting of pictures
and statues of gold and silver, and surrounded with a vast enclosure
containing priestly residences, a library, sacred grove, propylae, and large
apartments, all open to the air, and all richly ornamented.” It became
a Christian Cathedral during the reign of Constantine. It was burned
by the soldiers of Constantius, restored in A.D. 365 and completely
destroyed by the Pagans during the reign of Valentinian and Valens.
It was then rebuilt once more in the year A. D. 363 by Athanasius and
remained the Cathedral church of the Patriarch of Alexandria until it
fell into the hands of the Arabs in the year A.D. 640, when Amru cap-
tured the city. It once more became a Christian church in the year A. .
727, and remained so until it was completely destroyed by fire in the
year A.D. g12. There are a great many places of interest in the city
and immediate vicinity that will well repay one for the time expended in
visiting them; for instance: The Mahmudiya Canal, Lake Mareotis, the
Saltworks, the Palace on the Ras-et-tyn, Pompey’s Pillar, Catacombs, etc.

One of the most delightful trips for me was a visit to the site of
the celebrated Pharos, whose tower is said to have been destroyed by an
earthquake in the year A.D. 1203, the ruins of which are still visible
beneath the waters of the sea on any calm day when the water is smooth
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and unrufled. One can spend a very pleasant day in visiting the town
of Ramleh. The botanist will here find a fertile field in which to ramble
for collections; as here, around Alexandria, he or she will be enabled to
obtain specimens of over one-half the entire Flora of Egypt. The
flowering season is said to begin about Christmas in the vicinity of Alex-
andria, after the winter rains are over, but, of course the abundance of
flowers depend in a great measure upon the Autumn rainfall. If these
rains start about the latter part of October and continue through
November, flowers of every variety will be found in plenty in the follow-
ing season, which is said to begin about the first of January. At this
time dame nature comes forth in her most charming colors, although
many beautiful plants and flowers are to be found at all seasons of the
year. The only fern that is to be found in Egypt is the common maid-
en-hair (Adzantum capillus—Veneris L.). ‘There are many Southern
European and British plants to be found in the marsh-lands at Gabari,
near the shore of Lake Mareotis. The most characteristic part of the
botany of Egypt are the aquatic plants that are generally found in
various canals and many of the ancient water courses of the old river,
as well as the lakes and marshes near the shore, where the water is quiet
and placid. The average rainfall at Alexandria is twelve inches.
Alexandria! Egypt ! what a host of recollections these names recall !
They carry me back to the land of stupendous temples and the ruins of
a prehistoric civilization. After carefully examining the ruined temples
in the wondrous valley of the Nile, searching among the tombs and
ruins that lie scattered broadcast from omne end of it to the other, I find
that Masonry has existed through all ages, and has been the admira-
tion of the most intelligent men of every epoch of the world’s history,
verifying the statements made by our rituals that “ Masonry has been in
existence from time immemorial,” and I most firmly believe that our glor-
ious Fraternity can date its origin back more than two thousand years
before the building of the temple by our three Grand Masters. This
event took place, according to Josephus, in the second month, which the
Hebrews call Jur, and in the eleventh year of the reign of our Grand
Master, Hiram, King of Tyre. I also firmly believe that it would have
been simply impossible, for such a grand and glorious Fraternity as ours,
to have sprung into an immediate existence simply in building the temple
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upon the threshing-floor of Ornan, the Jebusite. Practical, Operative
Masonry was thoroughly comprehended long centuries before that event,
as is evidenced by those stupendous and magnificent temples that existed
in the Land of old Khemi, upon the banks of the Nile, ages before David,
King of Israel, bought the land from Ornan, whereon to erect a temple
to the most High God, in which to practice the esoteric teachings handed
down to us from one generation to another.

There is, at the present day, scattered all over Egypt, India, Syria,
the valley of the Euphrates and the plains of Shinar, monuments and
ruins of temples covered with hieroglyphic inscriptions, showiﬁg beyond
the shadow of a doubt, that Ancient Masonry had its origin long cen-
turies before the dawn of authentic history; aye, back beyond the dim
realms of the ancient myths. These wonderful fabrics were erected
by our ancient Brethren, who most assuredly possessed a far greater
knowledge of the mechanical arts and sciences than is known to the
architects of the present day. Otherwise they could not have built such
stupendous buildings, or carried across the desert sands such enormous
blocks of stone, with which to build the temples in which to perpetuate
the peculiar rites and ceremonies of our most illustrous fraternity, as well
as to celebrate the most High God of Israel; and I firmly believe that
those ancient teachings have been handed down to us, until we find them,
at the present day, across the threshold of this wonderful twentieth
century, a monument of glory to the most eminent men of all ages and
through all time.

Herodotus informs us that the high priests of Thebes were in
direct line for three hundred and forty-five generations, and instances are
recorded wherein the occupation of architect has descended from father
to son for twenty-two generations. It is a well-known fact that the
knowledge of the Egyptians was concealed from the lower classes, and if
they wished to communicate any of their esoteric teachings to the learned
men of other countries, it was given to them, accompanied with peculiar
signs and symbols. Certain rites and ceremonies had to be performed
by the priests at the initiation of the neophyte into the fraternity, and
every Brother, Elu, Knight, or Prince had proof positive that each
and all of these sublime Theosophical and Philosophical teachings

and ceremonies originated in the far away FEast, the “Land of the
2



18 EGYPT, THE CRADLE OF ANCIENT MASONRY.

Vedas,” under the very shadow of the Hindu Kush and Himalaya
Mountains.

The student in Masonic lore will find the signs and symbols
used in our illustrious fraternity to-day identical with those used by our
ancient Brethren long centuries before Christ, and many of these signs
and symbols are to be found engraved upon the walls of the tombs and
temples of the ruined cities throughout Egypt, Assyria and India, from
the cave temples of Nubia, across the dark waters, and beyond the cave
temples of Elephanta and into the far interior of the ‘“Land of the
Vedas.” He will realize that there is no portion of these countries in
which traces of Masonry cannot be found, from the symbolic serpent of
the Garden of Eden to the symbol of Christianity, the cross, or ancient
Nilometer, that was in use long centuries before Moses was born, even
to the emblems placed thereon. To the student of symbolism the field is
inexhaustible, and the true meaning of each and every one of them ought
to be especially interesting to the members of our ancient fraternity,
because we practice the rites and perform thie ceremonies just as they
have been handed down to us, ever remembering as Brother Albert Pike
says in his “ Morals and Dogmas,” page 106:

“'The ceremonies and lessons of these degrees (Blue Lodge) have
been for ages more and more accommodating themselves by curtailment
and sinking into commonplace, to the often limited memory and capacity
of the master and instructor, and to the intellect and needs of the pupil
and initiate ; that they have come to us from an age when symbols were
used, not to rewveal, but to conceal, when the commonest learning was
confined to a select few, and the simplest principles of morality seemed
newly discovered truths; and that these antique and simple degrees
now stand like the broken colummns of a roofless Druidical temple, in
their rude and mutilated greatness; in many parts also corrupted by
time, and disfigured by modern additions and absurd interpretations.
They are but the entrance to the great Masonic temple, the triple
columns of the portico.” .

Yet, notwithstanding all these things, we must certainly admit that
Masonry and its precepts have been miraculously preserved, through the
long drifting centuries, by our ancient brethren, who endeavored to re-veil
the symbology that had come down through various epochs from time
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immemorial. Every initiate must assuredly admit that it is a won-
derful organization, because through the rise and fall of empires,
through the changing forms of civilization, in every country throughout
the world, it has ever and always preserved its onward march, and time’s
devastating hand itself has, through every age, seemingly nurtured and
fostered our most illustrious fraternity, through the wreck of mighty
Empires. '

It has withstood the shock and force that destroyed Babylon,
the Queen city of the world, with her wonderful “ Hanging Gardens”
and stupendous palaces; Egypt and her golden age has passed away
with her wondrous knowledge of the mechanical arts and sciences;
cultured Greece with her marble miracles, and imperial Rome has bowed
their mighty heads beneath the dust of centuries; aye, fallen never to rise
again; while Masonry, our glorious fraternity, without any territorial
possessions, without any particular race or power to sustain it, comes
forth from the misty veil of the past, sublimely grand and beautiful. It
stands to-day across the threshold of the twentieth century a monu-
ment of glory to those Elu’s whose watchwords were MoORALITY
AND TRuTH, and who were ever and always opposed to Zyranny and
Fanaticism, devoting their lives from one generation to another /o
the destruction of ignorance, whose hearts were filled with ZBencvo-
lence, Chartty and Brotherly Sympathy to all Men. They were ever
directed, by Honor and Duty, to study the profound symbology of
Ancient Masonry, to give it their most earnest and profound attention.
By so doing they might thus be enabled to attain a far greater knowledge
of its sublime meaning, and be better prepared to help their aspiring
brother starting up the ladder, to a knowledge of those beautiful
teachings that contain the same altruistic ideas which have ever led men
on to LigHT AND TRUTH, through every age of the world’s history.
These teachings enable them to practice the esoteric truths of high mor-
ality that bind us all in fraternal bonds of Masonic love, fitting us to lead
higher and purer lives. In mingling with the outer world they might
demonstrate to every man that Masonic precepts engender a love of mor-
ality, virtue and truth that will never die, but will live forever to the
honor and glory of our most illustrious fraternity and to the Supreme
Architect of the Universe. - '
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The ladder to which I referred above, with its seven steps or rungs,
are to be found in all the ancient mysteries, as a very important symbol,
that will demonstrate to our aspiring candidate his passage from Rock fo
Man, or unfold to his wondering gaze nature’s evolutionary processes.
This symbol was used in the Indian Mysteries for the express purpose
of reminding our aspirant that the ‘‘ Eternal Pilgrim” or soul had to
pass through seven different stages or planes in order to reach perfection.

The rites, as performed in India by those Hierophants of old, taught
men that perfection is reached by gradual stages, and that knowledge
could very easily be gained by simply reading the thoughts of others.
If we desire to become M7se and attain Wisdom: we must climb
the ladder ourselves, or in other words, We must think for owurselves.
In the Mazedean mysteries, in place of the ladder, they used the seven
ascending caverns that led the aspirant on to the same conclusions—a
knowledge of Self and its Divine possibilities. In fact, all the rites of
the ancient Mysteries embodied the same idea of the Seplenary, for in
each and every one the candidate was conducted through variant states
or stages, each representing different planes of being, until he stands
upon the topmost rung of the ladder in the dazzling Light of Wispom.
Having thus attained the culminating point, he now understands
himself, and consequently knows that he stands in the presence of his
God, and realizes that He and his Father are One, and that “He shall go
no more out.”’

I do not wish to dilate upon the profound philosophy that under-
lies our symbology at the very start, but shall endeavor to lead you,
by gradual stages, to the understanding of many of our beautiful
symbols, and show you the road that will enable you to come to an
understanding of the Holy Doctrine, a knowledge of which will unfold to
you THE RovAL SecrRET. There are Secrets or Hidden Truths, and
most profound ones, embodied in every emblem belonging to our glorious
Fraternity, and we possess the Key to the /rx¢ meaning of their sublime
esoteric Truths, and will unfold them as we proceed with our work.

The temperature in the city of Alexandria is never so high as in
Cairo or Upper Egypt, which is due to the blowing of the North West
winds. The mean temperature here ranges from 60° F. in winter, to
75° in summer. There is considerable humidity in the atmosphere in
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all of the coast towns; hence the heat is much more oppressive than in
the interior, although the days are much cooler and the nights much
warmer than in those cities farther inland.

There are quite a number of Masonic Lodges in the city of
Alexandria, working under the English, Scotch and other jurisdictions.
The meetings are held in different buildings in various parts of the city.
Those of the English meet in the Boulevard Ishmailiya, while those of
the Scottish Jurisdiction meet in the Place Mohammed Ali. The Royal
Arch Masons are well represented here, so is the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite, wherein are taught the glorious symbology of Ancient
Masonry in all its sublimity and grandeur, from the time that our
aspiring candidate passes between the two columns that established in
strength the Wisdom that permeated her Sanctuaries, until he fully
comprehends the true meaning of “ THE MYSTERY OF THE BALANCE.”
Then, like the initiates of old, he mus/ do his duty, stretch forth his
hand, and lift his Brother by the way-side to a knowledge of Truth. In
lifting the infant Moses from the throbbing bosom of the river Nile,
Pharaoh’s daughter gave to humanity one of the brightest men of the
world’s history. We also, who have ascended the ineffable heights,
and have learned the esoteric meaning of the various symbols and
allegories permeating the ceremonies of our glorious Rite should not
hide its sublime teachings from the Brother who is searching for Light
and Truth, and who is following the path that we ourselves have trod.
We should share with him the knowledge that we have gained in our
arduous climb, for by sharing with him the Light which illuminates
our path, we may be enabled to help him on to higher planes of
Spiritual unfoldment and to a knowledge of his Higher Self.

Masonry has its decalogue, which is a law to its Initiates.
These are its Ten Commandments:

FIRST.

God is the Eternal, Omnipotent, Immutable WispoM and Supreme
INTELLIGENCE and Exhaustless Love.

Thou shalt adore, revere, and love Him !

Thou shalt honor Him by practising the virtues!
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SECOND.
Thy religion shall be, to do good because it is a pleasure to thee,
and not merely because it is a duty.
That thou mayest become the friend of the wise man, thou shalt
obey his precepts!
Thy soul is immortal! Thou shalt do nothing to degrade it!

THIRD.
Thou shalt unceasingly war against vice!
Thou shalt not do unto others that which thou wouldst not wish

them to do unto thee!
Thou shalt be submissive to thy fortunes, and keep burning the

light of wisdom !
FOURTH.

Thou shalt honor thy parents!

Thou shalt pay respect and homage to the aged!
Thou shalt instruct the young!

Thou shalt protect and defend infancy and innocence!

FIFTH.

Thou shalt cherish thy wife and thy children !
Thou shalt love thy country, and obey its laws!

SIXTH.
Thy friend shall be to thee a second selfl
Misfortune shall not estrange thee from him !
Thou shalt do for his memory whatever thou wouldst do for him,

if he were living |
SEVENTH.

Thou shalt avoid and flee from insincere friendships!
Thou shalt in everything refrain from excess!
Thou shalt fear to be the cause of a stain on thy memory!

EIGHTH.
Thou shalt allow no passion to become thy master!
Thou shalt make the passions of others profitable lessons to thy-

self!
Thou shalt be indulgent to error!
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NINTH.
Thou shalt hear much: Thou shalt speak little: Thou shalt
act well!
Thou shalt forget injuries!
Thou shalt render good for evil!l
Thou shalt not misuse either thy strength or thy superiority!

TENTH.

Thou shalt study to know men; that thereby thou mayest learn
to know thyself!

Thou shalt ever seek after virtue!

Thou shalt be just!

Thou shalt avoid idleness!

But the great commandment of Masonry is this: “A new com-
mandment give I unto you: that ye love one another! He that
saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, remaineth still in
the darkness.”

Brother Pike says: “Such are the moral duties of a Mason.
But it is also the duty of Masonry to assist in elevating the moral
and intellectual level of society; in coining knowledge, bringing
ideas into circulation, and causing the mind of youth to grow; and
in putting, gradually, by the teachings of axioms and the promul-
gation of positive laws, the human race, in harmony with its des-
tinies.”
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Ruined Temples—Masonry and Iits Spmbols,



The ruins of Egypt are the tattered pages,
The archives of the nation passed away,
{Whose Bicropba;mts and ancient sages

Lived 'mid the scenes that we tread to-day;
We wander midst the stupendous glory

Of ancient €gypt, in ber golden age,

Hnd as we ramble read the story,

Then, passing on, we turn the page.
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CHAPTER II.

RUINED TEMPLES—MASONRY AND MASONIC SYMBOLS.

the one which gave its name to the period when the Theban

Empire yielded her exalted position to the growing power of the
cities of the Delta, extending from the twentieth dynasty to the conquest
of the valley of the Nile by Alexander the Great in the year B. C. 332.
During this period many magnificent temples and tombs were erected
that were the admiration of the learned men of Greece and other coun-
tries, many of whom went to Egypt for the express purpose of acquir-
ing knowledge and information not obtainable in their own countries,
and where they perfected their studies in science, art, and phil-
osophy peculiar to the Golden Age of Egypt. The tutelar deity
of this ancient city of Sais, was the goddess Neith, whom the Greeks
identified with their Athene. She is very often represented with a
weaver’s shuttle, and is also frequently seen armed with bow and
arrows, corresponding to the warlike goddess of the Greek Minerva,
worshipped both by the Egyptians and the Libyans. There is no
question in my mind, but, that this identification of Neith with Athene
caused Pausanias to believe that Pallas-Athene originally came from
Libia, to which Sais was frequently considered to belong. If the Egypt-
ians did really conceive of the goddess Neith as weaving, it was only
in a figurative sense, as c¢realing. Upon her temple was inscribed:
“I am the things that have been, and that arve, and that will be; no
one hath ever me unveiled.”

Herodotus gained a vast amount of knowledge and information from
the priests of this city, as well as from 'his personal observations, and so
did hundreds of other prominent men who came from all parts of Greece
and distant countries to acquire a knowledge of the profound philoso-
phies, sciences and architecture, which belonged to these ancient people,

%AIS was the most important city during the Saitic Empire, and
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who not only erected the Pyramids and Sphinx, but adorned their
wondrous valley and Delta of the Nile with such stupendous monu-
ments, that they have been the admiration of the world down to the
present day.

It was here in Sais that Solon associated with the Hierophants of
Egypt, and Cambyses also visited this celebrated city after he had con-
quered the “Land of Egypt.” He not only admitted his being an
initiate, but he showed himself favorable to the rites and ceremonies of
the mysteries, as practiced in the temple of Neith, by permitting it to
stand as a monument to the fraternity in all its magnificence, just as he
found it, and the very fact of his doing so proves that he was not only
an initiate, but an Hierophant, who, like others before him had seen
the “Light.” His name was ‘ Ameth.” He had passed through the
purifying elements, and had most assuredly witnessed the glory which
filled the sanctuary beyond the veil shrouding the ivory portal. In see-
ing this ineffable mystic glory and having been thoroughly instructed
in the esoteric teachings, like other Initiates, he recognized the presence
of the Supreme Architect, as manifested in the beauty and grandeur
of the outer world. His mind must have been enlightened by the
“Holy Doctrine,” a knowledge of which not only purifies the heart
from sin, but drives ignorance from the mind, and insures the favor
of the gods, thus opening the gates of immortal felicity to all who
have passed beyond the veil.

The barriers have now been rent asunder and the initiate begins to
understand himself and realizes that although he is blind to his sur-
roundings and the knowledge which permeates the Kosmos, yet he
carries the light of all knowledge within his heart, aye, within his own
hand, that will light him on to the highest planes of intellectual and
spiritual development. He will appreciate the fact that by the exercise
of the inner vision all Wisdom is at his command. Every man who
stepped across the mystic portals of the ancient Mysteries followed in
the same paths trodden by those who had gone before. They learned
the same lessons, received the same Light and vowed the same vows.
In this way they were bound by a tie stronger than “ chains of brass,”
and consequently they would always endeavor to build up rather than
tear down. Thus it was that Cambyses permitted this celebrated struc-
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ture to stand. He himself had fed the sacred fire upon the altar and had
identified himself with the Hierophants who presided over the Ancient
Mysteries within this celebrated temple.

To-day there is no trace of this wondrous temple, or the royal
palace and mausoleum of the Pharoah’s connected with it. Nothing
now remains of the glory pertfining to this once celebrated city, but a
few fellaheen dwellings, claiming the name of Sais, whose glory reached
the four corners of the earth. But, to-day, the villagers only assume
the first two letters of the old name and call it Se. In the ancient city
of Sais there was a chapel that had been hewn out of a single block
of granite, brought from the quarries of Syene, the weight of which
must have been fully three hundred tons.

Herodotus tells us of the magnificence of this wondrous city and
the grandeur of the tomb of Osiris, whose columns were adorned with
palm-capitals; the statues and the rows of andro-sphinxes which led
up to the entrance of the temple were most magnificent specimens of
the best Egyptian sculpture. He also tells us of the sacred lake, etc.,
but at the present time there is very little of it to be seen to give us an
idea of its size and beauty, excepting an irregular sheet of water and
portions of an immense wall that is sixty-five feet wide and about one
thousand five hundred feet long. This wall, however, verifies the state-
ment of Herodotus respecting the lake, and to satisfy one that it must
have been a magnificent city, in its palmy days, as they never built
such stupendous walls around ordinary cities. Few relics of this once
famous city have been brought to light, and all that greets the eye of
the traveller or tourist now visiting this place, is ruin, utter ruin.

San-Tanis, or ZOAN, was a city of very great prominence during
the time of Moses, and it was in this place that both he and Aaron
compelled Pharaoh to let the Israelites go “out of the land of Egypt
and out of the house of bondage;” through the wonders they per-
formed in the field of Zoan (Exodus 7: 10, and Psalms 78: 12-43).
The site of this celebrated city is occupied to-day by Arab fishermen,
who call their village Saz, which is the Arab form of the ancient Zan
or Zoan. The inhabitants of this place are the lineal descendants of
the Blamites and Bashmusites. They were also known as Malekites,
who were, during the Christian domination, firm adherents of the
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orthodox church, but who were quite willing to embrace £/-/slam when
the opportunity offered.

These people are, in many respects, like their great ancestors,
rude and uncultured, and extremely uncivil, treating all tourists and
travellers with scant respect, but especially is this so if they be
Christians. If it were not for the expectation of obtaining a goodly
‘“baksheesh” from those who go to this place in order to examine
the ruins and site of the ‘“Field of Zoan,” they would be far more
uncourteous. ' The Greeks call this village Tanis, but the Egyptian
name agrees with that in the Scriptures, which corresponds to the
monumental name of this celebrated city. The truth of this assertion
has verification from the statue found here, which is to be seen in the
Museum of Antiquities, bearing an inscription stating that the individual
it represents was ‘‘a governor in his town, a magnate in his province
and a prefect in the towns and fields of Tan, ‘ meaning Zan or Zoan.'”

It was here the celebrated stone was found that was called by the
French “La Pierre de San.” It was that famous trilingual stone, con-
taining Greek, hieroglyphic and Demotic characters, known to the
Egyptologists as the “Decree of Kanopus,” that constituted an edict
promulgated by Ptolemy Euergetus in the year B. c. 237 at Kanopus,
then the religious capital of the country. ‘The original stone is
now to be found in the Museum of Antiquities, Gizeh, near Cairo.
There are two plaster casts of this stone, one of which has been
placed in the British Museum, the other in the Aberdeen Univer-
sity, Scotland. This limestone tablet or ‘“stele” was discovered by
Dr. Lepsius in the year 1866. It was the writing on this stone
which established the correctness of the method of deciphering the
inscriptions on the celebrated ‘ Rosette Stone,” or stele, by Cham-
polin and others. '

Stele is the name that is given to tablets of granite, limestone,
wood, or faience, so often found amid the ruins of tombs and temples in
the valley of the Nile. They were used for the purpose of inscribing
upon them the various decrees, historical records, victories of the various
Pharaohs or kings of Egypt and biographical notices of prominent men
and officials—in fact any thing of importance would be inscribed upon
these stele. The largest number of these stones have been found
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placed inside the tombs, generally in the passage-way leading into the
mummy chamber. They have also frequently been found placed just
inside the door or entrance to the sepulchre, as well as at the bier, and a
great many are to be seen set into the walls of various tombs throughout
Egypt. They vary in size and shape, according to the fashion of the
dynasty in which the individual lived. Sometimes they were rectangu-
lar, at other times lozenge or oval-shaped, but each and every one of
them were inscribed with the name of the deceased, generally setting
forth the principal events of their lives, as well as their pedigree,
titles, etc., etc. '

It is very difficult to tell the exact date of the origin of this
city or by whom founded, but from the Scriptural account we
are enabled to learn that the city of Zoan was built seven years
after Hebron was established (see Numbers 13 : 22). 'The branch of
the Nile on which this famous city of Zoan was situated was called
the Tanitic. It was the most easterly branch of this grand old
river and nearest to Palestine and Arabia, if we except that of the
Pelusiac. There is no question but that the city grew in import-
ance and power during the New Empire and when the Hyksos, in
their warlike expeditions overran and dominated this northern part
of Egypt, they found established here a race kindred to their own;
consequently they made this city their capital, and at once proceeded
to adorn and beautify it with most magnificent buildings and sculp-
tures of all kinds, employing none but Egyptian artists to do the
work, specimens of which were discovered by Mariette Bey, who threw
a vast amount of light upon this period of Egyptian history. The
rather peculiar type of sphinxes that he found here he attributed
to these shepherd kings. He also stated that the probabilities were,
that at the time one of these kings was reigning in Memphis, Joseph was
sold into Egypt and may have served under him, for, as he says,
this Pharaoh was not a pure born Egyptian, but of foreign parentage,
of shepherd descent, like himself, and the treatment Joseph received,
based upon this supposition, is far more easily understood.

Under the thirteenth dynasty this city received a great impetus.
Quite a large number of very fine monuments and colossi were
erected by Amenemhat and the two Usertesens, remains of which are
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to be found in the Museum of Gizeh, all testifying to the importance
of Zoan at that period. Although the city had reached such importance
at that time, the sanctuary of the great temple dates back to the sixth
dynasty, B. c. 3703, plainly showing the rise and fall of this wonderful
city during various epochs of Egyptian history. '

During the lives of the monarchs of the twenty-ninth dynasty
it was decorated and adorned with magnificent statues, obelisks and
most exquisite works of art, and the rulers of this dynasty, Sethi,
Rameses II and Meneptha often came here to hold their court and
join in the sacred rites and ceremonies of the ancient mysteries.

It was under the twenty-first dymasty, B. C. 1110, that Tanis or
Zoan became the capital of Egypt once more, and gave its name to the
dynasty, and also to that branch of the river Nile on which it was
situated. Under this administration the public buildings and temples
were restored; the needs of the city carefully attended to, and its
avenues beautified, but it again fell to a city of secondary consideration,
although Marietta claimed that it was a town of great importance from
the twenty-second to the twenty-sixth dynasty. He gave the name
Tanite to the twenty-third dynasty. The city again began to decline
during the reign of Amasis, by whom the capital of Egypt was removed
to Sais, making Naucratis the sole port of entry for Egypt, and com-
pelling all vessels to go tkere to load or discharge their freight. In
consequence of which Naucratis soon grew into prominence, becoming
one of the best known cities in Egypt. It was located about fifteen
miles west of the capital of Egypt (Sais.) This decree of Amasis making
Naucratis the sole port of entry for Egypt was the cause of its rapid
growth, for it gave to this place special privileges.

Herodotus tells us that this king (Amasis) “ was partial to the
Greeks,” and induced them to come and settle in Egypt. Amasis
had recognized their bravery and power during his war with Apries,
consequently, when they immigrated to this land of Egypt and estab-
lished themselves at Naucratis, this great king did all in his power to
help them, because he knew he would be enabled to depend upon them
in case of war. He afterwards verified his good opinion of them,
for when the Persians invaded Egypt he mustered them into the
Egyptian forces, and led them on to assist him in repelling the invaders.
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They responded to his call and assisted him in establishing himself
more firmly in the hearts of his countrymen and in the land of Egypt.

Amasis was born in the town of Niouph, of poor and humble
parents, but, through his wonderful abilities, his high intellectual power
and force of character, he rose to the high and exalted position of ruler,
or Pharaoh over Egypt, and over this great and mighty people. In
attaining this exalted position he was not looked upon as a legitimate
king by the higher classes, because they considered it to be an infringe-
ment upon the ancient constitutions of the Egyptians. The kings of
Egypt had always been chosen from among the priests or soldiers of the
country, but as he belonged to neither one nor the other he was consid-
ered to be ineligible, and the prominent men endeavored to have him
deposed. As he was supported by the people, who had placed him
upon the throne, they were compelled to abandon their opposition and
acknowledge him as King and Pharaoh of Egypt. '

Herodotus tells us in the second book (Zuferpe, chapter 172), ‘“ At
first his subjects looked down upon him, and held him in but small
esteem, because he had been a mere private person, and of a house of no
great distinction ; but after a time Amasis succeeded in reconciling them
to his rule, not by severity, but by cleverness. Among his other
splendors he had a golden foot-pan, in which his guests and himself
were wont, upon occasion, to wash their feet. This vessel he caused to
be broken in pieces, and made of the gold an image of one of the gods,
which he set up in the most public place in the whole city ; upon which
the Egyptians flocked to the image, and worshipped it with the utmost
reverence. Amasis finding this was so, called an assembly and opened
the matter to them, explaining how the image had been made of the
foot-pan, wherein they had been wont formerly to wash their feet, and to
put all manner of filth within it, yet now it was reverenced. And truly,
he went on to say, it had gone with him, as with the foot-pan. If he
was a private person formerly, yet now he had come to be their king.
And so he bade them honor and reverence him. Such was the mode in
which he won over the Egyptians, and brought them to be content in
his service.”

Amasis was one of the first kings of whose personal character we

know anything, and from the records that have been preserved we find
3
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that he had a very strict sense of honor and justice. It is positively
known that he devoted himself to the interests of his country and
the intellectual advancement of his fellow men. He possessed those
qualities which not only endeared him to his soldiers and countrymen,
but commanded the respect of the prominent men of all other nations.
He loved pleasure, but when business of the nation required his
services, he gave the whole of his time and attention to those require-
ments. He was a wise king, ruler, and Hierophant of the Mysteries,
and enforced the law, compelling every Egyptian to appear once a
year and demonstrate to the Governor of the Nome, in which he
lived, that he was earning an honest living, to enable him to support
his wife and family; failing to prove this the penalty was Deatl.
Draco made this same law in Athens, but afterward Solon repealed
it on account of its severity. This Egyptian King and Hierophant
thoroughly understood the “ Pole Star of Truth,” and endeavored by
his own conduct to demonstrate to all men that the teachings received
from the ancient mysteries were most sublimely grand and beautiful.
He knew full well there was mno royal road to the understanding of
its profound symbology, science and philosophies, and in order to attain
to a knowledge of the rites, ceremonies and esoteric teachings of the
various degrees, he would have to devote his time to it by earnest study,
profound attention and the soul’s deep meditation, before he would be
enabled to comprehend the ineffable beauty of the rites and ceremonies.
Like others who have passed beyond the mystic portals, he realized that
without it he would simply pass through the ceremonies of the ancient
mysteries of Egypt, but the sublimity and grandeur of the teachings
would be as incomprehensible as the veiled statue of Neith, (Isis) in
the temple of Sais.

“ Masonry is a peculiar system of morality, veiled in allegory, and
illustrated by symbols.” But we must distinctly understand that
ritualism is not Masonry. The glorious teachings embodied in the
ethics of Masonry are, and ever will be, in existence, having been
taught and promulgated through every age. And it did not require
the building of the temple by Solomon to demonstrate the profound
 morality that belonged to our glorious Fraternity, for it has had a
continuous existence through every epoch of the world’s history.
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The profound wisdom contained in the veiled symbols is most beau-
tiful and sublimely grand, and, as I have hereinbefore stated, the
real meaning of the various symbols, belonging to Masonry, must be
carefully searched out before the student can ever hope to understand the
faintest glimmer of their true meaning. This cannot be told the
aspiring candidate too often, that, in order to come to an understanding
of the true meanings that are embodied in our symbology, he must learn
the meaning contained in the very first degree, as herein lies the key or
combination to those above.

Through all countries in the world, from the cave temples of India
to those of Nubia, through the valley of the Nile and its Delta, as well as
in Chaldea, Assyria, Greece, Rome and even amid the tropical growth of
long drifting centuries in Mexico and Yucatan, are to be found, at
the present day, in all these places, monuments and ruins of temples
covered with signs, symbols and hieroglyphic inscriptions going to
prove, beyond the shadow of a doubt, that our glorious fraternity
has existed in each and every omne of them. If you will take time
to search for yourselves, as I have done, 'you will find that Free
Masonry must have originated in India, and that it was cradled
upon the banks of the Nile, beyond the dawn of authenticated history.
Here in this extremely interesting valley will be found ocular demon-
strations that our ancient brethren were mnot only speculative, but
practical, operative Masons, who beautified and adorned the world with
magnificent specimens of their work, from the Gopuras and temples of
India, the Pyramids and stupendous fabrics of Egypt to the marble
miracles of Greece and the grandest ruin of Rome—the Coliseum.

In the valley of the Nile our ancient brethren have demonstrated
their knowledge in gigantic temples and colossal monolithic statues.
The ““ Arundel Marbles” in the British Museum speak louder than a
thousand tongues to testify to the sublimity to which they had attained
in sculpture. The Acropolis and Parthenon are in ruims, but even as
they are, in their mutilated grandeur, they testify to the men of cultured
Greece and to the names of those craftsmen who wrought them. All
these things go to prove that our practical, operative brethren of a prehis-
toric age thoroughly comprehended the mechanical arts and sciences,
otherwise they never could have quarried and carried across the desert
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sands, such stupendous blocks of granite with which to build their
imposing temples, wherein they practiced the rites and performed the
ceremonies in a manner similar to our ancient craftsmen long before
Moses officiated in the temples of Egypt. These same sublimely beau-
tiful ceremonies stand to-day, across the threshold of the twentieth
century, as a monument of glory to our most ancient and illustrious
Rite and the Supreme Architect of the Universe. Those who believe in
the Supreme Architect of the Universe can unite with us, in the Masonic
fold, upon the level and true points of fellowship which unite and bind
us all in fraternal bonds of Masonic love, teaching to each and every one
the glory of the Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man.

Albert Pike states, in ‘ Morals and Dogmas,” page 726, that *“ Relig-
ion is the crown of morality, not its base. The base of morality is itself.
The moral code of Masonry is still more extensive than that developed by
philosophy. To the requisitions of the law of nature and the law of God,
it adds the imperative obligation of a contract. Upon entering the Fra-
ternity, the initiate binds to himself every Mason in the world. Once
enrolled among the Chizldren of Light, every Mason on earth becomes his
brother, and owes him the duties, the kindness, and sympathies of a bro-
ther. On every one he may call for assistance in need, protection against
danger, sympathy in sorrow, attention in sickness, and decent burial after
death. There is not a Mason in the world who is not bound to go to his
relief when he is in danger, if there be a greater probability of saving his
life than losing his own. No Mason can wrong him to the value of any-
thing, knowingly, himself, nor suffer it to be done by others, if it be in
his power to prevent it. No Mason can speak evil of him, to his face or
behind his back. Every Mason must keep his lawful secrets, and aid
him in his business, defend his character when unjustly assailed, and
protect, counsel, and assist his widow and orphans. What so many thou-
sands owe to him, he owes to each of them. He has solemnly bound
himself to be ever ready to discharge this sacred debt. If he fails to do it,
he is dishonest and forsworn ; and it is an unparalleled meanness in him
to obtain good offices by false pretences, to receive kindness and service,
rendered him under the confident expectation that he will in his turn
render the same, and then to disappoint, without ample reason, and just
expectation. Masonry holds him also by his solemn promise to a purer
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life, a nobler generosity, a more perfect charity of opinion and action; to
be tolerant, catholic in his love for his race, ardent in his zeal for the
interest of mankind, and the advancement and progress of humanity.”

We are positively certain that the esoteric teachings of both the
Lesser and the Greater Mysteries were never revealed to any one who
was not considered to be worthy and well qualified to receive them, but
we must distinctly understand that all those who had received the light
from the Lesser were not always considered worthy to pass across the
threshold of the Greater Mysteries. In order to be enabled to attain to
these rites and ceremonies, they had to stand the test of being proven
worthy to receive them, and if they were permitted to enter through
the sacred portals, they had to pass through the most profound and
sublime ceremonies before they were entrusted with the key to the
symbology which would enlighten them, and ‘lift the veil to their search-
ing and bewildered gaze, thus revealing the ineffable glories that lay
beyond the mystic portals.

It must be thoroughly understood that in joining a Masonic Lodge a
man does not immediately become a truer, purer, or better man ; it simply
shows him the light of truth, and impresses upon him “ 7%at there is no
Religion higher than Truth.” Neither will he at first see the beauties,
nor understand the mystic ceremonies, for he will be blinded, as it were,
by the effulgent light that permeates the sanctuaries of our glorious Fra-
ternity, when he will at once realize that the keynote to a thorough know-
ledge and understanding of the sublimity and grandeur of the ceremonies
of our beloved Scottish Rite is meditation and earnest study.

Any Mason, be he Elu, Knight, or Prince, who is interested in the
origin of the symbols and teachings of our ancient and accepted Scottish
Rite of Free Masonry, can in India, Egypt and other countries, have ocu-
lar demonstration, in signs, symbols, and Masonic emblems, which have
been in existance thousands of years before the building of the temple by
our three Grand Masters, wherein to practice the esoteric teachings of
our most illustrious fraternity, teachings that have been the admiration
of the most profound men of every epoch in the world’s history.

Symbols appeal to the eye, and impress themselves upon our
memory, as oral instructors to the ear. The level is symbolical of
equality and teaches us the universal brotherhood of man. The square
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is an emblem of justice, for, as Brother Fellows states, “ It was the
means in Egypt of establishing the boundaries of lands that had
been obscured or carried away by the inundations.” It is a very ancient
symbol and like many others we canmot trace it to any particular
nation or people. It does not derive its chief importance from the
operative Mason, but rather from the speculative. We know that
it was held, as a most profound sacred symbol, among the ancient
Egyptians, for it was always carried in all their grand and solemn proces-
sions, by certain officials who were called Stolists. In our symbolic
degrees it teaches us homesty of purpose, and fair dealing to ail men.
The plumb teaches us to learn to subdue our lower animal passionate
nature ; it is the symbol of unerring rectitude. ‘The mosaic pavement is
most assuredly symbolical of the human life, checkered with good and
evil, forcibly emblematic of man’s career, as each day we stand upon
the bright square of hope or the black square of misfortune or adversity,
To-day we are crowned with joy and happiness, to-morrow we may be filled
with sorrow and tribulation. It teaches us to walk upright before all
men, in humbleness of heart, and to assist our weary brother by the way-
side, for we do not know the day nor the hour when we, ourselves, may
need the help of those we have assisted. The tesselated border symbol-
izes the manifold blessings and comforts continually surrounding us,
but the blazing star in the centre comes down to us from those ancient
adepts, who named not only the signs of the Zodiac, but every star that
glitters in the infinitude of space.

Let us go back beyond the “ Golden Age of Egypt,” when the arts
and sciences were flourishing, which, centuries later, furnished the embers
from which leaped Grecian culture and Roman civilization. What a
sweep backward must the imagination take in order to appreciate the
almost bewildering stretch of time from the present day, of this twentieth
century, to the earliest ages of Egyptian civilization, when the people of
this wondrous valley watched for the sign which assured them of all that
was necessary for the sustenance of themselves, and the preservation of
their domestic animals! And this sign was a brilliant, luminous star,
appearing upon the eastern horizon in the early evening, which they
called Sothis, or Anubis the barker, the same as we call Sirius, the dog
star). Its appearance warned the people who occupied the lowlands
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adjacent to the river Nile, of approaching danger, that they might be
enabled to go to higher ground and escape the flooding waters. About
this time these waters came rushing down from its interior sources, from
unknown regions in Central Africa, bearing within its bosom immense
quantities of decayed organic substance that deposited itself evenly over
the whole of the flooded country. This acted upon the parched and
thirsty soil as a rich and powerful fertilizing agent, fructifying and
causing all things planted to grow in abundance. All the fellaheen had
to do was to scatter their seed broadcast upon the soil, trample them
in with their domestic animals, and when the waters subsided watch
their crops grow luxuriantly and reap a thousand fold what they had
sown. No wonder, then, they eagerly longed for the coming of this
glorious symbol which was to them a harbinger of the fruits of the earth
and the fulness thereof, for to them the glorious river Nile was an
emblem of God the Father, who brought to their very doors the
necessaries of life. So we find it upon the floors of our temples—an
emblem of faith in the goodness of the Supreme Architect of the
Universe.

The overflowing of the river Nile was considered by the ancient
Egyptians a demonstration of the activity of the Osirian Triad, because
they considered that Isis personified the earth of the Nile valley and
Delta, but not the whole earth universal like .Sed, who was the
representative of the earth in all its wonderful manifestations and
differentiations. But they believed that Isis personified the rich black
land of the Delta and valley of the Nile, on both banks of the river, as
far as Thebes, and beyond, to the first cataract, where all things grew in
such luxuriant abundance, and that she would continue to give to the
ever succeeding generations, from her inexhaustible productive forces, all
that was necessary for the sustenance of Man and his domestic animals
living in this wondrous valley of the Nile. How did she produce these
wonderful manifestations ? Simply by the union of Osiris with Isis.
Osiris personified the river Nile, which overflows its banks and takes Isis
in his loving embrace, thereby uniting, every year, the river Osiris to
his beloved Isis, and from this union comes forth the virgin harvest
which represented Horus the Son, and thus we have the Egyptian triad
of Osiris, Isis and Horus.
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Egypt! how well I remember thy fertile valley, thy glorious river,
and the evidences of thy former grandeur, whose splendors not only filled
the ancient world with admiration and wonder, but compel the learned
men of to-day to stand with awe before thy mighty monolithic statues
and gigantic structures, whose very ruins represent the tattered pages of
the archives of one of the grandest nations the world has ever known,
and the evidences of a remote and wonderful civilization! We can
gather a vast amount of knowledge and information respecting her
manners and customs, science, arts and philosophies in the study of
her tombs, temples and monolithic sculptures, as these things represent
the stony leaves that have been written with pens of steel. Although
her temples have fallen into decay and her innumerable statues and
obelisks destroyed, broken into fragments and carried off by vandals,
there remains mno doubt a very large number of priceless treasures,
still lying shrouded beneath the drifting desert sands, whose covering is
even now being removed. We may possibly be enabled to recover
many of the treasured secrets of the ‘“ Golden Age of Egypt” that
will throw “ more light” on the knowledge and Wisdom pertaining to
Ancient Egyptians and the Craftsmen who wrought in the quarries in
those golden days of long ago, in order to erect the temples which to-day
lie scattered broadcast throughout the length and breadth of this most
extraordinary valley.

In viewing these magnificent ruins I was filled with marvellous
admiration for the majesty of their proportions, their wonderful strength
and beauty, and the extraordinary knowledge of the mechanical arts and
sciences possessed by the ancient craftsmen in their comstruction. I
recognized that they represented the thoughts of men who lived in the
hoary ages of a far away past, whose very names, if known, would
command our most profound respect and admiration—men who rocked
the cradle of Ancient Masonry in the land of the mighty Pharaohs, long
centuries ago. There is but little to interest the traveller of to-day in
“‘T'he field of Zoan,” and he will realize that what was once the splendid
palaces and temples of Egypt’s mighty warlike kings, are now dwelling
places for the lowly fishermen of San, amid ruins of tombs, temples,
monuments and fragmentary statues that lie scattered around in the
wildest confusion imaginable.
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The drifting sands are slowly and silently covering up the
remains of what was once one of the grandest cities of Lower Egypt,
whose fame reached the four corners of the earth. The principal
divinities worshipped in “The field of Zoan” were Ptah, Amen, and
an Asiatic divinity called Set, or Sutek, but which was afterwards
worshipped under the form of Ra, Horus, etc. The country in the
vicinity of Tanis is low and marshy land, with scarcely any vegetation
excepting reeds and dwarfed tamarask bushes, among which wild boars
are often to be found. A canal runs through it now, and still it does not
fertilize the soil. “Fire passed through Zoan, and it is desolate.”
(Ezekiel 30: 14.)

There are immense numbers of all kinds of water fowl that will
afford good sport to the traveller or tourist, and help to replenish their
larder if they camp as they go along. Whoever comes to this place
should not forget to bring a goodly supply of insect powder and oil of
pennyroyal—the first for the fleas whose name are legion, and outnumber
those of San Francisco ten to one; the oil of pennyroyal to ward off
attacks of the blood-thirsty mosquito and the pertinacity of the miserable
Egyptian fly. "

Egypt was divided into Nomes or Cantons, for administrative pur-
poses, and each Nome was presided over by a Governor or Monarchk,
appointed by the king himself. A Nome consisted of one of the
principal cities, and the surrounding villages that were in a measure
dependent upon it. The duty of each Monarch was to superintend his
Canton, see to the collecting of revenues, etc., in fact, all the details of
the Government were attended to either by him or his deputies, and he
was held personally responsible for all their acts, as well as his own. In
the Delta there were, according to Strabo, (Book 17: 787,) ten of these
Nomes, and the same in the Thebiad, while the intermediate country was
credited with seven, growing at a later date into sixteen. Each Nome
had definitely established boundaries, originally laid out by order of
the early rulers. These Nomes eventually grew to the number of fifty,
three among them being included in the Greater and Lesser Oasis and the
Oasis of Amon. All these were divided into Zoparchies, but of what size
we are unable to say. Each of these Nomes sent delegates, who were
accompanied, by the chief priests and priestesses, of the principal temple
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in their Nome, to the general convention that met, at stated times, in the
magnificent palace of the Labyrinth, near Lake Moeris (of which I shall
speak later on). At these conventions, possibly, the king presided and
administered justice in accordance with the Law, and it was, no doubt,
used for the same purpose as our legislature.

Bubastis—This ancient city is now called 7¢/ Basta. 'The Pi-beseth
of the Scriptures (Ezekiel 30: 17), is situated on the west bank of the
Pelusiac branch of the Nile, about fourteen miles north of Belbeys, in
very low marsy land pregnant with malaria, fever, etc. This was
the site of one of the most ancient cities of Lower Egypt, and the ruins
to be seen there to-day attest to her former magnificence and grandeur.
The lofty mounds of brick that protected the city from the annual
inundations of the Nile are sufficient proof of its antiquity.

Herodotus (in Book II, chapter 137) claims that these mounds were
formed by Egyptians who, having committed some offence, were com-
pelled to raise the ground in the vicinity of the city to which they
belonged. In consequence of this a great many cities in the Delta of the
Nile rose far above the plain, safe from the flooding waters of old
God Nilus. He especially mentions Bubastis as having been raised to a
greater elevation than any other city in Egypt, which was a noticeable
fact in his time as well as in our own. As early as the reign of User-
Maat-Ra, Rameses I1., (The Great), these mounds began to rise around
the city when that great warrior king connected the waters of the Red
Sea with the river Nile, B. ¢. 1340. This city was no doubt of consider-
able importance, at least thirty-four centuries ago, during the reign of the
“wall builder,” Thotmes III. It received its death blow when Amasis
made Sais his capital and fixed the seat of his power in his favorite city
(see ante), and Bubastis, like Tanis, and other cities of importance, began
to sink into insignificance.

Bubastis attained its highest importance and power under the
twenty-second dynasty, whose first king was Sesonchis, the conqueror
of Thebes, who united in himself the two crowns of Upper and Lower
Egypt, besides making his native city the capital, and source from which
emanated all his mandates. The student of ancient Egyptian history
and Masonic tradition will recognize the magnificence to which this city
had risen under the various dynasties, ranging from the Second
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Memphite of the Old Monarchy (see Manetho) until its decline and
subsequent fall. It began to lose its power when Amasis issued his
famous edict making Naucratis the only port of entry in Egypt. The
annals of the celebrated red granite temple of this city, extending back
beyond authenticated history, constituted the glory of each succeeding
dynasty. Its ruins of to-day form one of the grandest pages of the
archives of ancient Egyptian history.

This magnificant city and red temple won the admiration of
Herodotus (see Book II., Chapters 137-8), whose description is very
accurate. In relation to it he says: “ Here is the goddess Bubastis,
which well deserves to be described. Other temples may be grander,
and may have cost more in the building, but there is none so
pleasant to the eye as this of Bubastis.” Then he goes on to
describe it as follows: “Excepting the entrance, the whole forms an
island. 'T'wo artificial channels from the Nile, one on either hand of the
temple encompass the building, leaving only a narrow passage by which
it is approached. These channels are each a hundred feet wide and they
are thickly shaded with trees. The gateway is sixty feet in height, and
ornamented with figures cut upon stone six cubits high and well worthy
of notice. The temple stands in the middle of the city, and is visible
on all sides, as one walks around it. ‘The city has been raised by means
of an embankment, while the temple has been left untouched in its orig-
inal condition. You can look down upon it wherever you are. A low
wall runs around the enclosure, having figures engraved upon it, and
inside there is a grove of beantiful tall trees, surrounding the shrine con-
taining the image of the goddess. This enclosure is a furlong in length,
and the same in breadth. The entrance to it is by a road, paved with
stone for a distance of about three furlongs, which passes straight
through the market place in an easterly direction and is four hundred
feet in width. Trees of an extraordinary height grow on each side the
road leading from the temple of Bubastis to that of Mercury.”

This temple was sacred to the goddess Bast, who personified the
spring-time warmth of the sun. Pasht, the Bubastis of the Egyptians,
is often represented with the head of a cat, or, in the older sculptures,
with a lion’s head crowned with a disk and uraes, like the sun god
Ra. The disk and lion indicate her connection with the solar deity,
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while the uraes was a symbol of immortality, and was generally worn
upon the forehead of a king or queen. It is also an emblem of royalty.
This deadly asp rears itself on the brow ready to strike and defend
the wearer from his or her enemies. Bubastis of the Egyptians,
is the same as the Artemis (Diana) of the Greeks. (Her. 2: 187.)
Bast is often represented both sitting and standing, with the cat or
lion’s head, disk and uraes holding the amulet of life the anzx. She
is sometimes found holding in her right hand a sistrum, carrying
on her left arm a basket, and holding in her left hand an aegis.
She is always represented as a woman, and very often a prayer
accompanies the figure, one of which is, “ May she grant all life, and
power, all health and joy of heart,” or “I am Bast, the Lady of Life.”

The pancgyries, or festivals, that were held by the people at the
various temples of Egypt, sank into comparative insignificance compared
with the festivities which took place in Bubastis, whose magnificent
temple was the favorite resort of men, women and children.
These came from every Nome in Egypt, to participate in the sacri-
fices and licentious festivities indulged in by all who sought Bast.
They would come down the river and canals, by boats, in immense
numbers, the men beating drums and playing on pipes, and the women
beating cymbals in time with the music, while those who had no instru-
ments, would accompany the harmony, by beating time with their
hands, shouting, and behaving in a very indecent manner, much after
the style of the women who participate in the festival of Ceres at
Eleusis. On arriving at Bubastis, they would offer sacrifices and form
processions, being led by men who played the pipe, the rest would fol-
low and perform most indecent acts while dancing, shouting and making
all kinds of gestures in a very debauched condition and in drunken
abandonment. The number annually assembling here to participate in
the panegyries of Bast, has been estimated at seven hundred thousand
men and women, not including children. .

The first king of the twenty-second dynasty, Sesonchis, or She-
shonk, was cortemporary with Solomen, King of Israel. The scripture
name of this Egyptian king was Shishak. During the latter part of
the reign of Solomon he tried to kill Jeroboam, who in order to save his
life, fled into Egypt, and no doubt to the city of Bubastis, taking refuge
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with Shishak. On his return he introduced some of the Egyptian
divinities to the people of Israel. Afterwards Shishak invaded and
captured the fenced cities of Judah and Benjamin, and took posses-
sion of Jerusalem, after which he carried away with him into Egypt
the vast treasures that Solomon had collected. [See 2nd Kings,
Chap. 12].

The historic names found upon monuments and sculptures of
Bubastis, range from Khufu of the fourth dynasty to Ptolemy Euergetus
second. There are also to be found among the ruins the name of
Rameses second, Osorkon first, Amyrtaeus and others. The ruins of
this magnificent city lie scattered around in bewildering confusion.
There is, no doubt, many beautiful statues, lotus, palm-leaf, and Hathor-
head capitals, shrouded in the drifting sands, which may never be
brought to the light of day to testify to their wondrous skill and
knowledge in the art of carving. One very important discovery was
made in the ruins of this once famous city, and that was a fallen pylon
of the time of Osorkon second. The carving upon it furnishes a
description of a very important festival, which is of great interest to
scholars of the present day, as it explains everything pertaining to it
in all its details.

The temples of Lower Egypt differ considerably from those of
Upper Egypt. In those above Cairo, or the Delta of the Nile, the walls
are built of sandstone and the columns are made of different pieces,
while granite is confined to the pylons, monuments, statues, etc. In the
Delta the temples were built principally of granite, the vestibules,
etc., having columns of a single stone of the same material. From
the Hypostyle hall of this celebrated, magnificent red granite temple
of Bubastis, came three valuable specimens of ancient Egyptian work-
manship, now in the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, consisting of a
Hathor-headed capital, a Lotus-bud capital, and a tablet on which
Amen-Ra is represented enthroned on a dais that is reached by a
series of steps, towards which a procession is apparently going for
the purpose of rendering homage to the Great God of Egypt, the son
of Ptah. The Egyptians affirmed of him, that he was ONE, the ONLY
ONE. He formed the firsz in the great Triad of Thebes—Amen, Mut
and Chansu.
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The ruins of Bubastis are composed of large dark mounds of
debris, plainly visible from the railroad. There is little to be seen
here that will interest the traveler of to-day, except the mutilated
remains of this once magnificent city, unless he is desirous of identify-
ing the shattered remains with the descriptions by Herodotus, Rawlinson
and others; if so, he will be enabled to verify the statements made
by these authorities respecting its site, surroundings, and magnitude.
One thing is certain, he will see the great height of the mounds and
the enormous blocks of beautiful red granite that Herodotus admired
so much in the temple itself, and will also be enabled to recognize the
site of both the temple of Bast and Mercury. Herodotus states in Book
2, Chaps. 66 and 67, that “ If a cat dies in a private house by a natural
death, all the inmates of the house shave their eyebrows; and on the
death of a dog they shave the head and the whole of the body.” Cats
dying in any part of Egypt, were taken to the ancient city of
Bubastis in order to be embalmed, after which they were deposited
in a special place made for the purpose, but all dogs were buried in
the various towns to which they belonged, and in certain receptacles
provided for the burial of their bodies.
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“To thine abode, to thine abode, Ob come,
To thine abode, god Hn, L thee implore,
Thine enemics exist not any more;

Return, ob glorious sovereign, to thine home.

“I am thy sister, whom thou bast embraced,
Look on me, I, thy sister, loving thee;
Ob, beauteous youth, stay thou not far from me,
But come to thine abode with baste, with haste. R

“T ece thee not, and to my heart doth throng
Hnguish for thee, and bitterness untold;
Mine eyes seck to thee, wishing to behold
€re I bebold will it be long?

“Pow long, ob glorious sovereign, must L yearn,
Before the sight of thee mine eyes shall bless?
God Hn, beholding thee is bappiness,
To bher who loveth thee, veturn, veturn.

# Ob, Un-nefer, the justified in state,
Come to thy sister, come unto thy wife,
Oh, Urt-bet! Lo, one mother gave us life,
Thyself from me no longer separate.

“The gods and men towards thee turn their faces,
Weeping for thee when they bebold my tears.
I make lament, but there is none that hears,
Yea, though with plaint, unto the heavenly places,
I, who so loved thee here on earth, do cry,
Thy sister, none bath loved thee more than L”

—Quoted from the Hymns of Ancient Egypt (Rawnsley).
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CHAPTER III.

ANCIENT CITIES—OSIRIAN MYTH—KARMA.

ful cities mentioned in the preceding chapter, we must certainly
realize the absurdity of giving credit to the stories that claim
for certain men the honor of being the inventors and promoters of the

R‘TER viewing the remains of the most extraordinary and wonder-

early sciences, for instance :—It has been claimed by many that Archi-
medes, who was born in Syracuse, on the island of Sicily, in the year
B.C. 237, conceived the application of the lever and screw. Why, there is
not one of these buildings that I have mentioned, in which the lever,
screw, and wedge were not practically applied by our ancient brethren
long centuries before the dawn of authenticated history, to move the
immense blocks of granite and sandstone used in the construction of
the stupendous tombs, temples and monuments which adorned the
whole length and breadth of the land of Egypt.

Go back to the Pyramids of Egypt, standing to-day in the plains of
Gizeh, and we can realize that every one of them must have been known
at that time, and were most assuredly used by our ancient craftsmen, who
wrought in the quarries of the Mokattum hills, Libyan mountains, and
elsewhere, and practically applied them in their work, not only of quarry-
ing, but in the building of those wonderful fabrics. We have ocular
demonstrations that the science of mathematics was thoroughly compre-
hended by the practical operative Masons long centuries before Abraham
saw the stars glitter in the plains of Shinar. If we go to-day into the
quarries of Syene we shall be enabled to see, not only their methods of
quarrying, but the holes that were drilled for the wedges, and actually see
the wedges, as they were placed by the craftsmen before Christ.

It has also been claimed by many that Galileo, an Italian mathe-
matician and philosopher, who was born at Pisa, A.D. 1504, invented the

telescope with a lead pipe and two lenses. Why, the ancient inhabitants
4
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of Central America understood the method of focusing lenses in tubes,
for one of their most ancient carvings represents a man looking through
a telescope, thus demonstrating their knowledge in the use of them.
Jensen is credited with having invented the compound microscope in the
year A.D. 15g0. We can prove that it was only a re-discovery of what
had existed long before Christ was born. Cicero, who was born at
Arpinum, B. c. 106, declares that he saw the whole of Homer's Illiad
written on a skin, which might be rolled up and placed inside a walnut
shell! Mr. Layard in his explorations discovered a rough magnifying
lens zn the palace of Nimrod that was made of rock crystal, and he also
says, in writing of his discoveries in Nineveh, the “engravings on some
of the stones were so small that they could only be read by the aid of
very powerful glasses.” Does this not show that the microscope must
have been known at that period, otherwise how could the poem have been
written or the stones carved? Aristophanes states that  Burning
Spheres ”” were sold in the stores at Athens in his day, B. ¢. 400.

In the latter part of the wonderful nineteenth century we had
arrived at a knowledge of manufacturing colored glass, and to-day in this
twentieth century we have improved considerably in this art of making
beautiful glass, for the purpose of decorating the windows of our cathe-
drals, churches and palatial residences, as well as for the various utensils
for household purposes, as well as in imitation of precious stones. This
art is claimed as a modern invention! In unearthing the celebrated city
of Pompeii, destroyed on the twenty-fourth day of August, in the year
A.D. 79, the workmen discovered a glass factory in which there was an
immense quantity of glass, including magnificent specimens of gem imi-
tations, capable of deceiving a dealer himself, if he were not very careful
in his examinations. In the eleventh century the Arabians knew the
secret of manufacturing malleable glass, and so perfect was their know-
ledge that they could anneal and draw it out into threads for weaving.
During the reign of Tiberius malleable glass was known and glass cups
were manufactured and used that could be crushed, but not broken.

The glass blowers of Thebes and Memphis are known to have been
as proficient in the art of making all kinds of glass as is the most expert
workman of to-day. The manufacturing of the beautiful opalescent glass
that they produced could never have been carried on without a knowledge
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of the metallic oxides by which they colored, not only their glass, but
their pottery as well, and this knowledge most assuredly involves an
acquaintance with the science of chemistry, which science no doubt
received its name from the ancient name of the “ Land of Egypt,” Chems:.

Rosseleni gives us an illustration of a piece of colored glass that is
known to be four thousand years old. The priests of the temples, in both
Memphis and Thebes, were experts in the art of manufacturing all kinds
of glass. They thoroughly understood the art of vitrifying all the differ-
ent colors, and the imitation of precious stones they brought to the high-
est state of perfection. The imitation gems they manufactured for the
temples of Ptah at Memphis were so natural that, after the lapse of forty
centuries, those lost in the shrouding desert sands, when found, would
take an expert to distinguish, the true from the false.

In the British Museum there is an exquisite piece of stained glass,
with a very fine engraved emblazonment upon it, of King Thothmes III.,
one of Egypt’s celebrated monarchs who lived and reigned thirty-four
centuries ago. This piece of work itself would prove to us that the
ancient Egyptians made use of the diamond in cutting and engraving.
The Hebrew people were very expert in the art of engraving, which they
no doubt learned from the Egyptians, in the field of Zoan (see Exodus
28: 11).

Electricity, the force and power that is revolutionizing the world
to-day, and contributes so immeasurably to our comfort, in driving our
cars and carriages, lighting our houses, even carrying our very thoughts
to the four-corners of the earth, was most certainly known to these
ancient people and was possibly used for the very same purposes that
we do to-day. (See Job 38: 35). It would be simply impossible for any
man to describe something he had never seen or heard of, therefore,
Job must have known of the working of the telegraph, otherwise he
never could have described it.

Many people call this the age of steel, and look upon it as a dis-
covery belonging exclusively to the nineteenth century. My dear
Brothers, did you ever examine the implements cf war belonging to
ancient India, or the celebrated swords of Damascus? I assure you,
my dear Friends and Brothers, steel has been used in every dynasty of
Pharoanic history. In fact, her temples, tombs, sculptures, obelisks and
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hieroglyphic inscriptions were carved and written with pens of steel by
our ancient craftsmen, when the songs of Solomon were not, ere Moses
was lifted from the flowing waters of the river Nile.

Colonel Howard Vyse, during his investigations of the Pyramids,
in the plains of Gizeh, found a piece of iron or steel in one of the joints
of the stones that formed the Grea? Pyram:id, which must certainly have
been placed there during its construction by one of the workmen. In
the tomb of Rameses fourth, the implements of war that are painted
upon the walls are colored blue, to represent steel weapons. It would
have been impossible for the craftsmen to have quarried the stones with
which to build their extraordinary monuments, without a knowledge of
steel, and how to make it. Mr. Layard, during his explorations in
Nineveh, discovered sixty camel-loads of pickaxes. In the time of
Saul there were no persons capable of forging among the Israelites
(1st Samuel 13: 15), but during the reign of David they had an abund-
ance of cunning mechanics who were capable.

Any person who visits the tombs and temples of Egypt will
certainly realize that their builders had a thorough knowledge, not only
of the lever and wedge, but the pick, stone-saw, chisel and the various
tools needed in quarrying and building such extraordinary edifices.
One glance at those gigantic Pyramids will thoroughly demonstrate this
fact to even the most skeptical.

The art of weaving fine linen and rich cloth is so very old that
we are unable to trace it to the source from which it emanated, but there
is one thing certain, the ancient Egyptians used linen of remarkable
gossamer-like tissue. Wilkinson tells us in his ‘ Manners and Cus-
toms ” (Vol. II1., 19), of a specimen of linen which ‘ excites admiration at
the present day, being to the touch comparable to silk, and not inferior
in texture to the finest cambric. This has five hundred and forty
threads to the inch in the warp, and one hundred and ten in the woof;
being considerably finer than the richest cambric ever seen in this or
any other country.”

Ignatius Donnelly in “ Atlantis” (page 365), tells us of the ancient
Egyptians, that ““ they had clocks and dials for measuring time. They
possessed gold and silver money, and were the first agriculturists of
the Old World, raising cereals, cattle, horses and sheep. They also
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manufactured linen of so fine a quality that in the days of King Amasis
(600 years B.cC.), a single thread of a garment was composed of three
hundred and sixty-five minor threads; worked in gold and silver, copper,
bronze, and iron, and tempered iron to the hardness of steel. They were
the first chemists. The word ‘chemistry’ comes from ckem:, and chemi
means Egypt. They manufactured glass and all kinds of pottery;
made boats out of earthenware; and precisely as we do now, made
railroad car-wheels of paper; and also manufactured vessels of paper.
Their dentists filled teeth with gold, and their farmers hatched poultry
with artificial heat. They were the first musicians, possessing guitars,
single and double pipes, cymbals, drums, lyres, harps, flutes, the sambric
and ashur. They had even castanets, such as are now used in Spain.

“In medicine and surgery they had reached such a degree of per-
fection that several years B. C. the operation for cataract upon the eye
was performed among them, one of the most delicate and difficult feats
of surgery, only attempted by us in the most recent times.

“The Papyrus of Berlin’ was discovered, rolled up in a case,
under the feet of Anubis, in the town of Sekhem, in the days of Tet
(or Thoth), after whose death it was transmitted to King Sent, and was
then restored to the feet of the statue. King Sent belonged to the
second dynasty, which flourished B. c. 4751, and the papyrus was old in
his day. This papyrus is a medical treatise, containing no incantations
or charms, but dealing in reasonable remedies, draughts, ungents and
injections. The later medical papyri contain a great deal of magic and
incantations.

“ Egypt was the magnificent, the golden bridge, ten thousand years
long, glorious with temples and pyramids, illuminated and illustrated
by the most complete and continuous records of human history, along
which the civilization of ‘ Atlantis,” in a great procession of kings and
priests, philosophers and astronomers, artists and artisans streamed for-
ward to Greece, to Rome, to Europe, to America. As far back in the
ages as the eye can penetrate, even where the perspective dwindles
almost to a point, we can still see the swarming multitudes, possessed
of the arts of the highest civilization, passing forward from out that
other and greater empire of which even this wonder-working Nile-land
is but a faint and imperfect copy.”
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SEMMENUD is the site of the Sebenyte Nome that gave its name
to the thirtieth dynasty. It was founded by its first King, Nec-
tanebo I, who successfully defended his country against the attacks
of the Persians and Greek mercenaries, under Pharnabazus and Iphi-
crates. After Nectanebo defeated these invaders of his country he
spent the rest of his life in tranquillity and peace. It was during
the reign of this King that Plato visited Egypt, for the purpose of
investigating the religions and philosophies of this country, and he,
like Pythagoras, was initiated into the ancient rites and ceremonies,
from which our own glorious Scottish Rite has descended, of whose
esoteric teachings I shall speak Ilater.

The ancient Egyptian name of Sebennytus was Zeb-en-nuter,
which the cuneiform inscription translates Zabnufer. In this city
Manetho, the celebrated Egyptian historian, is said to have been
born. He was a High Priest of the temple of Isis in Sebennytus,
the modern Semmenud. Manetho, in ancient Egyptian, was written
Mai-en-thot, which signified ‘“ beloved of Thoth.” He lived in the reign
of Ptolemy ILagi and he was noted for his scholarly attainments,
a man of the highest reputation, who thoroughly understood the
Greek language, in consequence of which he was requested by Ptol-
emy 1I, Philadelphus, to translate the historical records that had been
preserved in the sacred repositories of the temples of Egypt. He
was an Egyptian priest, and authorized by Ptolemy himself to give
to the world a history of his own country, Zgypf, with which he
was so thoroughly acquainted. He had access to the archives of all
the temples throughout the “Land of Egypt,” and I claim that
these facts alone should impress the student with the truth of each
and every one of his statements, ever remembering that he was a
man of the highest reputation and ability. This history was held
in high estimation, but was subsequently lost, and all that remains
to us of this most valuable and scholarly work to-day, is the chron-
ological list of the Kings of the various dynasties, transmitted to us
through the Jewish and Christian chronographers.

Mariette Bey states, in his “ Monuments of Upper Egypt,” that
“the system of contemporaneous dynasties is as yet supported by
no really trustworthy proof; on the contrary, it seems certain that
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Manetho was well aware that, at various epochs, Egypt was governed
simultaneously by several dynasties, and he availed himself of the
means at his disposal to strike out of bis work all such dynasties
as did not belong to the general series of royal houses who suc-
ceeded each other on the throne, so that the latter were alone offi-
cially enrolled in due order on the register of Kings.”

The reason Mariette makes this statement is because there are
many authorities who claim that Manetho cites various dynasties as
successive that were contemporaneous. If this were truth and the
fact could be proven, we should have to deduct from the total amount
the duration of these various dynasties, said to have been falsely
placed upon the roll belonging to regular consecutive dymnasties of
Egyptian history. The dates taken from Manetho are not in accord-
ance with extracts culled from Julius Africanus and Eusebius, yet
the two versions of the Chronicle of Eusebius do not agree with
each other. Therefore the authority of Manetho, as a chronologist,
remains unshaken, but on condition that we only take the dates
which he gives us as approximate. It is certain that those dates are
not absolutely exact, yet it is difficult to believe that they have been
so radically altered as not in any degree to come near the truth.

The nearer we approach the source of those alterations the more
we shall feel compelled to admit that if the original lists could but
have reached us intact, from the hand of Manetho himself, we would
find them extending over a still wider range of time. There is no
question but that Manetho’s figures have suffered serious alterations.
But if we consider the figures as coming down to us through Christian
writers, who had an evident purpose in curtailing them, we shall find,
as a matter of fact, that this is far from ascribing too wide a range to
them, and are bound, as fair critics, to accept them as having been
systematically reduceéd in their total amount. There is no nation which
ever existed in the world’s history whose manners, customs, arts,
sciences and philosophies are more easily traced than those of the
ancient Egyptians, because she has not only written her own history,
and carved it upon her tombs and temples, but she has given us
keys by which we are enabled to decipher the hieroglyphic inscrip-
tions and phonetic characters in the various sfele, such as the Rosetta
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Stone, the famous trilingual stone that was discovered by Dr. Lep-
sius, the stele found by Mariette Bey in the temple of Seti, and the
many papyrus rolls that have been discovered at various times and
places, despite the tooth of time and war’s bloody hand, passing
unscathed through the ravages of long drifting ages. These evidences
of her civilization and intellectual advancement, with the treasures
found in her buried cities, as well as those found under the drifting
sands of the desert, in the Nomes of a prehistoric age, confirm what
Manetho has written of his country. »

I need not mention every or any special place from which we
have obtained fragmentary records, but simply state that every tomb,
temple, monument, mummy-case and contents have given us historical
and genealogical records which not only confirm, but supplement what
was written by our ancient Brother Manetho, whose name had been
indorsed by the tongue of good rcport, who had been proven worthy
and well qualified, “a man of the highest reputation,” an Archamagus
of the ancient Egyptian mysteries, whose name, like that of our
revered Brother, the late General Albert Pike, Hierophant of the nine-
teenth century, will never die, but, like his works, writings and
integrity, will stand the most crucial test and come forth from the
trial and investigation, an honor to the ancient mysteries and its lineal
descendant, our beloved Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Free
Masonry.

Semmenund or Semmenud, is a typical Egyptian town of about
eleven thousand inhabitants. It is noted for its celebrated pottery,
which is manufactured there and sent to all the larger cities, where
it finds a ready sale throughout the whole of Egypt. It has the
usual bazaars and mud hovels and all the peculiar concomitants
that go to make up the peculiarities of typical Egyptian towns.
Nectanebo XI was the last of the Sebennyte sovereigns, and was
also the last of those native Egyptian Kings who ruled Egypt from
B. C. 5004 to B. C. 340.

To the mnorth of Semmenud, and south of Mansura lies the
ancient city of Iseum, in the Sebennyte Nome. It is now called
Behbit-cl-Hagar, while the ancient Egyptians knew it as fHebt or Pa-
Hebt. Tt was called the “town of the Panegyries,” from the Egyp-
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tian name of Pa-Hebt. It is also called the “city of the stone,”
which derives its Arab name, Behbit-el-Hagar, on account of the very
large number of stones to be seen there, once going to form a part of
the beautiful decorations of this magnificent city, now scattered around
in promiscuous confusion. The ruins of this celebrated city are very
much inferior to the city in “the field of Zoan,” as well as that of
Bubastis, but notwithstanding this fact, it will well repay the trav-
eller, or student of ancient Egyptian history, for the time spent in
visiting these celebrated ruins, and in viewing the fragmentary remains
of those beautiful carvings, executed in the peculiar colored granite,
used to adorn and beautify this once famous city of the Ptolemies.

The traveller will most assuredly have unmistakable proofs of the
deity that was worshipped here, in the numerous sculptures and carvings
of an animal sacred to the goddess Isis, #ke cow, and also the exceedingly
large number of figures with cow-heads. From this alone we judge
that Isis was the principal deity worshipped there, as doubtless both the
Greeks and Romans called this city /sexm or Ision. The chief deities
that were worshipped in this city were the OsiRiaN Tr1AD—/sss, Osirus
and Horus. Osiris was a form of the sun god, Ra, and the child
of Seb, the earth, and AVut, the heavens, in Egyptian mythology, who
was the presiding judge in Amenti. His wife Isis represented the dawn,
and their son was Horus, the sun, in his full power and glory. On a
figure of the goddess found here was carved the following : “Isis, Mis-
tress of Hebt.”

There is another very interesting piece of work carved on a slab
of grey granite, streaked with red, on which there is a representation
of the king offering a gift of land to Osiris and Isis—*The great
divine mistress of Hebit.” The name of Ptolemy II., Philadelphus I.,
occurs in various parts of this temple, who founded it B. c. 284-246.
His name appears in the dedications, while he presents the various
offerings to the various gods. The temple alone must have cost an
immense sum, as it was built of a very fine peculiar grey and red
granite, now lying scattered around, broken and mutilated. ‘There
are among them fragments of architraves, slabs, columns, and blocks of
all shapes and kinds of stone, some square, others circular-shaped, and
many with very fine carvings upon them, both in intaglio and in relief.
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Some of these have very large hieroglyphic inscriptions carved upon
them, while others are comparatively small, but excellently well executed.

There is one peculiar feature about the ruins of this temple, and
that is, a different kind of granite has been used in its construction
from that which composed the temples of Upper Egypt. It seems as
if an especial effort had been made to exclude every kind of stone from
this building that was used in the construction of the other temples
outside the Delta. It is too bad that this building should have been
so completely demolished, because we are unable to trace, with any
degree of exactitude, the plan of the temple. Its destruction is no doubt
due to the natives undermining the building in order to procure the
limestone, to burn and sell.

Murray describes one of the walls of this temple as follows: “On
one of the walls about the centre of the temple is represented the sacred
boat, or ark, of Isis, and in the shrine it bears the ‘Lady of Pa-Hebt,
seated between two figures of goddesses, like the Jewish cherubim, who
seem to protect her with their wings. They occur in two compartments,
one over the other, at the centre of the shrine. These figures were,
doubtless, the holy and unseen contents of the sacred repository which
no profane eye was permitted to behold, being generally covered with a
veil. In the upper one Isis is seated on a lotus flower and the two
figures standing, while in the other all three are seated and below are
four kneeling figures, one with a man’s the other three with jackal’s
heads, beating their breasts. At either end of the boat is the head of
the goddess, and the legend above shows it to have belonged to her.
The king stands before it, presenting an offering of incense to Isis.

“There appears to be a very great variety in the sculptures, which
mostly represent offerings to Isis, and the contemplar dieties, as in other
Ptolemaic buildings. In one place the hawk-headed Hor-Hat conducts
the king into the presence of the goddess of the temple; but the battle
scenes and grand religious processions of old times are wanting here, as
in other temples of a Ptolemaic and Roman epoch, and though the
sculptures are rich, being highly finished, they are deficient in the
elegance of a Pharaonic age—the fault of all Greco-Egyptian sculptures,
and one which strikes. every eye accustomed to monuments erected before
the decadence of art in Egypt.”
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This temple, to-day, is in a demolished condition, with debris of all
kinds piled and scattered promiscuously around, and all kinds of stone
lying one upon another, in the wildest confusion. Notwithstanding this
fact it is possible for one to go down beneath the masses of rubbish and
stones, ten or a dozen feet, through various openings between the larger
stones, where could be seen shattered parts of architraves, cornices, and
large granite columns, crowned with the head of Isis, very fine specimens
of the Ptolemaic age, but more especially of the granite carvings in relief,
which must have taken an immense amount of time, labor and patience.
One thing that was plainly to be seen, was parts of the ceiling, with the
usual five pointed star upon a blue ground, just such stars as are to be
found upon the ceilings of our own beloved Scottish Rite cathedrals
to-day.

Herodotus says Busiris was situated in the very middle of the Delta,
which was the next city in importance to Bubastis, for the splendors of
its ceremonies during the festival of Isis (Book II, Chapter 59.) Diodorus
- informs us that there were two places called Busiris in Egypt. Busiris
signifies  the burial place of Osiris.”’

Wilkinson says, in note 6, chapter 61, of Herodotus, “ The city of
Isis was lower down the river, and it is more probable that the fete of Isis
was held there than at Busiris.” It is now called Bebay! and its site is
marked by the ruin of a granite temple, the only one, except that at
Bubastis, entirely built of that beautiful and costly material. It was
doubtless thought worthy to succeed the very large temple that was dedi-
cated to Isis, of which Herodotus speaks, for it was built during the reign
of the Ptolamies and it was formerly called /seum, and by the ancient
Egyptians Hebaz, or Hebait, of which Isis is named in the sculptures
“ The Mistress of Hebt”” HEBAI signifies a “ pancgyry,”’ or assembly,
and this was the real meaning of the name of the place. Osiris
is also sometimes spoken of in the legends as “Lord of the land of
Heba:’

Now this shows that it was not the city of Busiris that was second
in importance in Egypt for the magnificence of its ceremonies, during
the festival in honor of the goddess Isis, according to Herodotus, but
Behbit-el-Hagar, or Pa-Hebl—" the city of the stone,’ or the town of the
panegyries, the city I have just described to you.
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I stated previously that Osiris was one of the principal deities
worshipped in this city, in fact he was worshipped throughout the
whole of Egypt, Ethiopia, Greece and Rome. No doubt the worship of
this God was also introduced among the tribes of the children of Israel by
Jeroboam on his return to his own country. Osiris is always represented
with a human head sitting on a throne, as a king or judge in the Halls of
Amenti, or in the form of a mummy ; but in either case he always carries
the scourge and crook, wearing upon his head the crown of Upper
Egypt, which is very often decorated with the plumes of Truth, while
beside him stands the Z77/yrsus, the vine and ivy twined staff of the
Bacchantes, enwrapped with a leopard’s skin. He was the judge of the
Amenti or Lord of the Underworld, the King of Eternity. Of all the
gods of Egypt he is the only one who has a regular, detailed, mythical
history, like the gods of Grecian mythology. Herodotus says that Osiris
was considered to be the Bacchus of the Greeks, and Diodorus states that
Osiris “has been considered the same as Serapis, Bacchus, Pluto, or
Amon. Others have thought him Jupiter, many Pan.”

The ancient Egyptian hieroglyphic inscriptions identify Apis, the
sacred bull, worshipped at Memphis during the second dynasty with
Osiris, claiming that he was the god Osiris reincarnated in the shape
of a bull. The mythical legend of this celebrated god is related by
Plutarch as follows: ‘Rhea, having secretly united herself with Saturn,
the Sun, becoming indignant, laid upon her a curse, that she should not
bring forth in any year or month. Mercury, however, who was also a
lover of Rhea, playing at dice with the Moon, took away the seventeenth
part of each period of daylight, and from these made five new days,
which are the epagomenar or intercalary days (seventy here stands, as
elsewhere, a round number instead of the precise one, for seventy-two;
five being the seventy-second part of three hundred and sixty). On
each of these five days Rhea bore a child. On the first day Osiris, the
son of the Sun, was born, at whose birth a voice was heard proclaiming
that the Lord of all was coming to Light; or, according to another ver-
sion, Paamyles, drawing water in the temple of Jupiter, heard a voice,
which enjoined upon him to proclaim that the great and beneficient
King Osiris was born. ‘This Paamyles received him to nurse, and
hence the festival of the Paamylia, which was a phallephoria. On the
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second day was born Aroeris, son of the Sun, whom they call Apollo,
and the Elder Horus. On the third was born 7ypkon, not in the usual
course, but bursting out with a sudden stroke from the side of Rhea.
On the fourth day was born Isis, the daughter of Hermes. On the
fifth Neplhthys, who was called Teleute (the end), and Aphrodite, and
according to some, Nike. Typhon and Nephthys were the children
of Saturn and married each other. In consequence of the birth of
Typhon, the third day of the epagomenar was a dies nefastus, and the
Kings of Egypt neither transacted public business nor took the usual
care of their persons till night. Isis and Osiris united themselves
even before their birth and their son was called, according to some,
Aroeris, or the Elder Horus. The more common account, however,
made the son of Osiris and Isis to be the younger Horus.”

~ Osiris being king, instructed the Egyptians in the arts of civili-
zation, taught them agriculture, enacted laws for them, and estab-
lished the worship of the gods. He afterwards traversed the world
for the same purpose, subduing the natioms, not by arms, but by per-
suasion, and especially by the charms of music and poetry, which gave
the Greeks occasion to identify him with Dionusos. In his absence
Isis administered the regency so wisely that Typhon was unable to
- create any disturbance; but on his return he conspired against Osiris
with seventy-two men and the Ethiopian queen, Aso, who having
secretly obtained the measure of Osiris, caused a coffin, splendidly
adorned, to be brought into the banqueting hall, promising to give it to
the guest whom it should fit. Osiris put himself into it to make trial,
and Typhon and his associates immediately pegged and soldered down
the case and set it afloat on the river. It floated to the Tanitic mouth,
which, on that account, the Egyptians held accursed. These things
were done on the seventeenth of the month Athyr, in which the Sun
enters Scorpion, and in the twenty-eight year of the reignm, or as some
said, of the age of Osiris. The Pans and Satyrs, who lived about
Chemmis, hearing of these events and being agitated by them into
sudden terrors, obtained the name of Panics. Isis cut off her hair and
put on mourning at the place where she first heard the news; whence
it obtained the name Coptos, signifying ‘“to mourn for the dead.”
Meeting some boys, she heard from them where the coffin had floated,
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and hence the Egyptians deemed the words of boys to carry with them
a divine meaning. Osiris had, by mistake, united himself with Nephthys,
and a son had been born to him, whom Nephthys hid immediately
from his birth. Isis sought him out and found him by the guidance
of a dog, who attended her thenceforth, and was called Anubis.

“ Meanwhile the chest had been floated to Bybdlos, and cast ashore;
the plant erzca (a narrow leafed evergreen shrub), had grown up about it
and enclosed it, and in this state it had been made use of as a pillar
to support the palace of the king. Isis arrived, divinely conducted, in
search of it, and recommending herself to the queen’s maidens, had
the charge of the young prince committed to her. She then obtained
possession of the chest, and opening it carried it to Buto, where Horus
was being brought up. The event of her return was celebrated by sacri-
fices on tlie seventeenth day of the month 7yé:, and the figure of a hip-
popotamus bound, was impressed upon the sacrificial cakes, as an emblem
of the defeat of Typhon. Here she deposited the body in secrecy, but
Typhon, hunting by moonlight, found it and cut it into fourteen pieces.
Isis in a baris made of papyrus, traversed the marshes and when she
found one of the members, buried it there, whence the number of reputed
places of interment of Osiris. In the end she found all the members
but one, which had been devoured by the fishes phagrus and leprdotus.

“TIsis, therefore, made an emblem of it, whence the honors still paid
to it by the Egyptians (probably though Plutarch does not expressly
say so, Isis was conceived to have recomposed the body from the limbs
thus recovered). Osiris returned from Hades and gave his aid to Horus,
who was preparing to overthrow the power of Typhon. Typhon fell
into the hands of Isis, but she released him, at which Horus was so
enraged that he plucked his mother’s diadem from her head and Mercury
supplied its place by a helmet in the form of cow’s head. Two other
battles took place before Typhon was finally subdued. Harpocrates
was born from the union of Isis and Osiris, after the death of Osiris,
and was consequently imperfect with a weakness in his lower limbs.”
Such is the myth as related by Plutarch and by Kenrick in “ Ancient
Egypt.”

Baedeker’s Lower Egypt tells us that Osiris was not actually killed
by Typhon. He simply went toc the underworld and there continued his
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existence. It was he who trained and armed his son Horus to do battle
against Typhon, in which he eventually became victorious by defeating
Typhon, but not in totally destroying him. With the assistance of
Osiris they banished him to the infernal regions. Osiris is also regarded
as the moisture falling upon the earth, the most perfect representation
of which is the inundation of the river Nile. While Typhon and his
seventy-two companions (the intercalary days), which represented the
days of drought that dominated the earth, during which time Isis
becomes sorrowful, longing, hoping for'the return of Osiris, she mourns
his absence, until eventually he returns, when Typhon is defeated and
the fertile earth (Isis) is again dominated by the flooding waters of the
river Nile (Osiris) when an abundance is assured.

Osiris is regarded as the principal of Life. Isis, the Earth, is the
scene of the operation of that principal, while Typon represents death,
and Horus the resurrection. If we regard Osiris, as the monuments so
frequently do, as a pure and perfect being, the principle of the good, and
the beautiful, in which case he receives the surname of Un-Nefer, we
recognize in Typhon the discords with which life is so replete, but which
seem to be permitted only in order that the purity of the harmonies into
which they are resolved, through the intervention of Horus, may be the
more thoroughly appreciated.

Osiris, according to the exoteric doctrine, is also the sovereign of the
lower regions and judge of souls, which, if found pure, are permitted to
unite with his. The dead, therefore, do not merely go to Osiris, but
actually become Osiris.

“ Osires,” according to Wilkinson, “ was ranked or belonged to the
third order of gods, and had the honor of being the god whose mysteries
contained the most important secrets; his rites comprised the chief part
of the Egyptian wisdom; he was the chief of Amenti or Hades and
was a heavenly as well as an infernal deity. There was also an important
reason for his being of the last or newest order of gods, related particu-
larly to man, the last and most perfect work of the creation, and as the
Deity was at first the Monad, then the Creator, ‘creation being God
passing into activity,’ he did not become Osiris until man was placed
upon the earth. He there manifested himself also, like Buddha for the
benefit of man, who looked upon him for happiness in a future state.”
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In all the representation of the judgment of the dead Osiris is
alwavs represented ‘ seated upon a throne, surrounded by certain gods
and goddesses, paraphernalia, etc., holding within his hands the scourge
and crook, and generally with his arms crossed upon his breast, while
close beside him stands the thyrsus entwined with a spotted leapord’s
skin. He is generally attended by Isis and Nephthys, and in some pic-
tures we see the four gods of the underworld. The centre of the paintings
is generally occupied by a representation of a very large pair of scales and
beam; standing beside which we recognize Thoth with a book or papyrus
roll in his hand, noting the result of the process of weighing. In one
scale the heart of the deceased is placed against the feather of Truth.
One side of the scale is attended by the goddess of Truth, who places
the feather against the heart of the deceased which has been placed there,
within the opposite one by Horus. Then when the weighing has been
finished Horus takes the tablet from Thoth, wherein has been recorded
the decision which he announces to Osiris, the record of the good and
moral qualities of the deceased against the feather of Truth and Justice.
Then if the virtues of the deceased preponderate in his favor, Thoth
introduces him into the presence of Osiris, but if the virtuous qualities
of the candidate has been weighed and found wanting, Osiris rejects him
and he is condemned and punished according to the judgment that has
been rendered to the Lord of Amenti—Osiris.

The pictorial representations of this judgment scene differs in
different places, some of them represent the forty-two assessors, corres-
ponding to the earthly judges, who determined whether the deceased
should be allowed to cross the river and enter into the abode of eternal
bliss, or dwell on the confines of Hades and die a second death. Every
Egyptian thoroughly believed that after death he would have to pass into
the halls of Amenti in order to be weighed in the balance and judged
according to his just dues. No matter what his station in life might be,
he would have to undergo the ordeal of being weighed, and abide by the
judgment rendered. In the same way, directly after death, his earthly
judges rendered judgment for or against him. If he was found
guilty, or unworthy, he would be excluded from burial in his own tomb
or sepulchre, and during his trial all who knew him were allowed to
testify for or against him, and according to the evidence he was judged.
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"This earthly judgment was typical of the one in the halls of Amenti. It

was from this peculiar ancient custom that it was introduced into the
ancient Mysteries, and during the peculiar rites and ceremonies the
candidate died symbolically before he was raised to Lzgkt and Lzfe. In
the halls of Amenti, Osiris may be said rather to have presided over the
dead than to have judged them. He gave admission to those who were
found worthy to enter into the abode of happiness in the halls of peace.
He was not the avenging deity; he did not punish, nor could he show
mercy or subvert the judgment pronounced. It was a simple question of
whether the deceased was guilty or not. If wicked, they were destined
to suffer punishment according to their deeds. A man’s actions were
balanced in the scales against Justice and Truth; then, if they were
found wanting, he would be excluded from all future happiness. Thus,
though the Egyptians are said to have believed that the gods were
capable of influencing destiny (Esubers, Pr., Ev., 1rr—4), it is evident
Osiris (ltke the Greek Zcus) was bound by it, and the wicked were
punished, not because he rejected them, “ but because they were wicked.”

I have given a very lengthy account of the mythical story of Osiris,
for the reason that it formed not only the basis of the Ancient Egyptian
Mysteries, but also represented the scenes enacted in the great drama of
life, if properly understood ; and the teachings that emanated from the
Ancient Egyptian Mysteries are to be found in every religion and every
philosophy throughout the world, in every age and every epoch of its
history. ‘They have always been, and are now, covered with such a mass
of rubbish that it is difficult to discover the glorious Truths that
underlie their philosophy.

Now let us examine the Osirian myth, and take Osiris as the Judge
or presiding deity of Amenti, and we shall find that the teachings of our
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite inform us that he was not a god of
vengeance, but a god of Truth and Justice. He judged no man, but
simply pronounced the sentence that had been adjudged by Thoth, the
Divine Nature, or “ The Lord of Karma,” affer they had been weighed in
the balance and their sentence declared to Osiris, who then and there
pronounced it. FEach and every man’s ‘“higher self” recognized that
perfect Justice had been meted out to him. He knew that the acts of his
life, in thought, word or deed, were to be harvested in their effects. It

5
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was simply impossible for Osiris in any way to interfere with the Law of
Cause and Effect; or, in other words, any man’s ‘“ Karma.” When a
man’s life actions are weighed in the balance, his dues are rendered to
him with perfect justice. He has made his own record and he will reap
the full effects of it, be 7t good or evil, and this fact alone shows that
“Man is the master of his own destiny.” What he has sown that must
he also reap, and there is no power in earth or in heaven that can alter
his Karma. Sir Edwin Arnold beautifully illustrates this in “The
Light of Asia.”

‘““ KARMA—ALII that total of a soul

Which is the things it did, thoughts it had,
The ‘self’ it wove with woof of viewless time
Crossed on the ways of invisible acts.”

A sin committed, or an evil thought permitted to go forth from
your mind, for evil, is just the same as if the act itself had been per-
formed. They are then beyond recall. You have sown the seed, and
vou, yourself, must suffer the consequence, and not somebody else, as
nothing you or any one else can do can cver destroy the result of your act or
thought. Repentance may possibly have a tendency to prevent one from
repeating errors, but it never will, nor ever can destroy the effect of
those already done. My dear Brothers, I do most earnestly and sin-
cerely believe this, and most earnestly ask you, my dear readers and
Friends, to take this matter under your careful consideration, and along
these lines of thought I will quote you from “ Re-incarnation,” by E. D.
Walker, page 302:

“The relentless hand which metes out our fortunes with the stern
justice most vividly portraycd by the Greek dramatists in their Nemesis,
Fates and Furies, takes from our own savings the gifts bestowed on us.
¢ Alas, we sow what we reap; the hand that smites us is our own.” In
the domain of eternal justice the offense and the punishment are insep-
erably connected as the same event, because there is no real distinction
between the action and its outcome. He who injures another in fact
only wrongs himself. To adopt Schopenhauer’s figure, he is a wild
beast who fastens his fangs in his own flesh. But linked with the awful
fact of our own individual responsibility for what we now are, gives the
inspiring assurance, that we have under our control the remedy of evil
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and the increase of good. We can, and we alone can, extricate ourselves
from the existing limitations, by the all-curing powers of purity, love, and
spirituality. In Eastern phraseology, the purpose of life is to work out
our bad Karma (action) and to stow away good Karma. As surely as the
harvest of to-day grows from the seed-time of yesterday, so shall every
kernel of thought and feeling, speech and performance bring its crop of
reward or rebuke. The inherent result of every quiver of the human
WILL continually tolls the Day of Judgment and affords immeasurable
opportunities for amelioration.”

This is just exactly what the philosophical degrees of our own
beloved Scottish Rite teach us, and Brother Albert Pike says in
“Morals and Dogmas” (pages 216-17): “ We shall be just as happy
hereafter, as we are pure and upright, and no more, just as happy as our
character prepares us to be, and no more. Our moral, like our mental
character, is not formed in a moment, it is the habit of our minds, the
result of many thoughts and feelings and efforts bound together by
many natural and strong ties. The great law of retribution is, that all
coming experience is to be affected by every present feeling, every
future moment of being must answer for every present moment. One
moment sacrificed to vice, or lost to improvement, is forever sacrificed
and lost; an hour’s delay to enter the right path, is to put us back so far
in the everlasting pursuit of happiness, and every sin, even of the best
men, is to be thus answered for, if not according to the full measure
of its ill desert, yet according to a rule of unbending rectitude and
impartiality.

“’The law of retribution presses upon every man, whether he thinks
it or not. It pursues him through all the courses of life, with a step
that never falters nor tires, and with an eye that never sleeps nor
slumbers. If it were not so, God’s government would not be impartial ;
there would be no discrimination; no moral dominion, no light shed
on the mysteries of Providence.

“ Whatsoever a man soweth, that, and not something else, shall he
reap. ‘That which we are doing, good or evil, grave or gay, that which
we do to-day, and shall do to-morrow, each thought, each feeling, each
action, each event, every passing hour, every breathing moment, all are
contributing to form the character, according to which we are to be
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judged. Every particle of influence that goes to form that aggregate,—
our character,—will in that future scrutiny, be sifted out from the mass,
and particle by particle, with ages perhaps intervening, fall a distinct
contribution to the sum of our joys or woes. Thus every idle word
and idle hour will give answer in the judgment.

“Let us take care, therefore, what we sow. An evil temptation
comes upon us, the opportunity of unrighteous gain or of unhallowed
indulgence, either in the sphere of business or pleasure, of society
or solitude. We yield, and plant a seed of bitterness and sorrow.
To-morrow it will threaten discovery. Agitated and alarmed, we cover
the sin and bury it deep in falsehood and hypocrisy. In the bosom
where it lies concealed, in the fertile soil of kindred vices, that sin dies
not, but thrives and grows, and other and still other germs of evil
gather around the accursed root, until, from that single seed of corruption
there springs up in the soul all that is horrible in habitual lying, knavery
or vice. Loathingly, often, we take each downward step; but a frightful
power urges us onward, and the hell of debt, disease, ignominy, or
remorse, gathers its shadows around our steps, even on earth, and are
yet but the beginning of sorrows. The evil deed may be done in a
single moment; but conscience never dies, memory never sleeps, guilt
can never beconie innocence and remorse can never whisper peace.

‘“ Beware, thou who art tempted to evill Beware what thou layest
up for the future! Beware what thou layest up in the archives of
eternity! Wrong not thy mneighbor! lest the thought of him thoun
injurest and who suffers by thy act be to thee a pang which years will
not deprive of its bitterness! Break not into the house of innocence, to
rifle it of its treasure, lest when many years have passed over thee, the
moan of its distress may not have died away from thine ear! Build not
the desolate throne of ambition in thy heart, nor be busy with devices
and circumventings, and selfish schemings, lest desolation and loneliness
be on thy path, as it stretches into the long futurity! Live not a
useless, an impious, or an injurious life! for bound up with that life is
the immutable principle of an endless retribution, and elements of God’s
creating, which will never spend their force, but continue ever to unfold
with the ages of eternity. Be not deceived! God has formed thy
nature, thus to answer to the future. /s /aw can never be abrogated,
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nor his justice eluded; and for ever and ever it will be true, that
‘ Whatsoever a man soweth, that also he shall reap.”

Madam H. P. Blavatsky says in ‘“ The Key to Theosophy” (page
237), “If our present lives depend upon the development of certain
principles which are a growth from the germs left by a previous exist-
ence, the law holds good as regards the future. Once grasp the idea that
universal causation is not merely present, but past, present and future,
and every action on our present plane falls naturally and easily into its
true place, and is seen in its true relation to ourselves and to others.
Every mean and selfish action sends us backward and not forward, while
every noble thought and every uuselfish deed are stepping-stones to the
higher and more glorious planes of being. If this life were all, then in
many respects it would indeed be poor and mean, but regarded as a pre-
paration for the next sphere of existence, it may be used as the golden
gate through which we may pass, not selfishly and alone, but in company
with our fellows, to the palace which lies beyond.”

Buto, of whom I have previously spoken in this chapter, was
identified by the Greeks in their Lafona. She was worshipped princi-
pally in the town of Buto, which received its name from festivals held
there in her honor, and an oracle was established there which was held
in high esteem by the ancient Egyptians. ‘The most veracious of all
the oracles of all the Egyptians” (Herodotus, Book II, chapter 152.) It
was to this goddess that Isis entrusted her children while she went in
- search of lost Osiris. Buto acted the part of nurse and guardian to
Horus and Bubastis, and watched over them very carefully during the
whole time that Isis was absent, and when Typhon sought to persecute
and destroy them she carried them away, hiding them in a floating
island called Chemmis. In this way she prevented Typhon from obtain-
ing possession of them. This island was situated in a lake not very far
from the town of Buto, upon which Horus and ‘Bubastis, with Buto, were
worshipped together.

I have not gone into the profound depths of the esoteric meaning of
the Osirian Triad in this chapter, but shall leave that subject to another.
Neither do I wish to enter into a long and useless article in order to
prove that Scottish Rite Masonry has been in existence from time
immemorial, but I do most assuredly claim that our most Illustrious
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Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite teaches the same grand truths, the
same sublime philosophies, and solves the same scientific problems as
elucidated in the esoteric teachings of the ancient mysteries, and I do
most firmly and sincerely believe that these esoteric teachings originated
in the valley of Hindustan, and that it was cradled on the banks of the
river Nile, in the hoary ages of the past, from whence it found its way to
all parts of the earth.

Every degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, from the
first to the thirty-second degree, teaches by its ceremonial as well as by
its instruction, that the noblest purpose of life and the highest duty of a
man are to strive incessantly and vigorously to win the mastery in every-
thing, of that which in him is spiritual and divine, over that which is
material and sensual ; so that in him also, as in the universe which God
governs, harmony and beauty may be the result of a just equilibrium.

To achieve it, the Mason must first attain a solid conviction, founded
upon reason, that he hath within him a spiritual nature, a soul that is
not to die when the body is ‘dissolved, but is to continue to exist and to
advance toward perfection through all the ages of eternity, and to see
more and more clearly, as it draws nearer unto ‘God, the Light of the
Divine Presence. This the Philosophy of the Ancient and Accepted Scot-
tish Rite teaches him ; it encourages him to persevere by helping him to
believe that his free will is entirely consistent with God’s omnipotence
and omniscience; that He is not only infinite in power, and of infinite
wisdom, but of infinite mercy, and has an infinitely tender pity and love
for the frail and imperfect creatures that He has made.
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It flows through old hushed €Egypt and its sands,
Like some grave, mighty thought, threading a dream;
Hnd times, and things, as in that vision seem,

Reeping along it, their cternal stands,

Caves, pillars, pyramids, the shepherd bands,

That roamed through the young carth—the flag extreme
Of high Be¢sostris, and that southern beam,

The laughing Queen that caught the world’s great bands.
Then conks a mightier silence, stern and strong,

Hs of a world left empty of its throng;

Hnd the void weighs on us; and then to wake,

Hnd bear the fruitful stream lapsing along,

*Twixt villages, and think how we shall take

Our own calm journey on, for human sake.

—LEIGH HUNT.
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CHAPTER 1IV.

THE NILE—ORIGIN OF THE NAME FREE MASON-—
SCOTTISH RITE PHILOSOPHY.

%‘ HE interpretation of the Osirian myth, according to Wilkinson’s

‘“ Ancient Egyptians,” (chap. 13, page 79), is as follows: * Osiris,
the inundation of the Nile; Isis, the irrigated portion of the land of
Egypt; Horus, their offspring, the vapors and exhalations reproducing
rain; Buto, Latona, the marsh lands of Lower Egypt, where those
vapors were nourished ; Nephthys, the edge of the desert, occasionally
overflowed during the high inundations; Anubis, the son of Osiris and
Nephthys, the production of that barren soil, in consequence of its being
overflowed by the Nile; Typhon, the sea, which swallowed up the Nile
waters ; the conspirators, the drought overcoming the moisture from
which the increase of the Nile proceeds; the chest in which Osiris’ body
was confined, the banks of the river, within which it retired after the
inundation ; the Tanaitic mouth, the lake and barren lands about it
which were held in abhorrence from their being overflowed by the river,
without producing any benefit to the country; the twenty-eight years of
his life, the twenty-eight cubits to which the Nile rises at Elephantine,
its greatest height (Plutarch, de Iside, 843); the seventeenth of Athor,
the period when the river retires within its banks; the Queen of
Ethiopia, the southern winds preventing the clouds being carried south-
wards ; the different members of Osiris’ body, the main channels and
canals by which the inundations passed into the interior of the country,
where each was said to be afterwards buried ; that one which could not
be recovered was the generative power of the Nile, which still continued
in the stream itself, or as Plutarch thinks, it was thrown into the river,
because ‘ water or moisture was the first matter upon which the genera-
tive power of the deity operated and that principle by means of which
all things capable of being were produced;’ the victory of Horus, the
powers possessed by the clouds in causing the successive inundations of
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the Nile; Harpocrates, whom Isis brought forth about the winter
solstice, those weak shootings of the corn after the inundations had
subsided.”

Kenrick states in his “ Ancient Egypt,” page 346, vol. 1: “The
order in which the different events of the myth succeed to each other,
accords very well with the supposition that they relate to the disappear-
ance of the sun from the northern hemispkere and the train of conse-
quences which it produces to the earth. His burial and disappearance
took place in the autumn; the voyage of Isis to discover his remains in
the month of December; the search for them in Egypt about midwinter;
and in the end of February, Osiris, entering into the moon, fertilizes the
world. The representations of Osiris, as god of the invisible world and
his being figured as a mummy naturally produced an explanatory myth.
It accounts for an immortal god being subjected to death and for the
association of Thoth and Horus, Isis, and Nephthys with him in his
capacity of ruler of Amenti. ‘The erection of the coffin at Byblos
alludes to the use of Osiride pillars in Egyptian architecture. The story
of the discerption of his body explained the circumstance that the honor
of his interment was claimed by so many different places in Egypt and
the ceremony of the phallephoria in his honor. The co-operation of a
queen of Ethiopia in the plot against his life is significant of the national
hostility of that people against the Egyptians and the prevalence of
female dominion. The plotting against him in his absence may have
been borrowed from the history of Sesostris, as the account of his
expeditions to distant countries for the purpose of civilizing them,
betrays its origin in times when the Egyptians had become acquainted
with foreign nations, and were disposed to glorify themselves as the orig-
inal source of knowledge and the arts. The story of the dog, who
assisted Isis to discover the son of Nephthys and attended her ever
afterwards, explained the form of the god Anubis, who belongs to the
Osirian circle; that the animal with whose head this god is represented is
not a dog, but a jackal, shows that the myth was accommodated to the
general conception, not to the fact. The respect paid by the Egyptians
to the words of children, a feature of their excessive superstitions, is
explained by the aid which children gave to her in her researches.
Another object of the myth was to explain the affinity which existed, or
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was believed to exist, between the worship of Isis in Egypt and that of
the same or a similar divinity in Phcenicia, and especially at Byblos.
The identity of these goddesses was believed and was the foundation of
the legend of Io’s wanderings. There was, at all events, a close resem-
blance between the rites which related to the death and revival of
Adonis at Byblos and of Osiris in Egypt.”

The river Nile has in every age been a source of mystery to those
people who dweit upon its banks and watched its annual inundations
through the ever-succeeding centuries. The people who built such won-
drous and stupendous fabrics, to adorn and beautify their fertile valley,
were the men who had made extraordinary intellectual advancement and
wko had arrived at a wonderful knowledge of the arts and sciences. We,
to-day, stand in awe and admiration before the records of their prehistoric
civilization, manifested in the ruined tombs, temples, and monolith sculp-
tures that graced and adorned the banks of this grand old river NVi/us,
which throbbed and pulsated through the parched and thirsty soil of this
remarkable valley. a veritable river of Life. The conquering armies of
Egypt’s grandest monarchs have been marshalled upon her banks in all
the magnificence of barbaric splendor, glittering in all the panoply of
war, laden with the spoils, followed by long trains of captives, who with
trembling steps shrank from the mighty shouting populace, pouring forth
from the various cities to welcome them home. Ah! what mad revels
they must have held! What grand rejoicings and glorious feastings they
may have had, we of to-day will never know, for there, where the earth
shook with the tread of Egypt’s mighty men of war, naught but silence
remains. Where once swarmed the vast population of Egypt, and where
shone resplendent the glorious temples of ancient Egyptian splendor, all
is ruin, utter ruin; and yet those ruins are the records of the grandeur
of the Golden Age of ancient Egyptian glory, and the old god Nilus still
flows along in silent majesty, just as it did thousands of years before
Pharaoh’s daughter found the infant Moses sleeping upon its throbbing
bosom (Exodus 2: 5).

The Nile is without exception, so far as its historical and ethno-
graphical features are considered, the river of the world, the Amazon
alone surpassing it in length. It is claimed, according to the latest.
discoveries, that its source is located in the Victoria Nyanza, but I differ
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with this statement, and believe, like many others, that the actual source
of this grand old river is in the Skimzu, which rises fully 5° south of the
Egquator. The true source of the river is positively unknown and “it
ranks with the Amazon and Congo as one of the longest rivers of the
world in length but not in volume.”

This wonderful and mysterious river was worshipped by the ancient
Egyptians as a god, for without it the drifting desert sands would soon
render this fertile valley as desolate as the Great Sahara itself, thus veri-
fying the statement made by Herodotus, that—“ Egypt is the gift of
the Nile.”

Kenrick states, in his ‘“ Ancient Egypt,” vol. 1, page 3: “The geo-
graphy and history of every country are closely connected with the origin
and course of its rivers. In cold and humid climates, like our own, their
neighborhood may have been avoided by the early inhabitants, who found
more healthy abodes on the open side of the hills; but in the East where
many months succeed each other without any supply of rain, the vicinity
of a perennial stream is the first condition of a settled and civilized life.

“‘The history of the world begins on the banks of the great rivers
of China, Indian, Assyria and Egypt. The Nile, however, holds a
far more important relation to the country through which its flows than
any other river of the world. The courses of the Rhine, the Danube or
the Rhone are only lines on the surface of Germany or France. The
valleys of the Euphrates and the Tigris were a very small part of the
dominions of the Assyrian and Babylonian Kings; but the banks of the
Nile are Egypt and Nubia. To live below the Cataracts and to drink of
its waters was, according to the Oracle of Amon, to be an Egyptian
(Herodotus, Book II, chapter 28). Upwards or downwards, it is through
the valley of the Nile that civilization and conquest have taken their
course. We should, therefore, naturally begin by tracing it from its
source to the sea; but this is still impracticable. The Mesopotamian
rivers have been followed to their sources amidst the mountains of
Armenia and Kurdistan ; the traveller has even penetrated to the place
where the Ganges bursts forth from the everlasting snows of the Him-
alaya; but the sacred river of Egypt still conceals its true fountains.”

The question that Herodotus (Book II, chapter 28), asked of the
priests of Egypt, Alexander, of the oracle of Ammon, and which learned
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curiosity has so often addressed to geographical science, has been only
partially answered. ‘The source of this river has ever been a problem, as
well as the cause of its annual overflow. Scientific men for thousands of
years have ever endeavored to solve the mysteries surrounding it. The
Egyptians themselves knew but very little about it,and all that we know
respecting it is, that it comes pouring forth from the Victoria Nyanza
into the Somerset River, thence to the Albert Nyanza, lowing on over
the various rapids that are kunown as Bakr-el-Gabel. 1t then goes
rushing on through Gondokoro, until it is joined by the great tributaries
of the Balkr-el-Ghazel (gazelle river), on the West and the Soba’ on the
East, in about 9° North latitude. From here it is known as the Ba/kr-
el-Abyad or the White Nile. Tts course is now through the Soudan until
it reaches K/artum at which place it receives the waters of the Bakr-
el-Azrek, or Blue Nile, which name it receives from the dark color of
its waters.

The white Nile is so-called on account of its contrast with the blue,
or possibly from the whitish clay that is held in" solution by its waters.
The character of the white Nile is entirely and completely changed in
its union with the turbid waters of the blue Nile, which furnishes about
one-third of the volume of water now flowing along under the name of
Bahr-el-Nil. During the spring and summer months the blue Nile
becomes very much swollen by rains falling in the mountains of Abys-
sinia, and it may be considered the 7»xe¢ Nile that furnishes the mud and
rich fertilizing substances that so enriches the soil and causes the crops
to grow in such luxuriant abundance throughout the length and breadth
of this most remarkable valley.

This river rises according to Bruce (“Travels,” volume s, page 308,)
“in North latitude 10° 59’ and East longitude 36° 55’, in the Kingdom
of Abyssinia, at a height of nearly six thousand feet above the sea.” He
visited its sources, which had not been seen by any European for seven-
teen years, and he professed to have discovered the true sources of the
Bahr-el-Azrek or blue Nile. He says, * They are three springs, regarded
by the natives with superstitious veneration, not large, but deep. To the
sweetness and purity of this stream the Nile is said to owe its reputation,
which its waters have in all ages maintained.”
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We have traced the white Nile from its so-called source to its
junction with the blue Nile at Khartum, a distance of one thousand five
hundred miles, from which place it flows along uninterruptedly through
a miserable, desolate country, an absolutely barren waste of desert sands,
receiving but one single tributary in its long journey to the sea, and
farther on to its two principal mouths, Rosetta and Damietta, that are
distant from its confluence with the blue Nile, one thousand eight hun-
dred miles.

The Atbara becomes an affluent of the river Nile in about 18° North
latitude and one hundred and eighty miles to the Northeast of the
confluence of the blue and white Niles. After receiving the waters of
the Atbara it flows in one continuous stream through Egypt, forcing its
way over the hills and down steep rapids or cataracts, until it arrives at
and passes Aswan, at the first cataract, five hundred and ninety miles
from Cairo. It continues its onward flow until it reaches a point of
separation at the apex of the Delta, which remains to-day unchanged.

Murray informs us that at the first cataract the Nile “enters Egypt
proper and continues at an average rate of about three miles an hour,
increased to four and one-half at the height of the inundation, a quiet,
winding course, varying in breadth from three hundred and fifty yards at
Silsilis to one thousand one hundred yards at Minia. So far its course is
the same as in the days of old, but a considerable change now takes
place, for whereas it formerly discharged itself into the sea, by seven
mouths, these are at present reduced to two. Its ancient name appears
to have been Cercasorus, the modern representation of which may be

_placed at a point opposite Shubra. Here the river, anciently divided
into three branches, the Pelusiac running East, the Kanopic running
West, and the Sebennytic which flowed between the two, continuing the
general northward direction hitherto taken by the Nile, and piercing the
Delta through the centre. From this Sebynnitic branch two others were
derived. The Tanitic and Mendesian, both of which emptied themselves
between it and the Pelusiac branch. The lower part of the remaining
two branches, the Bolbitine and the Phatmitic, were artificial and were
constructed probably when the other outlets began to dry up. It is by
these two mouths that the river at the present day finds its outlet. At
the point of bifurcation the general direction of the two streams is
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probably that of the old Pelusiac and Kanopic branches, where they
gradually quit the extreme East and West course and continue more in
the center of the Delta, the one to Damietta, the other to Rosetta, from
which places they derive their modern appellation.”

The Atbara and the blue Nile are most assuredly the fertilizers of
the valley of the Nile, giving to Egypt those wonderful productive forces
for which it is so noted. These turbulent rivers are fed by a great
number of mountain torrents in Abyssinia, which cut deep channels and
gorges into the hillsides and mountains, carrying away with them
immense quantities of a dark reddish-brown soil to the Atbara and blue
Nile, whose waters are already charged with a black alluvial soil, very
rich in fertilizing properties, which gives to the turbid waters of these
rivers their peculiar color.

On the entrance of these two affluent streams into the clear flowing
waters of the Nile its characteristics become entirely changed, from the
beautiful river flowing through the grassy plains of Soudan, bearing
within its bosom the pellucid waters of the mountain lakes of interior
Africa, to the mud and decayed organic matter which discolors the waters
of the Nile. It is this alluvial soil and decayed organic substance that
come down annually within the bosom of this grand old river which
sustains and forms the land of the Nile, “ The gift of the river.”

From Khartum this great and glorious stream falls one thousand,
two hundred and forty feet in its course to the sea, cutting a deep groove
through the rocks and Nubian sandstone, in many places to the depth of
one thousand feet, bursting forth from a transverse barrier of beautiful
Syenite granite that forms the boundary between Nubia and Egypt
proper. In its wonderful passage through this immense obstruction, it
opens to our view the magnificent red felspar crystals so extremely
beautiful. Not far from here are the quarries of Syene, about a mile
from Aswan. The site of this ancient city Syene is in latitude 24° 5’
28", and is located on the East bank of the river. It has both post and
telegraph offices, and a population of about eleven thousand inhabitants.
An immense amount of trade is done here with the Soudanese and
Abyssinians, carried on through the medium of the camel. There is a
very short railroad running from here, up above the cataract, to the town
of Shellal, which was of great service to the British during the trouble
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in the Soudan. I shall give you, my dear Brothers, a more detailed
account in a future chapter of this work. From the quarries of Syene
many of Egypt’s basalt and beautiful red granite monoliths have been
taken, and this place is well worth a visit from the Masonic student
desirous of seeing for himself these celebrated quarries of the ancient
Egyptians. He will find specimens of work done by the craft long
centuries before authenticated history, such as a very large obelisk,
gigantic columns and peculiar stones that have never been removed, but
remain just as the craftsmen left them when “ called from labor.”

In viewing this unfinished work of the ancient craftmen, one can
scarcely believe that Jong drifting centuries have passed and gone since
these stones were quarried by hands the most skilled of any which the
world has ever heard. One would hardly credit his senses if told that
thousands of years have elapsed since our ancient brethren wrought in
these quarries and exhibited such satisfactory specimens of their skill,
the very chips looking as bright to-day as in the early ages of Pharaonic
history. The whole world, to-day, stands in awe and admiration before
the ruined tombs, temples and monuments which demonstrate their
wonderful knowledge of architecture and sculpture, evidences of which
are to be seen in the many ruined cities of ancient Egypt. Somewhere
about the beginning of the summer solstzce the people of the Nile valley
began to look anxiously at the old god Nilus, for signs of the annual
inundation ; but more especially was this so of the peasant, because all
his hopes were centered upon the overflow, as he was dependent upon the
fruits of the field for the sustenance of himself, family and domestic
animals. He longed to be enabled to plow the soil, sow his seed and reap
an abundance therefrom, which was assured whenever the waters reached
the heighth that insured good crops. When the expectations were
realized what grand feastings and rejoicings took place in honor of the
“ Lelet-en-Nukta, or the Night of the Drop,”’ which event occurred on the
night preceding the eleventh of the Coptic month of Aeuna, corres-
ponding to the seventeenth of June.

One who has never been able to witness this celebrated festival
should assuredly visit the village of Ewmébaba on the west bank of the
river on the Night of the Drop. It was believed by the ancient Egyp-
tians that a miraculous tear-drop fell from the eye of the goddess Isis,
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upon the bosom of the water of the Nile, which caused the river to swell
and . overflow its banks and fructify the whole of this fertile valley,
therefore on this special night the people of Egypt have, from time
immemorial, feasted and rejoiced in honor of the coming of their god
Nilus. At his appearance the same things that are done in Egypt
to-day were done, no doubt, on a grander scale by the ancient Egyptians,
long before the foundations of the Pyramids were laid, or that wonder-
ful monolith the Sphinx “looked to the East,” and long centuries before
Homer sang of ‘“ hundred-gated Thebes.”

Through every dynasty of Pharaonic history we find that the
Egyptians have worshipped their old god Nilus, not as God, but only
emblematic of the Divine Essence Itself. Both before and at every
inundation, these people would perform certain rites and ceremonies, in
order to insure a plentiful overflow. We learn from some Arabian
writers that these ancient people prayed earnestly and incessantly for a
bountiful inundation, and during some of the ceremonies sacrificed a
virgin to the god of their river—a custom continued until Egypt passed
under the yoke of Moslem rule. The Copts continued to observe certain
rites and preserve a relic of the virgin sacrifice in their peculiar cere-
monies. Heliodorus gives us an account of the festivals given in honor
of the annual inundations, as do many other writers, and to-day the
Khedive and state officials at the festival of “ Mosim el-Khalecg” (which
takes place somewhere about the middle of August), cuts the dam at
Cairo, letting the water of the High Nile flow through its old bed, when
an heifer is slain and distributed to the people for food, who go about
rejoicing, assured of a year of plenty, while every one is filled with joy,
and happiness reigns supreme.

These ceremonies carry us back to the ancient days of Meneptah,
B. C. 1400, when the people chanted their grand “ Hymn to the Nile,”
one verse of which I quote you:

‘‘ Hail, all hail, O Nile, to thee!
To this land thyself thou showest,
Coming tranquilly to give
Life, that Egypt so may live:
Ammon, hidden is thy source,
But it fills our hearts with glee!
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Thou the gardens overflowest,
With their flowers beloved of Ra;
Thou, for all the beasts that are,
Glorious river,

Art life-giver;

To our fair fields ceaselessly,
Thou thy waters dost supply,
And dost come

Thro’ the middle plain descending,
Like the sun thro’ middle sky ;
Loving good, and without ending,
Bringing corn for granary ;
Giving light to every home,

O thou mighty Ptah.”

This hymn was no doubt the principal one sung during the festivals
of the Niloa. 1 would have been pleased to have quoted the entire
hymn, but it is too long, and I simply give the first verse. “ Rawnsley”
tells us that this  poem is specially interesting, as identifying the Nile
with Ra, Amon and Plak, as well as other gods. This assures us of the
complete identification of the reigning monarch with deity, as well as
giving a realization of how entirely unknown the sources of the Nile
were at that day, and how the mystery of its risings affected the Egyp-
tians with the thought of a hand unseen, working the yearly miracle of
inundation, and giving its yearly blessing.”

Through the drifting centuries the Egyptian people have ever ob-
served this festival, and Christian domination has thus far never been able
to stamp it out. The peculiarities and ceremonies still continue, but not
on such a grand scale as in the hoary civilization of Egyptian splendor. |

From this time forward the voice of the Munadi en-Ni/ (Nile Crier)
will announce to the people the progress of the rising river. One of the
first things observed in the swelling waters is its reddish color. As soon
as this color makes its appearance the people hasten down to the river
and collect a plentiful supply, which they store away in jars for future
use. It begins, soon afterward, to assume a greenish color, during which
period the water is considered very unhealthy. After this decayed,
organic matter is swept away, it once more assumes the reddish color and
with it the delicious, sweet and healthy drinking water such as the kings
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of Persia always used at their tables. The river increases continually for
a period of almost three months, sometimes having a final rise in the
early part of October, after which it gradually falls to its natural flow.
The prosperity of the country depends, in a very great measure, upon
the height of the inundation. Too great an overflow would cause an
immense loss of life and property, while an insufficent rise would
occasion a great deal of distress, simply because large portions of land
could not be flooded, in consequence of which no crops would grow in a
great many places throughout the land of Egypt.

To-day there are wonderful improvements going on for the purpose
of preserving the waters of the river from running to waste. To this end
two very large dams are under construction, and nearing completion, in
Upper Egypt. One is to be constructed at Asyut, and the other at
Aswan, both of which are expected to be completed during the year
1903. The dam at the latter place will form a reservoir fully ome
hundred and twenty miles in length, having a storage capacity of about
one billion three hundred and ninety-three million and twenty thousand
cubic yards of water, which will form quite a lake in itself. At the point
selected for the building of the dam at Aswan the river is fully two
thousand two hundred yards wide at “ High Nile.” The reservoir, when
completed, will be one of the most magnificent specimens of engineering,
for the purpose of irrigation, known to the world. The cost of
construction of this stupendous piece of work has been estimated at
$25,000,000.

The inhabitants of this valley were taxed in ancient times, as
well as at the present day, according to the rise of the river. In all
ages the government had to be supported, just the same as any other
nation, “by taxation,” and the duty of seeing that taxation was duly
administered belonged to the AMudir of every province, who would, of
course, have to be assisted by a number of inferior officers, such as Vice-
Governors, or We#k:il/, a chief clerk, a regular tax gatherer, an account-
ant, a Kad: or supreme judge, a superintendent of police, a supervisor
of canals, and the physician of the province. These were the officers .
that composed the general council for each province in Egypt, while in
small towns the Naz:ir el-Kism, or sub-governor, was under the general
supervision of the Mudir, as well as the Sheikh el-Belea's of the villages,
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who had to render an account of all monies collectcd to the general
council. Those officials composed all the general officers, as well as a
part of the inferior officers, who were legally authorized to collect the
taxes of the provinces throughout the whole length and breadth of Egypt.
The principal ones were, the land tax, income tax, market tax, and palm
tax. These are some of the taxes collected today, but C. Ritter says in
Baedeker note, page 319, “ Lower Egypt:”

‘“’The rate of taxation was determined in ancient times in accordance
with the height of the inundation. All the authorities from Herodotus
down to Leo Africanus agree in stating that the Nile must rise sixteen
cubits, or Egyptian ells, in order that the land may produce good crops.
The famous statue of Father Nile, in the Vatican, is accordingly sur-
rounded by sixteen figures of genii, representing these sixteen ells. To
this day the height of the overflow influences taxation and the land
which is artificially irrigated pays less than that reached by the river
itself. 'The object of the government is always to induce belief that the
inundation is favorable, and the sworn Sheikh of the Nilometer, is there-
fore, subject to the influence of the police at Cairo. The same political
motives from which, in ancient times, the custody of the Nilometers was
entrusted to the priests alone, still prevent the Egyptian public from
obtaining access to the Mikyas (Nilometers) in the island of Roda. The
real height of the water is always concealed and false statements made,
as it is the object of the fiscal authorities to levy, if possible, the full
rate of taxation every year, whatever the height of the Nile may have
been. This traditional dishonesty in the use of the Nilometer was first
discovered by the French engineefs during the occupation of Egypt by
Napoleon.”

The waters which flood this fertile valley during every inundation
contain such wonderful powers to stimulate vegetable life into remark-
able growth, that no artificial fertilizing agent is needed, but only such
as old god Nilus gives. This is sufficient for all purposes, as it contains,
according to Kenrick, in every one hundred parts of water, “ forty-eight
clay, nine of carbon, eighteen parts of carbonate of lime, four of car-
bonate of magnesia, besides portions of silicia, and oxide of iron.”

There is no question in my mind but that the river Nile was per-
sonified by the ancient Egyptians and received divine homors throughout
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the length and breadth of the Nile valley, as all the information I
have gathered during my researches upon_this subject among ancient
authorities and modern historians only strengthens my belief in this
matter. Heliodorus informs us that the river was personified, and from
what Herodotus tells us in Book II, chap. go, this fact is proven, conse-
quently we have good ground for believing that O/ god Nilus was wor-
shipped throughout the whole of Egypt. We have no reason to doubt
his statement, when he says that “ none may touch the corpse, not even
the friends or relatives, but-only tie priests of the Nile,” showing that
whenever a person was drowned in its waters it was the special duty of
these priests to attend solely to the disposal of the body, hence, temples
must have been erected in every Nome and every city throughout the
“Land of Egypt.” We have evidence of the fact that this god Nilus
was worshipped in many cities.

The festival of the ANiloa, of which I have already spoken, was
for the express purpose of welcoming the rising river and the coming
flood. Heliodorus states in £7% 9: 9, that “it was one of the principal
festivals of Egypt and was celebrated at the summer solstice, or at the
first appearance of the rising of the waters.” The ancient Egyptians
believed that if all the peculiar rites and ceremonies were not properly
observed and everything done in accordance with custom and usage, the
river would not overflow its banks to the height required for an
abundant crop, and an assured harvest, when a famine would result.
In order to avert such a terrible catastrophe not one single ceremony
should be neglected, and the priest would be required to give his offering
in money, while the various cfficials of the different Nomes would have to
cast their gifts of gold upon the throbbing bosom of the flowing river,
in order to carry out the programme that had been established long cen-
turies before the sons of Jacob went down into the ‘“ Land of Egypt” to
buy corn from their brother Joseph'; aye, long before the foundations of
the Pyramids of Gizeh were laid or the Sphinx looked to the East and
saw the glory of the Sun God Ra, when its glorioys rays lit up this
wonderous valley in the radiant beauty of Light.

Now this brings me to a very interesting subject, one that should
interest every Masonic student and Free Mason throughout the world
universal, and that is the meaning and origin of the word Free-Mason,
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because a thorough understanding of these two words Free and Mason will
verify the statements that are made in our rituals, that “ Free Masonry
has been in existence from time immemorial, and that the best men of
every epoch of the world’s history have been members of our fraternity.”
It will also prove that our very name Free Mason originated in the
Valley of the Nile, and that our glorious Fraternity existed thousands
of years before Christ, as well as that the Craftsmen who wrought in
the quarries and laid the foundation of the Pyramids were members of
our beloved fraternity.

I have often asked Brethren of the ‘ Royal Craft,” when in confer-
ence assembled: Why are we called Free Masons? Not one of the
many to whom this question has been propounded could give a definite
or lucid account of its origin, or why we are called by this name. In
the third chapter I make the claim that our glorious fraternity originated
in the “ Land of the Vedas” and was cradled on the banks of the Nile.
Therefore in order to prove this fact I will state that the very name
Free Mason proves its antiquity, as well as the country in which it was
cradled, and consequently verifies my statement that “z¢ is a /lineal
descendant of the Ancient Egyptian Mysteries.”’

Now, my dear Brothers, the words Free Mason do not belong to the
English language, neither do they originate in the Latin or Greek
languages, all of which they antedate, by thousands of years, and come
to us from the Egypto-Coptic language, the language that was used by
the Ancient Egyptians in the Golden Age of Egypt. The Copts are
‘most certainly the lineal descendants of the people who migrated from
India to the valley of the Nile and adorned its banks with stupendous
specimens of Cyclopean architecture, whose written language was
expressed in three distinct forms. The first of which was the Hzero-
glyphs, the second the Hieratic and the third the Demotic.

Champollin was one of the most indefatigable students of those
ancient Egyptian writings and after very careful and painstaking inves-
tigation of the various hieroglyphic inscriptions throughout the tombs,
temples and papyrus of Egypt, he gave to the world his celebrated
Grammazire Egyptienne, wherein he proves that the Hieratic was derived
from the hieroglyphs. ‘There is no question but that the Hierophants
and priests of Egypt preserved all their sacred writings, secrets, etc., in
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these early hieroglyphs, as the first two of these writings belonged
especially to the priesthood, while the Demotic was used principally by
the people for commercial purposes. This latter was a degenerate from
the other two and it was the most difficult to understand. I do mnot
desire to enter into a long description of the writings of this ancient
people, but simply to state that the words Free Mason are derived from
the ancient Egypto-Coptic. In that language the word “ PHREE” meant
—Light, Knowledge, Wisdom, or Intelligence, while “ MASSEN " was the
plural of “ Mes” signifying children; hence we were and are known
as children of, or Sons of Light, Wisdom, or Intelligence, because Light
signified knowledge to the Candidate or Initiate, and it is that which
every Brother is in search of, MORE LIGHT. Zhotk signifies the intellect
and mes a child, consequently Thothmes means child of Thoth, or a man
of intelligence. Ra was the Sun God and Mes the child, therefore the
Great Rames-es was considered to be a child of the sun god Ra, or Son
of the Sun.

Surely the very name Free Mason ought to convince any person from
whence it is derived, prove the autiquity of the Fraternity, and demon-
strate beyond the shadow of a doubt that it is far older than the
“Golden Fleece, or Roman Eagle,” as the Coptic language was, in sub-
stance, the same as the spoken language of the Ancient Egyptians.
Now, in proving the name Free Mason to have been of Ancient Egyptian
origin, it follows, that it must have been connected with the Ancient
Egyptian Mysteries, for the teachings of the one are identical with the
other, if rightly understood, and I do not stand alone in this opinion.
I may possibly claim for it more than some other authorities, who
have not thoroughly investigated this subject. Vet I feel positively
certain that I shall adduce sufficient evidence to prove and sustain my
assertions, that the esoferic teachings of our beloved Scottish Rite of Free
Masonry s a lineal descendant of the Ancient Mysteries, whose esoteric
teachings have ever been a guide to higher planes of spiritual unfold-
ment, through an understanding of Nature and her wonderful manifes-
tations; whose revelations from the known to the hitherto unknown,
from the land of effect to the realm of cause, from man through a pro-
found Pantheism to his God, binding us, the human family, together in
stronger bonds than were ever imposed by any human law, because
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the Perfect Mason is taught to understand HIMSELF and in so doing he
understands the true meaning of the UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD OF
MAN, irrespective of race, creed, caste, or color.

I had the pleasure of sitting in the Grand Lodge F. & A. M. of the
State of Washington, when the Committee on Jurisprudence (Brothers
T. M. Reed, of Olympia, J. E. Edmiston, of Dayton, and Wm. H. Upton,
of Seattle) laid before that body the question pertaining to Negro
Masonry. Two of this committee, who submitted the report recognizing
the negro as a man and Brother, were born and raised in the Southern
States. In making their report they declared that homor, justice and
right were iisurmountable, and that prejudice was a secondary considera-
tion with them, as all they wanted was to have justice done to those who,
like ourselves, were searching for ‘“ More Light” on the esoteric
teachings of Masonry, in order to come to a better understanding of
themselves and the potential forces latent within them.

Our revered Brother Albert Pike, states in ‘“ Morals and Dogmas,”
page 220, that :—* The whole world is but one Republic, of which each
Nation is a family, and every individual a child. Masonry, not in any
wise derogating from the differing duties which the diversity of states
requires, tends to create a new people, which, composed of Men of many
nations and tongues, shall all be bound together by the bonds of Science,
Morality and Virtue.

‘“ Essentially philanthropic, philosophical and progressive, but it is
neither a political party nor a religious sect. It embraces all parties
and all sects, to form from among them all a vast fraternal association.
It recognizes the dignity of human nature, and man’s right to so much
freedom as he is fitted for; and 2 knows nothing that should place one
man below another, except ignorance, debasement and crime, and the
necessity of subordination to lawful will and authority.”

Rebold, in his “ History of Masonry,” page 62, says: “The real
object of Freemasonry may be summed up in these words: To efface
from among men the prejudices of caste, the conventional distinctions of
color, origin, opinion, nationality ; to annihilate fanaticism and supersti-
tion ; to extirpate national discord, and with it extinguish the firebrand
of war; in a word—to arrive, by free and pacific progress, at one formula
or model of eternal and universal right, according to which each
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individual human being shall be free to develop every faculty with which
he may be endowed, and to concur heartily, and with the fulness of his
strength, in the bestowment of happiness upon all, and thus to make of
the whole human race one family of brothers, united by affection, wisdom
and labor.

J. D. Buck, in his very valuable little work entitled, * Mystic
Masonry,” states that “ The qualified Brotherhood of Man is the basis
of all ethics, and the Great Republic is the ideal state. If these concepts
were accepted and acted upon, there would result time and opportunity,
and the power to apprehend the deeper problems of the origin, nature,
and destiny of man. ‘Man is not man as yet.’ What he may be, and
what he might do, under favorable conditions, is very seldom even
dreamed. We never build beyond our ideals. We habitually fall below
them.”

I do not wish to dwell upon Man or Universal Brotherhood now, but
shall speak of the subject in another chapter, when entering into a full
interpretation of the building of man under the badge of a Mason. In
order to do this, I shall bring forward the profound philosophy of the far
East, and the design upon my trestle board will be: the white leather
apron with the bib turned up, to demonstrate the Lower Quarternary and
the Upper Triad. In my demonstrations I shall trace nature in all its
gradations, through elements, crystals, plants and animals to quarternary
man, up to the present evolution, thence through body, soul and spirit
into the eternal essence of all things.

Our Rite came down to us from the masters and adepts of India, and
made its dwelling place upon the banks of that wonderful river Nile,
where, as the ancient mysteries, it preserved those sublime and beautiful
esoteric teachings of the ancient Wisdom which will eventually enlighten
the world and point out the way leading to an understanding of
the symbology. Then will the aspirant begin to realize that the cere-
monies, at the initiatory services, are simply unwritten aids, more sug-
gestive than words and far more pregnant with meaning than knowledge
imparted by books. It appeals to his eye, impresses itself upon his
brain, and stimulates his memory to action, so that long after the cere-
monies have passed, he will be enabled to recall every incident by a
simple effort of his will. Thus through memory he can interpret, study
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and develop for himself the true meaning of the symbols and ceremonies
of our glorious Scottish Rite.

What the world of to-day, and generations unborn, owe to Free
Masonry will never be fully realized. The fraternity has always been,
and always will be an incentive to enlightenment, liberality and educa-
tion. During the ‘“ Dark Ages” it was only in the lodge-room that our
scientific and philosophical brethren dared make known any of the inval-
uable discoveries, or profound philosophical knowledge, for fear of the
inquisition, which was supported by the bigotry, fanaticism and ignor-
ance of tyrants, backed by a superstitious and uncultured populace. But
to-day we find it working, as it has ever dome, in the interest of
humanity. /z fact it is the Advocate and Champion of the Rights of the
Pegple by the best men of the world, who have an advantage over our
ancient brethren, by being enabled to exemplify openly, the grand truths
taught behind the closed doors of our Lodges, Chapters, Councils and
Consistories ; the glorious heritage of man, LIBERTY, EQUALITY AND
FRATERNITY. '

Brother Albert Pike says in “ Morals and Dogmas,” page 25, e/ seq -
“The best gift we can bestow on man is Manhood. It is that which
Masonry is ordained of God to bestow on its votaries; not sectarianism
and religious dogma ; not a rudimentary morality, that may be found in
the writings of Confucius, Zoroaster, Seneca and the Rabbis in the Pro-
verbs and Ecclesiastes ; not a little and cheap common-school knowledge;
but Manhood, Science and Philosophy.

“Not that Philosophy or Science is in opposition to Religion. For
Philosophy is but the knowledge of God and the Soul, which is derived
from observation of the manifold action of God and the Soul, and from a
wise analogy. It is the intellectual guide which the religious sentiment
needs. The true religious philosophy of an imperfect being is not a
-system of creed ; but as SOCRATES thought, an infinite search or approxi-
mation. Philosophy is that intellectual and moral progress which the
religious sentiment inspires and ennobles.

“As to Science, it could not walk alone while religion was stationary.
It consists of those matured inferences, from experience, which all other
experience confirms. It realizes and unites all that was truly valuable,
in both the old schemes of mediation,—one /4erozc, or the system of action
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and effort; and the mystical theofy of spiritual, contemplative com-
munion. '

“The first Scriptures for the. human race were written by God on
the Earth and the Heavens. The reading of these Scriptures is Science.
Familiarity with the grass and the trees, the insects and the infusoria,
teaches us deeper lessons of love and faith than we can glean from the
writings of FENELON and AucusTINE. The great Bible of God is ever
open before mankind.” :

Masonry is not a Religion, for Religion does not exist without a
dogma, a creed and a priesthood ; it is the basic philosophical idea which
underlies all religions, and which appears distinctly as soon as the mass
of theological allegories and interpretations are removed. This fact can
be conclusively demonstrated by any thoughtful Mason, be he Elx,
Knight or Prince, and he will be astonished at the identity of the claims
that are made by the various sects into which mankind is divided. Their
metaphysical -conceptions of the Divine Principle of man’s essence and
future destiny are almost the same; their ethical conclusions and rules
for daily conduct in life are absolutely identical. It is quite plain that
the conflict between them is merely a war of words and petty details,
showing Religion is but an effort to satisfy the innate religious feeling
existing in every human being. FEach and every one is a partzal revela-
tion of the One Truth, adapted to the special capacities of comprehending
‘the epoch in which they appeared, more or less adored by the peculiar
mental bias of the people among whom it was evolved. The Masonic
student will find connecting links between the ancient teachings of long
ago and those of to-day, tending to prove the existence of a very ancient
system, or body of occult knowledge, which can be traced in its influence
and esoteric forms, through the middle-ages; through and beyond the
Greek and Roman civilizations, and their contemporary dynasties in the
East; through Egypt, Persia and India, until it is lost in the hoary ages
of the past, far back into those ages which saw the birth and childhood
of the Aryan race in the valley of Hindustan.

This great fact will be forced upon every student and thinker that
ALL Religions of the World have been derived from the one primal
‘source—the GREAT WispoM RELIGION—THE SECRET DOCTRINE of the
Initiates of old. Many names have been given at different periods of -
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the world’s history, to this body of occult knowledge, the key to which
was kept a profound secret by its custodians, those who, through Initia-
tion had earned a right to its deepest mysteries. Sages, philosophers,
Adepts, and Mystics in all ages have drawn upon this Secret Doctrine for
their knowledge and inspiration; who have hinted as plainly as they
dared, at its more recondite secrets, and transcendental knowledge. The
nineteenth century has witnessed a very great revival of knowledge and
science which has excited widespread and profound attention, and it is
not to be wondered that such has been the case, when we take into con-
sideration that Initiates have ever warred against Jgmorance, and con-
tended against Zyranny and Fanaticism.

These forces caused the Secret Doctrine to emerge from the obscur-
ity into which it had fallen through the superstition, ignorance and
fanaticism of the Middle Ages, as well as the influence of ecclesiastical
religions, which dominated the world for so many long and weary cen-
turies. The element of supernaturalism is fast disappearing under the
exertions and influence of the teachings of our Rite and its scientific gen-
eralizations. Amny doctrine or teaching, presenting itself for acceptance
among the readers and thinkers of this twentieth century, must undergo
this test first, as whetler it can stand in line with the law of conservation,
of energy, and the ordered sequence of Cause and Effect, discoverable in
every domain of natural phenomena. This is the fundamental claim
of our beloved Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Masonry, which
obtained its knowledge and Wisdom from the Secret Doctrine of the
Ancient Mysteries, the fountain from which learned men of every age
have drawn their high inspirational force and intellectual development.
From this source it can be proven, fully and undisputably, that a tran-
scendental knowledge of man’s nature has always existed in the world—
so far at all events as we have any historical records—and that all these
great Religions and Philosophies are but the echoes or reflections of these
occult doctrines, overlaid and perverted in most instances by ages of
superstition and ignorance.

The revival of this knowledge will clear away entirely that element
of supernaturalism in religion which is the great cause of the total rejec-
tion of all religious doctrines by the intelligent thinkers of the present
day. It will do more than this. In freeing religion from its supernatu-
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ral element, its work will be constuctive of a new and surer basis for
the practice of religion, as a matter of conduct instead of belief. The
present crisis in the religious world is produced, not so much by sheer
disbelief, as by uncertainty. This is above all an age of inquiry, and
woe betide any teaching, religious or scientific, which cannot make a
decent pretense of fulfilling its undertakings, and giving its razson d’etre
in no uncertain voice. ‘That religion, to-day, is making little or no head-
way toward the regeneration of the world, is manifest to any one who
has taken the trouble to make himself acquainted with the social life
of the people.

Hideous misery, and open unblushing vice, have never been more
rampant than to-day, and in the presence of this, official religion is dumb
and helpless. It knows not the cause and still less the remedy. It is
deaf to the voice of materialism, loudly scoffing at its claims and derides
its fancied remedies.

It must not be supposed that Masonry is adverse to Christianity, or
to any other religion in a pure form. It does, however, assert that the
pure gem of Truth, upon which it is founded, is obscured by a mass of
useless creed, under which it is lost to sight. Masonry desires to
strengthen and not to weaken the hands of the Religionist. It does not
proclaim nor teach any new revelation for a chosen people, but a complete
philosophy, explaining every problem of human life to the entire satisfac-
tion of the most severe logician. There is an array of Truths as old as
mankind itself, scattered here and there in the fragments which are found
in every religion, ancient or modern, tested to the utmost by strict
philosophical and scientific processes, divested of all the fanciful additions
of superstition, based not on authority, not on blind faith; but on reason-
able demonstrations by comparisons, analysis and universal applicability ;
the crucial test of all hypothesis.

Masonic esoteric teachings do mnot crave acceptance from her
initiates, but only asks loyal investigation. “ Every one is entirely free
to reject and dissent from whatsoever may seem to him untrue or
unsound. It is only required of him that he shall weigh what is taught,
and give it fair hearing and unprejudiced judgment.” It does not
demand belief, but knowledge. It is a science, not a Religion—the
science of man’s relation to the Universe. It is a well known fact, that in
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ancient times, religion and science were not the irreconcilable adversaries
they are to-day, and that the sages of India and Egypt were, at the same
time, the spiritual advisors of the people, and the zealous keepers of the
scientific knowledge. Did not Plato and Pythagoras, the great Grecian
philosophers, go to the Egyptian priests for instruction? Did not Jesus
of Nazareth dispute with the doctors of his time, and astound them by
his unaccountable knowledge? Were not the so-called miracles.of all
religious reformers or prophets, but a mere manifestation of superior
knowledge of the laws of nature, which, to the ignorant, appeared as
supernatural ?

Unfortunately both science and religion have long forgotten their
palmiest days, when they were twins, walking hand in hand together.
But, at the present time, they have degenerated into gross materialism.
Science purposely narrowing its field of observation to the domain of
matter, leaving metaphysical investigations to people untrained in the
accuracy of scientific methods. Religion dwarfs the conception of God
into that of a personal being, whom each votary endows with more or less
human attributes, while Masonry avoids both errors. It follows Science
on its chosen ground, antagonizing it only when it becomes materialistic,
negative and narrow minded. It respects the religious feelings of all,
when sincere, regardless of the form in which they may be clothed; but
refuses to any kind of religion the monopoly of Truth.
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“H babe, new-born, lay on its mother's breast,

It was not new, but old! Hye, older than the stars!
for 'twas the self-same soul whose ¢ssence was
The gathered rays from Bicrarchics, higher far
Than present man with bis small brain can dream!
The Bierarchice who their essence draw

from the One Hbsolute.

Nay! nor was the body new, except in shape,

But formed of that which is imperishable,

{hose spirit of all matter essence is;

{hose atoms had built many forms, the abodes
Wlherein this soul bad dwelt—this pilgrim of old.”
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CHAPTER V.

ANCIENT MYSTERIES—SCOTTISH RITE PHILOSOPHY.

sources, I find that the ancient mysteries originated in the
hoary civilization of a prehistoric age. That all knowledge of
Science, Arts and Philosophy are due to the ancient wisdom that per-
meated the Indian, Mazdean and Egyptian mysteries, whose Hierophants
gave forth freely the sublime teachings of this ancient wisdom, to all
those who, after due trial, were found worthy and well qualified to receive
them, and then only, under deep and binding obligations. I also found,
that in all those different countries, these mysteries had a common origin,
with a purpose in view identical one with the other. That purpose was
for the upbuilding of humanity by instructing it in the sublime and pro-
found truths of the ancient wisdom, which truths to-day underlie all
religions and all philosophies. The principle of these mysteries, and the
“fons et origo” of all the rest, was the Mysteries of /ndia, whose basic
source of all knowledge and intellectual advancement was the SECRET
DocTRINE of the adepts and sages of that country, who taught that
“there 1s an Omnipresent, Eternal, Boundless and Immutable Principle
back of all manifestations.” It is that which we call the Supreme
Architect of the Universe, THE ABSOLUTE AND INFINITE DErTy. This
fact was impressed upon the initiate of old, that he might be enabled to
know that this Eternal Absolute Reality, is the eternal cause of all the
manifestations and differentiations in the Kosmos. It was also taught
that the Universal Brotherhood of Man is the basis of all ethics, and
that the grandest study for man, was man, as in coming to an under-
standing of himself and his own potential forces he would be enabled to
come to a better comprehension of God and Nature.
The esoteric teachings of the ancient mysteries is what gave to

Greece her civilization and culture, which resulted in her wonderful intel-
7

R’I‘ER carefully searching through many countries and various
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lectual advancement; force of character to her citizens, wisdom to her
statesmen, and placed her at the head of all civilized nations. This fact
- is demonstrated in history as, after the “ Golden Age” of Egypt, she
was pre-eminently above all other nations and peoples, through the
development of her knowledge of science, art, philosophy, literature,
poetry, etc. All this was due to the profound and sublime teachings that
permeated the ancient mysteries.

In order that you, my dear Brothers and readers, may be enabled to
understand something about these ancient mysteries, I shall quote you
from various authorities, and try to explain the sublimity and grandeur
of the teachings which pertained, not only to the Ancient Mysteries, but
to our own glorious Scottish Rite, a true and lineal descendent of those
ancient institutions or fraternities. - These gave to Greece her culture
and refinement, and to Rome her civilization. I want you, my dear
Brothers, to distinctly understand that all the knowledge and wisdom
that belonged to the Indian, Mazdean, and the ancient Egyptian Mys-
teries, have been preserved, and are now taught, in all their sublimity and
grandeur, in our own beloved Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.

Grote in his *“ History of Greece,” Vol. I, Chapter xvi, page 388,
says: ‘“In the Elusinian and Samothracian Mysteries was treasured up
the Secret Doctrine of the theological and philosophical myths, which had
once constituted the primitive legendary stock of Greece, in the hands
of the original priesthood, and in ages anterior to Homer. Persons who
had gone through the preliminary ceremonies of imitiation, were per-
mitted at length to hear, though under strict obligations of secrecy, this
ancient and cosmogonic doctrine, revealing the distinction of man, and
the certainty of posthumous rewards and punishments, all disengaged
from the corruptions of poets, as well as from the symbols and allegories
~ under which they still remain buried in the eyes of the vulgar. The
Mysteries of Greece were thus traced up to the earliest ages, and repre-
sented the only faithful depositories of that purer theology and physics,
which had originally been communicated, though under unavoidable
inconveniences of a symbolical expression, by an enlightened priesthood,
who were highly educated in the sciences, philosophies, arts and ethics,
and thoroughly instructed, having their origin either in Egypt, or in the
East among the rude and barbarous Greeks, to whom their knowledge
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was communicated under the veil of symbols.” These teachings embodied
a profound theological philosophy and inculcated great and glorious
moral truths upon those Initiates who desired a knowledge of the
Ancient Wisdom, and these teachings eventually became lost, that is to
the great majority; but they were preserved by the few and taught in
the various Mysteries handed down from generation to generation, until
today we find them in all their sublimity and grandeur in our own
glorious Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.

Should any man or Mason doubt the verity of this statement, let
either him or them read that scholarly production of our revered Brother
General Albert Pike, “ Morals and Dogmas,” page 328 ¢/ seq, where he
positively states that, “ We use the old allegories, based on occurrences
detailed in the Hebrew and Christian books, and drawn from the Ancient
Mysteries of Egypt, Persia, India, Greece, the Druids and the Essenes,
as vehicles to communicate the Great Masonic Truths; as it has used
the legends of the Crusades, and the ceremonies of orders of Knighthood.

“’The Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Masonry has now
become what Masonry was at first meant to be, a teacher of Great Truths,
inspired by an upright and enlightened reason, a firm and constant
wisdom, and an affectionate and liberal philanthrophy.

“ We teach the truth of none of the legends we recite. They are to
us but parables and allegories, involving and enveloping Masonic instruc-
tion ; and vehicles of useful and interesting information. They represent
the phases of the human mind, its efforts and struggles to comprehend
nature, God, the government of the universe, the permitted existence of
sorrow and evil. To teach us wisdom, and the folly of endeavoring to
explain to ourselves that which we are not capable of understanding, we
reproduce the speculations of the Philosophers, the Kabalists, the Mysta-
gogues and the Gnostics. Everyone being at liberty to apply our sym-
bols and emblems as he thinks most consistent with truth and reason,
and with his own faith. We give them such interpretation only as may
be accepted by all. Our degrees may be conferred in France, or Turkey,
at Pekin, Ispahan, Rome, or Geneva, in the city of Penn, or in Catholic
Lousiana, upon the subjects of an absolute government or the citizens of
a free State, upon sectarian or theist. ‘To honor the Diety, to regard all
men as our brethren, as children, equally dear to him, of the Supreme

250886R
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Creator of the Universe, and to make himself useful to society and
himself by his labors, are its teachings to its initiates in all of the
degrees.

‘“Preacher of Liberty, Fraternity and Equality, it desires them to
be attained by making men fit to receive them, and by the moral
power of an intelligent and enlightened people. It lays mno plots and
conspiracies. It hatches no premature revolutions. It encourages no
people to revolt against the constituted authorities; but recognizing the
great truth that freedom follows fitness for freedom, as the corollary
follows the axiom, it strives to prepare men to govern themselves.

‘“ Except as mere symbols of the moral virtues and intellectual quali-
ties, the tools and implements of Masonry belong exclusively to the first
three degrees. They also, however, serve to remind the Mason who has
advanced further, that his new rank is based upon the humble labors of
the symbolic degrees, as they are improperly termed, inasmuch as all
the degrees are symbolic.

“‘Thus the initiates are inspired with a just idea of Masonry, to wit,
that it is essentially wWoRK ; both teaching and practising LABOR ; and that
it is altogether emblematic. Three kinds of work are mnecessary to the
preservation and protection of man and society ; manual labor, specially
belonging to the three blue degrees; labor in arms, symbolized by the
knightly or chivalric degrees; and intellectual labor, belonging particu-
larly to the philosopical degrees.

‘“‘There was a distinction between the lesser and greater mysteries.
‘One must have been for some years admitted to the former before he
could receive the latter, which was but a preparation for them, the
Vestibule of the Temple, of which those of Eleusis was the sanctuary.
There, in the lesser mysteries, they were prepared to receive the holy
truths in the greater. The initiates in the lesser were called simply
Mpystes, or initiates; but those in the greater, Lpoptes, or seers. An
ancient poet says that the former was an imperfect shadow of the latter,
as sleep is of death. After admission to the former, the initiate was
taught lessons of morality, and the rudiments of the sacred science, the
most sublime and secret part of which was reserved for the Epopt, who
saw the truth in its nakedness, while the Mystes only viewed it through
a veil and under emblems fitter to excite than to satisfy his curiosity.



HAVNAVI

‘S3ISINVY 40 ITdW3L A3NINY 3HL



PUBLIC Lisragy

AlTQ

X, LANyG; AN
Tikox
&

o
X TOUNMAT Opg
 eper— e
-

——




EGYPT, THE CRADLE OF ANCIENT MASONRY, 101

‘“ Before communicating the first secrets and primary dogmas of
initiation the priests required the candidate to take a fearful oath never to
divulge the secrets. Then he made his vows, prayers and sacrifices to
the gods. The skins of the victims consecrated to Jupiter were spread on
the ground, and he was made to set his feet upon them. He was then
taught some enigmatic formulas, as answers to questions, by which
to make himself known. He was then enthroned, invested with
a purple cincture, and crowned with flowers, or branches of palms or
olive.”

Our very learned and ancient Brother Pythagoras divided his schools
into two classes, to whom he gave instruction, both day and night. To
those attending his day class, his lectures or teachings were to admonish
his pupils as to the path they should follow, in order to acquire a
knowledge of morality, virtue and truth, as well as continually warning
them of their lower nature, and instructing them how to kill the animal
within themselves, so as to allow the higher spiritual to dominate and
guide him. Those who attended his night class were selected. from the
pupils who had proved themselves by earnest study and profound medi-
tation, to be worthy and well qualified to live in union with a community
who enjoyed a common property. These he instructed by allegories and
symbols. The emblems used were taken from geometrical and numerical
figures, believing that, “ Number lies at the root of manifest universe.
Numbers and harmonious proportion guide the first differentiation of
homogeneous substance into heterogenous elements; and number and
numbers set limits to the formative hand of nature. Know the corres-
ponding numbers of the fundamental principle of every element, and its
sub-elements ; learn their interaction and behaviour on the occult side
of manifesting nature, and the law of correspondences will lead you to
the discovery of the greatest mysteries of macrocosmical life.” (Secres
Daoctrine.)

After the pupil had thoroughly mastered and comprehended the
primary instructions, he was then advanced to another plane of thought,
and instructed in the profound, sublime teachings of the Secret -
Doctrine, that fountain of Ancient Wisdom, wherein he learned that
man is not the highest being in Nature’s evolutionary process; but
that he has within him the potentiality of becoming so.
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We learn from Clement of Alexandria that—‘The Egyptians
neither entrusted their mysteries to everyone, nor degraded the secrets
of divine matters by disclosing them to the profane, reserving them for
the heir apparent of the throne, and for such of the priests as excelled
in virtue and wisdom.”

Wilkinson, commenting on this, in ‘“ Ancient Egyptians,” Vol. I,
page 174, says: ‘“From all we can learn of the subject, it appears
that the Mysteries consisted of two degrees, demonstrated the greater
and the less, and in order to become qualified for admission into the
higher class, it was necessary to have passed through those of the inferior
degree, as each of them were probably divided into ten different grades.
It was necessary that the character of the candidate for initiation should
be pure and unsullied, and novitiates were commanded to study those
things which tended to purify the mind and encourage morality. The
honor of ascending from the less to the greater mysteries, was as highly
esteemed, as it was difficult to attain. No ordinary qualifications recom-
mended the aspirant to this important privilege and independent of
enjoying an acknowledged reputation for learning and morality, he was
required to undergo the most severe ordeal and to show the greatest
moral resignation; but the ceremony of passing under the knife of the
Hierophant was merely emblematic of the regeneration of the Neophyte.
That no one, except the priests, was privileged to initiation into the
greater mysteries, is evident from the fact of a prince, and even the
heir-apparent, if of the military order, neither being made partakers of
those important secrets, nor instructed in them, until his accession to the
throne, when in virtue of his kingly office he became a member of the
priesthood and the head of the religion. It is not, however, less certain
that at a later period many besides the priests and even some Greeks
were admitted to the lesser mysteries; yet in these cases also their
advancement through the different grades must have depended on a strict
conformance to prescribed rules.”

J. Septimius Florens Tertullianus, a pagan philosopher, who after-
wards embraced Clristianity, and flourished about A. D. 196, was an able
writer and in his “ Apology for the Christians,” says: ‘‘ None are admitted
to the religious mysteries without an oath of secrecy. We appeal to your
Thracian and Elusinian mysteries, and we are specially bound to this
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caution, because if we prove faithless we should not only provoke Heaven,
but draw upon our heads the utmost rigor of human displeasure. And
should strangers betray us? They know nothing but by report and
hearsay. Far hence, ye Profane, is the prohibition from all holy
mysteries.”

Clemens of Alexandria tells us in his * St/romata,” that “ he cannot
explain the mysteries, because he should thereby, according to the old
proverb, put a sword into the hands of a child.” He frequently compares
the discipline of the Secret with the heathen Mysteries, as to their
internal and recondite wisdom.

Origen, a celebrated Greek writer, surnamed Adamantus, a rigid
Christian who made himself a eunuch, tells us that “ Inasmuch as the
essential and important doctrines and principles of Christianity are openly
taught, it is foolish to object that there are other things that are recon-
dite; for this is common to Christian discipline with that of those
philosophers in whose teachings some things were exoteric, and some
esoteric.” It is enough to say that it was so with some of the disciples
of Pythagoras, and he, like Tertullian, informs us that, just before the
church opened in regular form, those present were warned in the follow-
ing words: “ Depart ye Profane! Let the Catechumens and those who
have not been admitted or initiated go forth.”

Cyrillus, Bishop of Jerusalem, informs us that “The Lord spake
in parablesto his hearers in general; but to his disciples he explained
in private the parables and allegories which he spoke in public. The
splendor of glory is for those who are early enlightened; obscurity and
darkness are the portion of the unbelievers and ignorant. Just so the
church discovers its mysteries to those who have advanced beyond the
class of Catechumens; we employ obscure terms with others.”

Ambrosius, Bishop of Milan, who compelled the Emperor Theo-
dosius to do penance for the murder of the people of Thessalonica, tells
us in his “de Officis ” that “ All the mystery should be kept concealed,
guarded by faithful silence, lest it should be inconsiderately divulged
to the ears of the profame. . . . .. It is not given to all to contemplate
the depths of our mysteries . . . . . that they may not be seen by those
who ought not to behold them ; nor received by those who cannot pre-
serve them . . . .. He sins against God who divulges to the unworthy
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the mysteries confided to him. The danger is not merely in violating
truth, but in telling truth, if he allows himself to give hints of them to
those from whom they ought to be concealed. . . . . . Beware of casting
pearls before swine! . . . . . Every mystery ought to be kept secret, and
as it were, to be covered over by silence, lest it should be rashly divulged
to the ear of the profane.”

Brother Pike, in “ Morals and Dogmas,” page 624, says, “ In the
mysteries, wherever they were practiced, was taught that truth of the
primitive revelation, the existence of One Great Being, infinite and
prevading the universe, who was there worshipped without superstition ;
and his marvellous nature, essence and attributes taught to the initiates,
while the vulgar attributed his works to secondary gods, personified and
isolated from Him in fabulous independence.

‘“’These truths were covered from the common people as with a veil,
and the mysteries were carried into every country, that, without disturb-
ing the popular beliefs, truth, the arts and the sciences might be known
to those who were capable of understanding them, and maintaining the
true doctrine incorrupt; which the people, prone to superstition and
idolatry, have in no age been able to do; nor, as many strange aberra-
tions and superstitions of the present day prove, any more now than
heretofore. For we need but point to the doctrines of so many sects
that degrade the Creator to the rank, and assign to Him the passions
of humanity, to prove that now, as always, the old truths must be com-
mitted to a few, or they will be overlaid with fiction and error and
irretrievably lost.

“Though Masonry is identical with the ancient mysteries, it is so
in this qualified sense: that it presents but an imperfect image of their
brilliancy ; the ruins only of their grandeur, and a system that has
experienced progressive alterations, the fruits of social events and
political circumstances.”

Augustinus,, Bishop of Hippo, in Africa, was a celebrated writer of
his age. He died in the seventy-sixth year of his age, A. D. 430. He
tells us that “ Having dismissed the catechumens, we have retained you
only to be our hearers, because, besides those things which belong to
all Christians in common, we are now to discourse to you of sublime
mysteries, which none are qualified to hear, but those who by the
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Master’s favor are made partakers of them. .. ... To have taught
them openly would have been to betray them.”

Chrysostom, a Bishop of Constantinople, died in A. D. 407, in his
fifty-third year. He was a very great disciplinarian and made himself
many enemies by preaching against the vices of the people. He was
banished by the empress for opposing the raising of a statue to her. He
was a truly good man, and in his writings says, “I wish to speak
openly ; but I dare not, on account of those not initiated. I shall there-
fore avail myself of disguised terms, discoursing in a shadowy manner.
..... Where the holy mysteries are celebrated we drive away all
unitiated persons and then close the doors.” He also informs us,
respecting the acclamations of the initiated, that he “ will pass them over
in silence ; for it is forbidden to disclose such things to the profane.”

Basilius, a celebrated Bishop of Africa, was a very eloquent orator,
who died in his fifty-first year, A. . 379. He informs us that, “ We
receive the dogmas transmitted to us by writing and those which have
descended to us from the Apostles, beneath the mysteries of oral
tradition; for several things have been handed to us without writing,
lest the vulgar, too familiar with our dogmas, should lose a due respect
for them. . . . .. This is what the uninitiated are not permitted to con-
template, and how should it ever be proper to write and circulate among
the people an account of them?”

I have made various quotations to verify my own assertions as to
the mysteries having a common origin and being the original source and
depository of those pure Theosophical and Philosophical truths that are
to be found in all religions, all philosophies, and all science. That in
every epoch of the world’s history these sublime and profound teachings
have always existed. I want to show the intimate relation between the
esoteric truths and teachings of our own beloved Scottish Rite of Free-
masonry, with the mysteries of ancient India. From this source ramified
all the other mysteries, through those of the Mazdean, Egyptian, Orphic,
Cabirian, Samothracian, Elusinian, Sidonian, Dionysian, Pythagorean,
Druids, Christian, Basilidean, etc. Every intelligent Masonic student will
recognize the connecting links between the ancient wisdom of India and
the Theosophical and Philosophical esoteric teaching of Scottish Masonry;
but he must not expect to find a regular, unbroken chain of evidence
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running down from the hoary civilization of prehistoric ages to the
present day. He will be enabled to trace the links in regular inter-
rupted lines of transmission, and though interrupted the proof of their
continued existence will be most assuredly unmistakable, as the thread
which connects it will mark its descent from age to age, until we find
it in all its sublimity and grandeur echoing through the temples
of our own beloved Scottish Rite of Masonry, as it did in those of
India, in the cave temples of Mazdean Hierophants, and the temples and
pyramids of ancient Egypt, back to the dawn of time. These glorious
truths and teachings which illuminated the path and mind of the
aspirant in the hoary ages of the past, have descended to us from the
“Land of the Vedas,” and it demonstrates to the Neophyte of to-day the
same grand system of philosophy. The self-same teachings that were
concealed in the lesser and the greater mysteries are now taught and
used in this glorious rite of ours, for the same purpose and in the same
manner as in the civilization of the far away past.

Ah! how magnificent and impressive must have been the ceremonies
of the ancient Egyptians in their stupendous temples! What transition
from sorrow to joy! Light wandering in darkness, bereft of all save
Hope, and the Light of Truth, carried deep down within the heart of
every man; even passing through the very shadow of death, pondering
upon the threshold of the tomb, battling for very life; wandering
through weary wastes of desert, seeking for Light through cavernous
depths ; but ever rising above [gnorance, Tyranny and Fanaticism into
the realm of the highest degree of intellectual knowledge and perfection.

This most profound Theosophical Philosophy and science is written
in symbols and veiled in such a manner, that only those Elus, Masters
and Adepts, who have seen the Light, are enabled to interpret or explain
the true meaning of them, as they were and are used for the purpose of
concealing the profound and sublime teachings of the Ancient Wisdom,
instead of revealing. In fact, as I have heretofore stated in the early part
of this work, that " Masonry is a peculiar system of Morality, veiled in
Allegory and illustrated by Symbols.” In the ancient days these alle-
gories and symbols were most carefully guarded from the Profane, and
people who had not seen the Light, were never permitted to cross the
threshold of the temples, wherein was practiced the secret teachings of
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the ancient mysteries. Chrysostom, in his letter to Pope Innocent,
informing him that on account of his opposing the empress, he excited
quite a number of the people against him, who forced “their way into
the most secret parts of the temple, even into the inner sanctuary, and
there saw what was not proper for them to behold.” But they could not
have understood the meaning of the things they had seen, no more than
the uninitiated could, of the symbology of our own beloved Rite. In fact,
some of our Initiates themselves do not understand the meaning of many
of the symbols revealed to them, simply because they are looking beyond,
instead of at, what lies before them. I am very sorry to say that just as
soon as our aspiring candidate receives his Morals and Dogmas, he turns
on toward the end, instead of the beginning, and is thus retarded in his
comprehension of the glories pertaining to our philosophy.

No one was allowed to enter the portals of the ancient mysteries
for initiation who was not Just, Upright and True, and possessed of a
good moral character, who had been heard of * under the tongue of good
report.” They did not depend entirely upon the report or reputation;
but rather upon the true character of the man who sought initiation.
The wise and good of all nations and peoples were allowed to enter into
and receive the “ Light” of initiation, irrespective of creed, caste or color,
because the Universal Brotherhood of Man was one of the first things
taught the Neophyte. Neither rank nor power would open the gates for
initiation, to any man, unless he was found worthy and well qualified.
The pre-requisite was to be, JusT, UPRIGHT AND TRUE to all men. If he
was found possessed of these requisites he was permitted to cross the
threshold ; but before he could advance, from one degree to another, he
would have to be well versed in the esoteric teachings of the preceding
degrees, as well as the symbolic meaning of the various emblems pre-
sented to him for inspection. Not until he had made suitable proficiency
in the lesser, was he allowed to proceed to the higher and more sublime
mysteries.

The Hierophants of ancient Egypt were very careful to thoroughly
investigate the character of the Aspirant before permitting him to drink
from the Sacred Fount of Ancient Egyptian Wisdom, and when Pytha-
goras presented himself for initiation, he underwent the most searching
investigation, before being allowed to proceed with the initiatory cere-
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monies. Historical records inform us that he displayed the most remark-
able fortitude and incredible patience, before obtaining the privilege of
searching through the profound philosophies of the Sacred Science.
After having done so, like all good men who had preceded him, he
began to realize the sublimity and grandeur of its profound philosophies.
One of the very first things taught was that all men were Brothers, and
part of the Divine Whole.

When Plutarch endeavored to attain an entrance into the ancient
mysteries by initiation, the Hierophants requested him to confess every
wicked act committed during the whole course of his life. These Hiero-
phants positively knew that initiation into their mysteries would never
be allowed, nor the initiatory degree conferred upon any one who could
not prove themselves to be good men and true, moral and virtuous.
Unless they were able to do this they were not considered worthy of the
high honor, and the consequence was, the sacred portals were closed
against them. ’

Proclus said that initiation into the mysteries was so sublime that
all those who had been selected to enter into the sacred precincts should
prove themselves to be virtuous. He also said that, “ It drew the souls
of men from a material, sensual and merely human life, to join them
in communion with the Gods.”

In the “ Book of the Dead,” Chapter 123, called “The Hall of the
Two Truths,” the soul, in passing through Amenti, thus addresses the
Lords of Truth: “I have not afflicted any. I have not told falsehocds.
I have not made the laboring man do more than his task. I have not
been idle. I have not murdered. I have not committed fraud. I have
not injured the images of the Gods. I have not taken scraps of the
bandages of the dead. I have not committed adultery. I have not
cheated by false weights.” Again he goes on to confess, saying: *That
he has loved God, that he has given bread to the hungry and water
to the thirsty, garments to the naked and a home to the homeless.”
This examination, herein related, was no doubt the key to the examina-
tion which the candidate had to pass through before being accepted
and allowed to pass between the columns and enter the sacred portals
of the Egyptian Mysteries. We can now thoroughly understand Low
difficult it was to obtain admission into the Mysteries, and why it was
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that the Hierophant was so searching in his questions, not permitting
any one to take even the initiatory degrees who were not thoroughly
virtuous, free from sin and vice. Minor offences were, no doubt, purged
and purified during the initiatory services by passing through certain
ceremonies and 1n being baptized anew, and consecrated to RIGHT, JUSTICE
AND TRUTH. But to all such applicants as Constantine, Nero, and
many others, the gates of the sublime Mysteries were forever closed,
on account of their awful crimes, which could not be condoned.

The principal object of initiation was to instruct and assist the
Neophyte in his search for “Light.” As I have previously stated,
“Light” meant Wisdom, Knowledge and Information. It is that
knowledge which leads us all to a comprehension of the Divine Prin-
ciple, the Supreme Essence, the source of all Life, Light and Love.
It taught the Initiate to thoroughly understand himself, and the
potential forces latent within him. It also teaches him that as his
moral, intellectual and spiritual nature develops he will be far better
enabled to consciously know the intents and purposes of human life. In
consequence of this he becomes more earnest and eager to help accom-
plish that purpose in his own person, by practicing LovE AND SELFLESS-
NESS. In loving his neighbor as himself and giving up the avaricious,
grasping desire of self gratification.

The instructions received were not only on Nature and Man; but
all the various phenomena emanating from the unseen world, as well
as in comprehending the Occult science. He would understand that
what is seen is not the reality, but only the manifestation of the
unseen, which is the reality, 7/ke noumenon. He was taught that the
director of the Mind, the Higher Self, was the true Immortal Man, the
real / that continually clothes itself with various personalities which live,
and die, and pass away with each and every one. But, the /rue man, the
Immortal “ Zhinker,” lives through all and endures for ever. “ We are
all of us conscious that the individual, as we see him with our eyes and
perceive with our bodily senses, is mnot the actual personmality. If he
should fall dead in our presence, there would still be a body to look upon
as distinctly as before. But the something has gone forth which had
imparted sensibility to the nerves and impulse to the muscles. That
something was the real individual. It accompanied the body, but has
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departed, leaving it behind.” The “ He” or “ She” has thus given place
to “ 7L

We witness phenomena and may now ask to learn the noumena.
(“A Wilder.”) The “ voice of ke rcal man comes to him by a process as
direct and swift as bodily vision, or the sense of feeling, and this voice
which never deceives him is /nfuition.”

Masonic Knowledge is the highest and most sacred deposit that has
come down to us from the ancient days of Egyptian splendor and
beyond. It is the most sacred and profound Wisdom of human life and
experience, because it helps man to understand the presence of a mys-
terious and inscrutable POWER, the knowledge of which thrills him to
the very centre of his being, and calls into existence the susceptibilities
and faculties which appropriates knowledge gained along these lines for
the upbuilding of his Higher Self, so that he may eventually attain to
perfect wisdom and become at one with the POowER that permeates the
Kosmos. There is no question in my mind but that the problem of Life
was a study for the candidate as well as Death and Reincarnation.

I quite agree with Brother J. D. Buck, 32° in his * Mystic
Masonry,” page 5I, wherein he says: “In the Ancient Mysteries,
Life presented itself to the candidate as a problem to be solved,
and not as certain propositions to be memorized, and as easily forgotten.
The solution of this problem constituted all genuine initiation, and at
every step or ‘degree’ the problem expanded. As the vision of the
candidate enlarged in relation to the problems and meaning of life, his
powers of apprehension and assimilation also increased proportionately.
This was also an evolution. It may reasonably be supposed that the
lower degrees of such initiation concerned the ordinary affairs of life, 22z ;
a knowledge of the laws and processes of external nature; the candidate’s
relation to these, through his physical body, and his relations on the
physical plane, through his animal senses, and social instincts, to his
fellow-men. These matters being learned, adjusted, Mastered ; the candi-
date passed to the next degree. Here he learned, theoretically, at first,
the nature of the soul; the process of its evolution, and began to unfold
those finer instincts. If he was found capable of apprehending these, and
kept his ‘vow’ in the preceding degree, he presently discovered the evo-
lution within him of senses and falculties pertaining to the ‘soul-plane.’
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His progress would be instantly arrested, and his teacher would refuse all
further instruction, if he was found negligent of the ordinary duties of
life ; those to his family, his neighbors, or his country. All these must
have been fully discharged before he could stand upon the threshold as
a candidate for the Greater Mysteries; for in these he became an unselfish
Servant of Humanity as a whole; and had no longer the right to bestow
the gifts of knowledge or power that he possessed, upon his own kinsmen,
or friends, in preference to strangers. In the higher degrees, he might
be precluded from using these powers even to preserve his own life.
Both the Master and his Powers belong to Humanity. If the reader will
but reflect for a moment, how the tantalizing Jews called upon Jesus to
‘save himself and come down from the cross,’ if he were the Christ, it
may be seen that this doctrine of Supreme Selflessness ought, long ago,
to have been better apprehended by the Christian world; for while it is
a Divine Attribute, the Synonym of the Christ, it is latent in all human-
ity and must be evolved as herein described.

“’That which makes such an evolution seem to modern readers
impossible, is, that it can not be conceived as being accomplished in a
single life, nor can it be. It is the result of persistent effort, guided by
high ideals, through many lives. Those who deny Pre-existence may
logically deny all such evolution. There must, however, come a time
when all the consummation is reached in one life, and this is the logical
meaning of the saying of Jesus—IT Is FINISHED.” )

There is no question but the Mysteries, the Ancient Wisdom, and
the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry exists for the express purpose of
teaching man to understand himself; the attributes of Life and its
Forces ; the soul and its attributes, Thought, Will, and Cognition, and
Death and its meaning. It teaches us that every object in the manifested
universe, even the tiniest atom that floats in the sunshine, has a soul
within itself. This soul with Matter and Spzrit, forms the Trinity which
comprises Unity. It is this Soul, Energy, Force or vibration that causes
every atom to float in the sunlit ray and manifests that Force by its own
individual energy or motion. In fact, it is this Force within itself, which
produces motion, and is contained in all bodies animate or inanimate. It
is known to the Masters and Adepts as the Incarmation of the Force.
This is a Universal Law.
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Look around you, in every direction, and you will perceive that
Force, Type, Idea, is ever changing, manifesting itself again and again in
varying phases. In this way it is continually evolving into higher forms
of development. Energy or Force is never annihilated, but continues its
protean appearance, clothed in various garbs; yet still moving onward in
its upward march, ever finding variant forms with which to express or
manifest itself. The self-same law applies to all Kingdoms; but more
especially to the Human Kingdom. Man being a part and parcel of the
Divine Whole, cannot be separated from it no more than the tiniest grain
of sand upon the sea-shore, without disturbing the Equilibrium of the
Balance, and the Kosmos with it. Therefore human Energy, Force, or
Soul, continually reincarnates, in order to grow and attain spiritual
perfection and Wisdom, such as was reached by the Master and Adept,
Jesus of Nazareth—The Christ. The Atkarva Veda says ‘ Nothing is
commenced or ended. Everything is changed or transformed. Life and
Death are only modes of transformation which rule the vital molecules,
from the plant up to Brahma himself.”” The Atharva-veda is one of
the sacred books of the Hindus and of great antiquity.

In speaking of India and her sacred writings I am reminded of the
many happy years spent in that extraordinary country, studying the
manners and customs of the people. I travelled from Calcutta to Bombay,
not by cars alone, but by regular “ Dak gharreh,” and after leaving Moul-
tan, by the steamer, down the river Indus and cars to Khurrachee, from
thence by steamer to Bombay. I stopped at all the principal cities ez ronte
and while writing of the Ancient Mysteries and their teachings, memory
carried me back to the celebrated cave temples in the immediate vicinity
of Bombay, and especially to the Cave Temple of Elephanta, with its
wonderful Trimurti.

“I am all in all” says the Trinitariun inscription in this ancient
Temple, which is situated on the island of Elephanta, about four or five
miles from Mazagong, a suburb of Bombay, where boats can be secured
to take you across to the island. From the landing place up on the
beach you can make the ascent by stone steps, winding their way up to
the entrance, which is located about midway on the hillside from the
beach. Here we found a level space fronting the entrance of the cave.
On entering we found ourselves in a large hall, about one hundred and
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fifty feet long, by eighty feet V\./ide, with four rows of very strong massive
columns at regular distances, forming three avenues leading to the
extreme end of the hall. The cave has been cut right into the face of
the solid rock. There are halls or rooms, of much smaller dimensions,
opening into the larger hall from each side of it. Very fine carvings
beautify and adorn the large and massive pillars of the rock, left to
support the tremendous weight of the mountain above, forming the roof.
These pillars or columns are eighteen feet high, and have a majestic
appearance ; in fact, everything here will have a tendency to surprise the
traveller and fill him with awe and admiration. The ceiling or roof is
flat, with very fine imitations of architraves running from column to
column. These piliars differ entirely from the variant orders of Greece
and Rome, in their peculiar shape, yet such columns seem to be quite in
keeping with their surroundings, and very appropriate to their function,
reminding one of the more massive pillars of ancient Egypt.

I saw here a large number of carvings relative to Hindu mythology,
and one chamber with the Lingham and Yoni. Amnother small temple
had a different style of columns, the walls adorned with sculptures,
while the roof and cornice were ornamented with painted mosaic patterns,
still bright with various colors. But the most striking, remarkable and
artistically carved figures, are situated at the extreme end of the middle
row of columns, in the large hall. It is the Zrzmurti, or triune god,
representing Brakma, Vishnu and Siva united in one body. It is
eighteen feet high. These figures represent the Creator, Preserver and
Destroyer—Evolution, Involution, and Brakma, the container of both—
the whole surrounded by minor figures cut deep into the solid rock.
This trinity represents Brahma, the incomprehensible and infinite god,
the substratum of all Being, just dawning into multiple existence—
permitting himself to be seen in his first conceivable form. In this
trinity }Zshnu represents the idea of Ewvolution—the process by which
the inner spirit unfolds and generates the universe of semnsible forms.
Stva represents the idea /nvolution, by which the thought and the sensi-
ble universe are indrawn again into the unmanifested ; and Brakima
represents that state which is neither Evolution nor Involution—and yet
is both—existence itself, now first brought into the region of thought

through relation to Vishnu and Siva. Each figure has its hand turned
o .
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upwards, resting upon the base of the neck, holding an emblem: Vishnu
the Lotus flower of generation, Brahma the gourd of fruition, and Siva
the “ good snake,” the cobra de cappello, whose bite is certain death.
The faces of Vishnu and Brahma are mild and serene, while the features
of Siva are peculiarly characteristic of her destroying propensities and
attributes. Siva also has the third eye—the eye of the interior vision of
the universe, a vision that comes to the man who adopts the method of
involution. This eye is situated in the Pineal gland and lies surrounded
by the Nates, Velum Interpositum, Optic Thalmus, and the Third and
Fourth Ventricle.

The ancient Egyptian and Hindu Hierophants never admitted a
creation out of nothing, but, as Herbert Spencer says, ‘an evolution by
gradual stages of the heterogeneous and differentiated, from the homo-
geneous and undifferentiated.” No mind can comprehend the Iunfinite
and Absolute unknown, which has no beginning and shall have no end;
which is both last and first, because, whether differentiated or withdrawn
into itself, it ever is. All things emanate from a single Principle, a
Primal source, which is the governing Force or Energy. The Moving
Power which vibrates through all and controls all is Life, Motion,
Vibration, Harmony. 1t is THAT which permeates all, governing and
controlling everything in the Kosmos, Manifested or Unmanifested. It
ever is, it ever will be.

Albert Pike, in ‘“ Morals and Dogmas,” page 517, ¢/ seq, says, in
speaking of the doctrine of the immortality of the soul, that “ Egypt and
Ethiopia in these matters learned from India, where, as everywhere else,
the origin of the doctrine was as remote and untraceable as the origin of
man himself. Its natural expression is found in the language of
Krishna, in the Bakgavad Gita. 1 myself never was non-existent, nor
thou, nor these princes of the Earth; nor shall we ever hereafter cease to
be. ... The soul is not a thing of which a man may say, it hath been, or
is about to be, or is to be hereafter; for it is a thing without birth; it is
pre-existent, changeless, eternal, and not to be destroyed with this mortal
frame. According to the dogma of antiquity, the thronging forms of life
are a series of purifying migrations, through which the Divine Principle
reascends to the unity of its source. Inebriated in the bowl of Dionusos,
and dazzled in the mirror of existence, the souls, those fragments or
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sparks of Universal Intelligence, forgot their native dignity and passed
into terrestrial frames they coveted. The most usual type of the spirit's
descent was suggested by the sinking of the Sun and Stars from the
upper to the lower hemisphere. When it arrived within the portals
of the proper empire of Dionusos, the God of this World, the scene of
delusion and change, its individuality became clothed in a material form,
and as individual bodies were compared to a garment, the World was the
investiture of the Universal Spirit.

“In the course of Nature the Soul, to recover its lost estate, must
pass through a series of trials and migrations. The scene of those trials
is the Grand Sanctuary of Initiation, the world. Their primary agents
are the elements and Dionusos, as Sovereign of Nature, or the sensous
world personified, is official Arbiter of the Mysteries, and guide of the
soul, which he introduces into the body and dismisses from it. He is
the Sun, that liberator of the elements, and his spiritual mediation was
suggested by the same imagery which made the zodiac the supposed path
of the spirits in their descent and their return, and Cancer and Capricorn
the gates through which they passed.

“Thus the scientific theories of the ancients expounded in the
mysteries, as to the origin of the soul, its descent, its sojourn here below,
and its return, were not a mere barren contemplation of the nature of the
world, and about the soul, but a study of the means for arriving at the
great object proposed—the perfecting of the soul; and as a necessary
consequence, that of morals and society. This earth to them was not
the soul’s home, but its place of exile. Heaven was its home, and there
was its birthplace. To it, it ought incessantly to turn its eyes. Man
was not a terrestrial plant. His roots were in Heaven. The soul had
lost its wings, clogged by the viscosity of matter. It would recover them
when it extricated itself from matter and commenced its upward flight.

“ Matter being in their view, as it was in that of St. Paul, the
principle of all the passions that trouble reason, mislead the intelligence,
and stain the purity of the soul, the Mysteries taught man how to
enfeeble the action of the matter on the soul, and to restore to the latter .
its natural dominion, and that the stains so contracted should continue
after death, lustrations were used, fastings, expiations, macerations, con-
tinence, and above all, initiations. Many of these practices were at first
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merely symbolical,—Material signs indicating the moral purity required
of the initiates, but they afterwards came to be regarded as actual pro-
ductive causes of that purity.

“‘The effect of initiation was meant to be the same as that of
ohilosophy, to purify the soul of its passions, to weaken the empire of
the body over the Divine portion of man, and to give him here below a
happiness anticipatory of the felicity to be one day enjoyed by him, and
of the future vision by him of the Divine Beings. And therefore Proclus
and the other Platonists taught—‘that the mysteries and initiations
withdrew souls from this mortal and material life, to re-unite them to
the gods, and dissipated for the adepts the shades of ignorance by the
splendors of the Deity.” Such were the precious fruits of the last degree
of the Mystic Science—to see Nature in her springs and sources, and to
become familiar with the causes of things and with real existences.

“Cicero tells us that ‘ The soul must exercise itself in the practice
of the virtues, if it would speedily return to its place of origin. It should,
while imprisoned in the body, free itself therefrom by the contemplation
of superior beings, and in some sort be divorced from the body and the
senses. Those who remain enslaved, subjugated by their passions, and
violating the sacred laws of religion and society will reascend to Heaven,
only after they shall have been purified through a long succession of
ages. 'The initiate was required to emancipate himself from his passions,
and to free himself from the hindrances of the senses of matter, in order
that he might rise to the contemplation of the Deity, or of that incor-
poreal and unchanging light in which live and subsist the causes of
created natures.’ Porphyry distinctly informs us that we must ‘flee
from everything sensual, that the soul may with ease reunite itself with
God, and live happily with Him.

“’The object and aim of Initiation, Hierocles tells us, is ‘To recall
the soul to what is truly good and beautiful, and make it familiar there-
with, and they its own. To deliver it from the pains and ills it endures
here below, enchained in matter, as in a dark prison; to facilitate its
return to the celestial splendors and to establish it in the fortunate isles
by restoring it to its first estate. Thereby, when the hour of death arrives,
the soul, freed from its mortal garmenting, which it leaves behind it, as a
legacy to earth, will rise buoyantly to its home among the Stars, there to
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retake its ancient condition, and approach toward the Divine nature as
far as man may do.””

This evolution of the soul has ever been a source of study in all
ages and through all time. It is one of the most profound and sublime
problems handed down to us from the Ancient Mysteries of India. It
requires deep and earnest meditation on the part of the Initiate, in order
that he may be enabled to trace z/ through variant molecular forms, to
states of consciousness in the mind of man. Of course there is a con-
sciousness in all things, and this consciousness varies in all the varying
forms in the Kosmos. In tracing it through the various kingdoms, so as
to come to an understanding of comnsciousness, we must carefully note
that before plant life could exist upon the face of the earth the very
Rocks and Stones would have to disintegrate, surrendering their lives for
the purpose of building up higher forms to a higher grade or plane of
intelligence, for though we may not recognize it, there is a consciousness
hid deep within their stony covering. Everything in the Kosmos,
throughout all kingdoms, is conscious, 7. ¢., dowered with a consciousness
peculiarly its own, and on its own plane of perception. We must not say
that there is no consciousnessin either mineral or vegetable, because we
are unable to perceive any. ‘ There is no such thing as dead or blind
matter, as there is no blind or unconscious law.” By the disintegration
of the molecular form of the mineral, life leaps forth into a higher stage
of development, awakening to a new birth, a new revelation, and a new
vibration of harmony fitted to its new conditions, rejoicing in its free-
dom, thus demonstrating the first evolution and the first law of self-
sacrifice. Before this disintegration of the Rock or Stome we may not
cognize either sound or motion within its stony heart; because, it is, as
it were, sleeping, lying dormant, awaiting the magic touch of Dionusos
to transform it into a higher form, and possibly into a different kingdom;
for out of the very dust of the earth comes man himself, the head of the
animal kingdom, and from the very self same s/xff comes plant-life
in the vegetable kingdom, with consciousness and feeling more fully
developed. No one can deny this fact!

Do you mean to tell me that in plucking a rose from its bush
it suffers no pain? Do you not see the very life-blood of the plant
ooze forth from the fracture? Because yox do not see any signs of
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consciousness, does that prove that it has none? I tell you, my dear
Brother and readers, all nature pulses with ZLzfe and Consciousness,
and each form manifests as much of the One Life as it is capable of
expressing. What is Man that he can despise the more limited mani-
festations, when he compares himself, as life expression, to that which
soars above him in infinite heights of being, which he can estimate
still less than the rose can estimate him.

Every flower that blooms, every plant or blade of grass that lifts
itself into light and sunshine, has its degree of intelligence. Intelli-
gence is as common as the atmosphere itself, and the only difference
is, some forms have more life than others. Spirit precedes time and
space, builds its own structure, and makes its own environment. The
unity is so unbroken that the tiniest gnat carries on its back the key
to the universe. Life, traced to its lowest forms, always discloses
unity, whether in the stone, the clod of earth, the growing tree, a herd
of animals, or a host of men, it is the same gift. ‘The universe is a
single expression of that unity.

Every star and planet that glitters in the starry vault above is a
ball of dirt like the earth. The sun has no fuel that our earth can-
not duplicate; neither can Saturn, Jupiter or Uranus impose upon us
with any airs of superiority. A drop of water and a drop of human
blood have their origin in the same corpuscle.  The fungus and the
oak on which it grows; the animalcule and the scientist who studies
it are alike. From out the slime and filth of the cesspool comes forth
the lily in all its purity and splendor. Out from the refuse of the
stable comes the blush of the rose and its fragrance. Filth and fer-
tility are the same word. So we climb the evolving ladder, from the
rock, dust, plant, animal, to man. Out of the lowliest forms man has
come to be something and he will come to be much more. He is at
the end of a long series of forms, through whose natural gradations
he has passed, each stage of which has been toward a higher trans-
formation. Evolution has forced him up a long ascending way, and
still pushes him on; for he is yet bound to the soil, from whence his
body came, much earthly matter loading him down and binding him
fast to earth-life through his animal nature. In this present stage of
evolution we are but human animals, parading as men.
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Much of the human structure is a legacy from inferior organisms,
which, in our next advent, we shall make superfluous. Such are some
of the esoteric teachings of the Ancient Mysteries. Such thoughts have
existed from time immemorial, and such thoughts the human mind
still speculates upon, for they have come down to us from the ‘“Land
of Gobi,” the land of ancient wisdom whose Hierophants ever strived
to place their Brothers upon the pask that led on to a knowledge of
BirTH, LIFE, DEATH, and THE EVOLUTION OF THE SOUL.

BIrRTH is the emerging or coming forth from the unmanifested into a
higher plane of spiritual unfoldment where experience is gained through
suffering and pain, where Man is refined like gold in the crucible. LIFE
is a battle to be fought by Man, a battle of the spiritual against the
Material and Sensual, or in other words it is a battle that is continually
going on between his lower animal passional nature and his Higher
Spiritual Self. DEATH is a transformation, a disintegration of molecular
form, or a return to the unmanifested universe. The teachings of the
Sacred Mysteries inform us that “The SouL of Man is Immortal; and
not the result of organization, nor an aggregate of modes of action of
matter, nor a succession of phenomena and perceptions ; but an Exzstence,
one and identical, a living spirit, a spark of the Great Central Light, that
hath entered into and dwells in the body; to be separated therefrom at
death, and return to God who gave it; that doth not disperse or vanish at
death, like breath or a smoke, nor can be annihilated ; but still exists and
possesses activity and intelligence, even as it existed in God before it was
enveloped in the body.
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CHAPTER VI
SUEZ CANAL—THE DRUSES, THEIR MANNERS AND CUSTOMS.

N the opening of the third chapter the attention of my readers was
called to the absurdity of giving to certain men the credit of
being the promoters and inventors of the early sciences, and

demonstrated my reasons for so doing. The same may be said of the
cutting of the canal across the Isthmus of Suez; it is the height of
absurdity to give Napoleon credit for having been the first to conceive
the idea of the project, or the French people, or any other modern
source, for the simple reason that it had been under contemplation
fully thirty-four centuries ago. In fact, we have proof positive that
the two seas were connected by a canal or waterway long centuries
before Christ; consequently the work commenced and completed by
M. de Lesseps, in cutting a canal between the Mediterranean and Red
Seas, was no new idea, but rather the completion of a scheme that
had been in existence in the days of Rameses the Great. Still I do
not wish to detract, in any way, from the great work as completed by
this celebrated engineer in the year 1869. I simply wish to state
that what he, and the workmen under him, accomplished in connect-
ing the two seas was an old idea, and that the thought of constructing
such a waterway or canal did not originate in the nineteenth century.
It had already been accomplished in the hoary ages of the past, in
the Golden Age of Egyptian splendor.

The principal and most important idea in the construction of the
Suez Canal was, first to find the place where the waters of the Medi-
terranean were the deepest and nearest to the coast of Egypt. After this
was done, to establish a starting point from that place and make it a
point of operation. Then to build a town, as close to this point as
possible, and establish there immense workshops and dwellings for
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the men engaged in the work of cutting a canal from sea to sea,
through which ships might be enabled to pass with little or no diffi-
culty or danger.

There is no question that M. de Lesseps carefully matured his
plans as to the mode of procedure in constructing this maritime
canal. It was a great responmsibility to undertake such an immense
piece of work, but M. de Lesseps was just the man needed. When
Mahommed Said Pasha became Viceroy of Egypt, in 1854, he used
his utmost endeavors to carry on the work so ably planned by his
father, Mohammed Ali. He sent for M. de Lesseps in order to con-
sult him upon the possibility of constructing a canal across the
isthmus, and the best way to proceed about it. ‘The result of this
interview was that a commission was signed and given to M. de
Lesseps, authorizing him to organize a company. The said company
was to be known as “The Universal Suez Canal Company,” for the
express purpose of raising funds and pushing the preliminary work
as rapidly as possible; but there were many things which deferred
the commencement of the work.

In 1856 an International Commission had been organized, with
representatives from England, France, Prussia, Austria, the Netherlands,
and Spain. This Commission modified the previous arrangements made,
by altering the line originally chosen to one a little farther north, so as
to reach a place where the deep waters of the Mediterranean came closer
to Jand. Locks were done away with, and the breakwaters, or jetties
at each end of the canal, were slightly changed. A fresh water canal
from Bulak, to convey water for the use of the workmcn was agreed
upon, and other minor details settled. The details dragged along slowly,
and M. de Lesseps was anxious to commence operations; but various
obstacles held him back and compelled him to ““ wait and hope.” On the
25th day of April, in the year 1859, a small ditch was cut in the sandy
spit that separates the waters of the Mediterranean from Lake Menzala.
This work was performed in the presence of M. de Lesseps and four
directors of the Company, and may be claimed as the first formal com-
mencement of the great work. The surveying and selection of the site,
as well as marking the place for the work to begin, as planned and laid
out by M. de Lessep, was performed by M. Laroche.
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Let me here quote from Murray, rather than depend upon my notes
(page 287): “From the mouth of the Damietta branch of the Nile to
the Gulf of Pelusium there stretches a low belt of sand, varying in
width from two hundred to three hundred yards, serving to separate the
Mediterranean from the waters of Lake Menzala; though often, when
the lake is full and the waves of the Mediterranean are high, the two
meet across the slight boundary line. In the beginning of the month of
April, 1859, a small body of men, who might well be called the pioneers
of the Suez Canal, headed by M. Laroche, landed at that spot of the
narrow sandy slip, which had been chosen as the starting point of the
canal from the Mediterranean, and the site of the city and port intended
ultimately to rival Alexandria. It owed its selection, not to its being
the spot from which the shortest line could be drawn—that would have
been the Gulf of Pelusium—but to its being that point of the coast
to which deep water appproached the nearest. There eight metres of
water, equal to about twenty-six feet, the contemplated depth of the
canal, were found at a distance of less than two miles. At the Gulf
of Pelusium that depth only existed at more than five miles from the
coast. The spot was called Port Said, in honor of the then Viceroy.
On the 25th of April;, M. de Lesseps, surrounded by ten or fifteen
Europeans and some one hundred native workmen, gave the first stroke
of the spade to the future Bosphorus between Asia and Africa. Hard,
indeed, must have been the life of the first workers on this desolate strip
of sand. The nearest place from which fresh water could be procured
was Damietta, a distance of thirty-six miles. It was brought thence
across Lake Menzala in Arab boats, but calms or storms often delayed
the arrival of the looked for store; sometimes, indeed, it was altogether
lost and the powers of endurance of the little band were sorely tried.
After a time distilling machines were put up, and, in 1863, water was
received through pipes from the Fresh Water Canal which had been
completed to the centre of the Isthmus.”

The town of Port Said unquestionably owes its origin to the
construction of the Suez Canal. It is located at the entrance end of a
small island, belonging to that narrow strip of sandy beach which
separates Lake Menzala from the Mediterranean Sea. It has been laid
out with fine broad streets and handsome brick buildings. There is
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nothing to interest the tourist or student in the town itself, excepting
its remarkable growth from an insignificant sand spit, to a city of over
forty thousand inhabitants, and the largest coaling station in the world.
But the immense amount of laborious dredging necessary before laying
the foundation is simply inexpressible. ‘The town soon became a
regular manufacturing and repairing workshop, as it were, with
machinery running day and night. Mechanics of all kinds were con-
tinually employed, some in laying the foundation of the rising city,
others making the enormous stones for the jetties, carpenters and builders
putting up houses, while hundreds of men were engaged in the con-
struction of the harbors and basins. All was bustle and work, resulting
in a city of about forty thousand in less than forty years, with beautiful
hotels, mosques, hospitals, churches, dwelling houses; in fact, all the
adjuncts of a modern sea port. In the construction of this canal they
used some of the most extraordinary dredges ever known. In order that
you, my dear brothers and readers, may be enabled to understand some-
thing about them and their value in the constructior, I will quote you
from Murray, page 284: ¢ First among them was the long coulosr (long
duct), an iron spout of semi-elliptical form, two hundred and thirty feet
long, five and one-half wide, and two deep ; by means of which a dredger,
working in the centre of the channel, could discharge its contents beyond
the bank. This enormous spout was supported on an iron framework,
which rested partly on the dredge and partly on a floating lighter. The
dredgings, when dropped into the upper end of this spout, were assisted
in their progress down it, by water supplied by a rotary pump, and by an
endless chain, to which were fixed scrapers—large pieces of wood that
fitted the inside of the spout and forced on pieces of stone and clay. By
these means the spouts could deliver their dredgings at almost a hori-
zontal line, and the water had the further good effect of redﬁcing the
dredgings to a semi-liquid condition, thus causing them to spread them-
selves over a larger surface, and settle down better. The work done by
these long spouted dredges was extraordinary; eighty thousand cubic
yards of soil a month was the average, but as much as one hundred and
twenty thousand was sometimes accomplished. When the banks ‘were
too high for the long spouts to be used, another ingenious machine called
an élévaleur, was introduced. This consisted of an inclined plane, run-
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ning upwards from over the water line, and supported on an iron frame,
the lower part of which rested over the water, on a steam float, and the
upper part on a platform, moving on rails along the bank. The plane
carried a tramway, along which ran an axle on wheels, worked by the
engine of the steam float. From this axle hung four chains. As soon
as a lighter containing seven huge boxes filled with dredgings was towed
under the lower part of this é/évateur, the chains hanging from the axle
were hooked to one of the boxes, and the machine being set in motion
the box was first raised, and then carried along swinging beneath the
axle to the top of the plane; then by a self-acting contrivance, it tilted
over and emptied its contents over the bank. It was then run down
again, dropped into its place in the lighter, and the operation repeated
with the next box. No such dredging operations had ever been
undertaken before.”

The harbor of Port Said has an area of about five hundred and
seventy acres, with an average depth of twenty-seven feet, the entrance
to which is protected by two very strong and substantial stone piers.
The one on the Fast running out into the sea in a northerly direction
for fully a mile, while the one on the West extends into the sea in a
north-easterly direction for about one mile and a half. Where these
piers start from the land, they are seven hundred and twenty fathoms
apart, but they approach each other, at their extremities, to about three
hundred and eighty-five fathoms There is a channel or entrance
ranging from fifty to eighty fathoms wide, that is well marked and
buoyed. These buoys are lit up at night so as to direct the pilot in the
course he should take in his passage with vessels going into or out of
the harbor. The lighthouse stands on the low sandy spit, that I have
already referred to, which separates the Mediterranean from Lake
Menzala. It is built of concrete fully one hundred and seventy-six feet
high. It is furnished with electric lights that are distinctly visible at
a distance of twenty-four miles at sea. It is a flash light that flashes
every twenty seconds.

I do not wish to dwell upon the town of Port Said, or to give a full
account of the moles and harbor, or the towns that sprang into existence
through the construction of this remarkable canal, one of the grandest,
if not the greatest piece of work ever performed during the wonderful
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nineteenth century—connecting the Red with the Mediterranean Sea at
the enormous outlay of about eight hundred and fifty million dollars, up
to the opening of the canal, on the seventeenth day of November, 1869.
The canal was not entirely completed at that date, as it only had
about nineteen to twenty feet of water in it, allowing only light draft
ships to pass.through, those drawing mnot over eighteen feet of water.
At the present writing, however, there is an average depth of twenty-
seven feet nine inches, from Port Said to the Red Sea, thus enabling
vessels of large draft to pass safely through its entire length of one
hundred miles, without difficulty or danger. The average width of this
canal is two hundred and fifty-nine feet. But in some of the deep cut-
tings the width is only about one hundred and ninety feet wide on the
water line, while in other places, where the banks are low, the water line
is fully three hundred and twenty-eight feet, thus making the average
width of the canal two hundred and fifty-nine feet.

The passage through the canal saves, on the voyage from England
to Bombay, nearly five thousand miles, and from New York to the same
place, there is a saving of about three thousand six hundred miles in
distance, and possibly three weeks in time. As I previously stated, the
scheme of connecting the two seas was no new idea, originating in the
nineteenth century. It had been under contemplation long centuries
before Christ; for it is recorded by Aristotle, Strabo and many other
historians that Rameses II. cut a canal between the sea and the river
Nile, B. c. 1340.

‘Wilkinson in his “ Ancient Egyptians,” Volume I, page 74, e/ seq.,
quoting Herodotus, says,  Sesostris (Rameses) fitted out a fleet of war
ships that went beyond the Red Sea, invading India.” He supposes
that Rameses II. was the first of the Egyptian monarchs who built ships
of war, although he admits that they may have been used at a much
earlier period. He also says, “And we may reasonably conclude the
fleet to have been connected with the Indian trade, as well as the canal
he cut from the Nile, to what is now called the Gulf of Suez. This
canal commenced about twelve miles to the north-east of the modern
town of Belbys, called by the Romans Bubastis Agria, although Strabo
claims that it started from the village of Thecansa, not far from Pithom.
After flowing in a direction nearly East for about thirty-three miles, it
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turned to South-southeast, and continued about sixty-three more in that
line to the extremity of the Arabian Gulf.”

Again he says although the old channel is “filled with sand its
direction is still easily traced, as well from the appearance of its channel
as from the mounds and vestiges of ancient towns upon its banks, in one of
which I found a monument bearing "the sculpture and name of Rameses
II. ; the more satisfactory, as being a strong proof of its having existed
at least as early as the reign of that monarch.

‘“ After the time of the Ptolemies and Ceasars it was again neglected
and suffered to go to decay; but on the revival of trade with India, this
line of communication, from the Red Sea to the Nile, was once more
proposed, the canal was re-opened by the Caliphs, and it continued to be
used and kept in repair till the commerce of Alexandria was ruined by
the discovery of the passage around the Cape.”

Notwithstanding this account there are other historians who claim
that the work was done a century earlier by Seti, the father of Rameses,
and they bring forward as evidence the scene on the outside of the North
wall of the temple of Karnak in which heis said to have made his
triumphant return from Asia by way of Za-fenat.

Seti, the father of Rameses II., was the Pharaoh under whom Joseph
served as governor, and history positively informs us that Joseph intro-
‘duced a system of irrigation into Egypt, by cutting canals from the river
‘Nile to various parts of the desert, thus bringing under cultivation an
enormous amount of land, which had long lain waste, barren, and
desolate. Therefore, possibly, from the cutting of these canals for irri-
gating purposes, Seti, or his son Rameses, might have conceived the idea
of connecting the two seas by constructing a canal from the Red Sea to
the Nile, and thus operate their ships during war, to transport their
warriors to all parts of Asia in time of need.

According to Herodotus, Book II, Chap. 158, Necho (who is spoken
of in the second book of Kings), reconstructed this canal, but sacrificed
one hundred and twenty.thousand men during the performance of the
‘work.. He only desisted from his operations on account of a warning
received from an Oracle, which stated “‘kat ke was laboring for the
barbarian.” 'This prophecy has been fulfilled, or verified, in our day,

the canal now being used solely by barbarians for the express purpose
9



130 EGYPT, THE CRADLE OF ANCIENT MASONRY.

of sending their ships from Port Said to the Red Sea, and zzce versa. By
this route they are enabled to save much time going to India, etc., over
the journey around the “ Cape of Good Hope.” The Egyptians called all
men barbarians who lived above the first cataract, or spoke a different
language from their own.

This canal was commenced by Necho, B.C. 610, at a considerable
distance north of Suez, and it wound its way along in a north-westerly
direction, until it reached and tapped the river Nile at the city of
Bubastis, through the Pelusiac branch, near Zaqaziq. The length of
this canal, according to Pliny, was about sixty-two Roman miles, or fifty-
seven of ours. When Herodotus gives the length of one hundred and
fourteen miles to this canal he must have included the distance from sea
to sea, as by carefully examining the line from its start, and following
the sinuosities of its course through the valley to the site of Bubastis,
we shall find that Pliny’s account will agree with our own measure-
ments.

Necho, no doubt, constructed this canal for the purpose of saving the
immense labor and trouble of transporting men and munitions of war
across the desert. Seeing parts of the old canal of Seti or Rameses, no
doubt first gave him the idea of making a waterway across the isthmus.
The fact of there having been one, naturally suggested the idea to Necho of
reopening it, or of making another, which work he most assuredly accom-
plished, for history informs us that he sent a fleet of ships to circumnavi-
gate Africa,a feat which was accomplished in three years. Those making
the voyage sailed from Egypt into the Southern Ocean, but stopped
whenever and wherever they desired. It is specially mentioned that they
went on shore at one place and planted a crop of corn, camping there and
waiting for it to grow and ripen, and they harvested it before continuing
their voyage around Africa. In this way they lost-an immense amount of
time.

When the Persians conquered Egypt, under Cambyses, B. c. 525,
the canal was found to be no longer navigable, and it remained so until
Darius I., in B. c. 520, re-opened it and restored it to its natural chan-
nel. He had the interest of this country at heart, consequently
everything in his power was done to promote the commercial welfare of
the country and the interests of the people. As the centuries rolled
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along it again became obstructed, by sand drifting in from the desert
and filling it up in many places along its entire length; but was opened
up once more by the Emperor Trajan, during the latter part of the first
century A. D., or the beginning of our present era. He cleared out the
old canal and made it navigable; but started his work from a different
place, and cut a canal to join the old one, which was at a point above
Cairo, called Amnis Trajanus.

From this period the canal seems to have remained open until the
country was dominated by the Arab Caliphs, when it was closed again, in
order to prevent supplies being sent to the rebels in Medina. It was filled
up by order of El-Mansur, Lrother of Abbas, the second Caliph of the
Abbaside Dynasty, and remained closed until it was once more cleaned
out, by order of El-Hakem in the year A. D. 1,000.

This Caliph was the third of the Fatimide Dynasty, the founder
of the sect called the Druses, and a persecutor of the Christians. He
believed himself to be an incarnation of the Deity. He was assassinated
at the instigation of his sister. From this time nothing was done to
the canal to keep it in repair, and consequently through sheer neglect it
soon became choked and unnavigable. When cutting the canal was first
talked of, and M. de Lesseps was trying to raise funds for the work,
the nations ridiculed and scoffed at the idea, and none more so than the
British. On its completion England recognized the full value of the
canal, and was the first to profit by it. Seeing the immense advantage
to be derived in controlling the canal, she purchased from the Khedive
his interest in that wonderful piece of work, and to-day is enabled to
keep in rapid communication with her India and China colonies, also
reaping an enormous profit from her investment in this most magnificent
water-course—the Suez Canal.

I mentioned above that El-Hakem was the founder of the sect or
society known as the Druses, and thinking that it would be of some
interest to you, my dear Brothers and readers, I shall give you quite a
lengthy account of these very remarkable people, quoting fully from
various able authorities, the first of which will be from the work
of C. W. Heckethorn's  Secret Societies,” Book IV, volume 1, page
126, wherein he says, in his remarks concerning the Druses, that:
“'Their sect may be said to date its rise from the supposed incarnation
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of God in Hakem Bamr Allah, publicly announced at Cairo in A. D.
1020.” :

This Hakem was the sixth Caliph of Egypt, and Darazi, his
confessor, took an active part in promoting the imposture, which,
however, was at first so badly received that he was compelled to take
refuge in the deserts of the Lebanon, where, receiving liberal pecuniary
support from Hakem, he found hearers among the Arabs and soon made
converts. According to other accounts, Darazi was killed for preaching
his doctrine, and thus became the first martyr to the new religion. A
footing thus gained, correspondence was opened with Egypt, and Hamze,
a Persian Mystic, and Vizier of Hakem, who had from the first been a
zealous supporter of Hakem’s divinity, hastened to avail himself of the
favorable opening. Ten years did not elapse before the two clever
rogues, or fiery fanatics, had converted nearly all the Arab tribes inhab-
iting the Lebanon, while one portion of them were set apart and initiated
into the mysteries of the doctrines of Hamze. But he did not give his
name to the sect. By a natural etymology the disciples of Darazz, the
first teacher, obtained the name Druses, though they reject it and call
themselves Unitarians. We may thus look upon the Fatimide Caliph
Hakem, the Persian Hamze, and the Turk Darazi as the founders of the
Druse system, Hakem being its political founder, Hamze its intellectual
framer, and Darazi its expositor and propagator.

“!Religious books of the Druses’—Hamze associated with himself
four assistants, to whom, as well as to himself, he gave high-sounding
names. He called himself, for instance, Universal Reason, the Centre,
Messiah of Nations, Jesus United, z. ., he who is ever united with God.
He had, moreover, one hundred and fifty-nine disciples, who went about
preaching. The Druses call their religious books, ‘ The Sittings of the
Rulers, and Their Learned Men,’ comprised in six volumes. The first
has the title, ¢ The Diploma;’ the second, ‘The Reputation;’ the third,
‘The Awakening;’ the fourth, ‘ The First of the Seven Parts;’ the fifth,
¢ The Staircase,’ and the sixth, ‘ The Reproaches.” In 1817 the Druses
obtained a seventh volume from a Christian, who alleged to have found it
in an Egyptian school, and which they call ‘The Book of the Greeks.’

“The ‘Murder of Hakem.'—Hakem was one of the most cruel
monsters on record, a Saracen Nero. Amidst carnage, and the most
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revolting persecutions, he spread his doctrine. But in Egypt, where he
resided, his heresy outraged the true believers and his savagery the whole
people. Sitt-E1-Mulk, his own sister, headed the malcontents and one
evening, when, according to his custom, he took his ride on a white ass,
she caused him to be assassinated by some trusty followers, who having
despatched him with their daggers, undressed him, and securely concealed
the naked body. They then carefully fastened up his clothes again, by
order of his sister, who did not wish the belief in his divinity to be
destroyed. At last when the Caliph did not return and those sent to look
for him returned with the news that they had found his clothes, but not
his body, it was said that Hakem had simply rendered himself invisible,
to test the faith of his followers, and to punish apostates on his return.
And the Druses, to explain the miracle, say that Hakem possessed a
body of more subtle substance than the usual human body, and could go
forth out of his clothes without opening or tearing them. The dagger
cuts in them are explained away as mysterious indications of certain pur-
poses of the Deity.

“t Hakem's Successors’—Hakem left two sons, but the sect did not
acknowledge them as such. Ali Ess Ssahir, who succeeded his father as
Caliph, is reported to have said to Hamze, ‘ Worship me as you wor-
shipped my father;’ but Hamze replied, ‘Our Lord, who be praised,
neither begat nor was he begotten.” Ali replied, ‘Then I and my brother
are illegitimate ?’ Hamze answered, ‘ You have said it, and borne testi-
mony against yourself.” Thereupon the enraged Ali ordered the whole-
sale murder of the Unitarians, unless they returned to the Moslem faith.
Those who refused were either slain or fled to Syria to their co-religion-
ists. Alj, to conciliate the people who had, by his father’s despotism and
oppression, been greatly embittered against his dynasty, gave up all title
to divine honors and the rights it implied.

“*‘Doctrines’—The Druses believe in the transmigration of souls;
but probably it is merely a figure, as it was to the Pythagoreans.
Hakem is their prophet, and they have seven commandments, religious
and moral. The first of these is veracity, by which is understood faith -
in the Unitarian religion they profess and abhorrence of that lie which is
called polytheism, incredulity, error. To a brother, perfect truth and
confidence are due; but it is allowable, nay, a duty, to be false toward
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men of another creed. The Sect is divided into three degress: Profane,
Asprrants and Wise. A Druse who has entered the second may return to
the first degree, but incurs death if he reveals what he has learned. In
their secret meetings they are supposed to worship a calf’s head ; but as
their religious books are full of denunciations against idolatry, and as
they also compare Judaism, Christianity and Mohammedanism to a calf|
it is more probable that this effigy represents the principle of falsehood
and evil, Iblis, the rival of Hakem. The Druses have also been accused
of licentious orgies, and are said by Baspier in his ‘ Remarks on Recant’
(an English diplomatist), to marry their own daughters; but according
to the evidence of resident Christians, a young Druse as soon as he is
initiated, gives up all dissolute habits and becomes, at least in appearance,
quite another man, meriting, as in other initiations, the title of ‘new
born.” The initiated are known by the appellation of Ockals, and form a
kind of priesthood in the midst of the general population.

‘“ According to their traditions, the world was at the appearance of
God, in the form of Hakem, three thousand four hundred and thirty
million years old, and they believe, like the Chiliast of England and
America that the Millennium is almost at hand. The Wise often retire
into hermitages, whereby they acquire great honor and influence. When
discoursing with a Mohammedan, the Druses profess to be of the same
creed; when talking with a Christian, they are Christians. They defend
this deception by alleging that it is not lawful to reveal any dogma of
their creed to a ‘Black’ or unbeliever; and their secrecy with regard to
their religion has led them to adopt signs and passwords, such as are in
use among Free Masons and other secret societies. When in doubt
whether a stranger with whom they conversed belonged to their sect, they
would ask, ‘Do people in your part of the country sow balin seed?’ If
the other replied, ‘ Yes, it is sown in the hearts of the faithful’ he prob-
ably was a co-religionist; but he might be an Aspirant only, and there-
fore would question him further, as to some of the secret dogmas; if he did
not understand the drift of their questions, they would know that he was
not initiated into the higher grades. But their signs and test words and
phrases had frequently to be changed. their inrport having been dis-
covered by the Blacks, which happened especially when the extensive
hermit village of Bajjado, near Chasbai, was destroyed in 1838 by the
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troops of Ibrahim Pasha, and the sacred books of the Druses made pub-
licly known.

““Customs of the Druses’—Every village has its meeting-houses,
where religious and political affairs are discussed every Thursday night,
the Wise men and women attending. The resolutions passed at such
meetings are communicated to the district meetings, held in the chief
village of every district, which again report to the general assembly in
the town of Baklin on Mount Lebanon. This was the fortified seat of
government until, in the last century, Deir El-Kammar (the moon
monastery) was built as the Lebanon metropolis. At the general
assembly the questions raised at the district meetings are discussed, and
the deputies from the different villages who have attended, on their
return home, announce the decisions arrived at; so that the Druses, in
fact, have a regular family council to which, however, the Wise are only
admitted, the uninitiated never being consulted on political or social
matters. The civil government of the Druses is in the hands of the
Sheiks, who again are subject to the Emir or Prince of Lebanon.

“‘They are warlike and industrious, and two traits in their character
deserve notice and commendation ; they refuse to give up any man who
has sought refuge among them, and detest the European tall hat which
they compare to a ‘cooking pot,’ and laugh at it. In the days when
Burkhardt visited them, one of their maledictions was, ‘May God put a
hat on you!’ The number of Druses does not exceed fifty or sixty
thousand, exclusively occupying, in the Lebanon, upwards of forty large
towns and villages, and nearly two hundred and thirty villages with a
mixed population of Druses and Christians, whilst in the anti-Lebanon,
they are also possessed of nearly eighty exclusively Druse villages.”

In giving this account of the Druses I felt that it would deeply
interest all Masons and students, because, whenever they go forth into
those Eastern countries, or come in contact with the wandering Arabs of
the desert, the descendants of Hagar and Ishmael, who went forth into
the desert with a “jug of water and a loaf of bread,” will recognize the
similarity between their teachings and our own. Many of their signs
are an exoteric recognition, as all may see them, though all who see them
may not understand them. But, it is a positive fact that many of these
people recognize a brother without either sign or word.
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The Druses, like all other secret societies of antiquity, were not
formed for political purposes, but more expressly for the better under-
standing of Man and Nature. Their teachings embraced the most
profound philosophies, all arts, science and religion, and in coming to an
understanding of these sublime teachings every one began to realize that
they were receiving their /rue wages, “LIGHT,” Power and Wispom.
Then they would be enabled to travel in foreign countries, and receive
and appreciate a ‘ Master’s Wages.”

Ragon says in his “ Cours Philosophique de [nitiations Anciennes et
Modern,” page 171: ‘“That our Blue Lodge degrees demonstrate the
following subjects to the initiate and Mason: 1st. The history of the
human race, classified by epochs. 2d. The history of Civilization and
of the progress of the human Mind in the Arts and Sciences, as pro-
duced by the Ancient Mysteries. 3d. The knowledge of Nature or
the knowledge of the Divinity, manifested in his works and of all
religions.”

Brother W. H. Kingsbury in the “ Trestle Board,” Vol. IX, page
244, e! seqg.,in speaking of Brother Rawson’s late travels through
Arabia, Palestine and Syria, where he had especially investigated
Masonry as practiced by the Druses, says: “ The Master represents the
unknown, the unseen, the all-powerful, and sits in the place of honor,
whence he delivers his orders to his assistants, who are appointed at the
time of meeting. The candidate is prepared—partly clothed—and after
a strict examination, under the direction of the Master, is led before him
screened from the assembly by a veil or shawl, held up by two brothers.
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